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The Weedge Wednesday Geneva 

GEMS

 

Winni Games A Massive 
Success 
Mitt Romney not involved 
 

The first official Winni Olympic Games were a 
huge success last night, with participants 
taking place in events as diverse as 
badminton, volleyball, four-square, marbles, 
and Bananagrams.   
 

The evening began with the sound of bagpipes 
wailing from the Campground as Graeme 
Blackman accompanied a thuggish group 
(Scott Gatto, Kyle McNeil, Eric Nisson, Kyle 
Nisson, John Flores, Terence Lear, Jamie 
Wilcox-Smith, and Shannon Smith) who 
trudged toward the Green chanting “U-S-A!  U-
S-A!”  Why they chose bagpipe music as the 
accompaniment for what was apparently a 
display of American spirit remained a mystery.  
When asked for comment, a group spokesman 
explained “We’re big, we’re stupid, and we 
[mess] stuff up.” 
 

As the camp community began to gather on 
the Green, a ripple of excitement ran through 
the crowd as the Olympic Barbies (Meredith 
Smith, Courtney Burns, Haley Nisson, Kelsey 
Morrissey, Stacie Finlayson and Deanna 
Finlayson), clad in multicolored spandex and 
rippling right back with musculature, emerged 
chanting and clapping from the Chapel Line 
corner of campus.  Per spokesperson Stacie 
Finlayson, the Barbies had been training for 
months, “we’re all giving 110 percent effort,” 
said Finlayson.  In recognition of this, the 
Barbies arrived wearing medals that had been 
preemptively awarded by a panel of young 
admiring girls before the ceremonies even 
began.  
 

Laine Harris then sounded the official Olympic 
theme, which segued into the more pacifist 
Shaker theme “’Tis a Gift,” etc.  There then 
ensued an evening of high-spirited, low  
 

anxiety, and multi-generational competition 
and hijinx.  In the end it was proven, as in 
Lake Wobegon, that all the participants 
were above average.  

 
 

 
Scott Gatto leads the land of the Blues carrying 
the Olympic Torch.  Noting the fire, GPC Director 
Peter Claypoole declared a Level III Defcon 
emergency and gathered all camp participants 
on the green.  The flame was extinguished by 
professionals despite the protests of little 
children. 

 

 
The Gold Medal for Professional Powderpuff 
Cheerleading went to the Olympic Barbies.  It is 
rumored that several of them are Chapel Line 
Men. 
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Laine Harris gathered the troops with Olympic 
anthems and an occasional Swedish dance tune! 
 

 
Olympic Twister led to numerous contusions and 
contortions.  
 

 
Mariana Campbell looks pensively as she 
anticipates whether to dislocate her shoulder or 
break her leg during twister. 

 

 
Weston Four Square was approximately two 
squares more than their comfort level in 
counting.  Charlie Soper was disqualified for 
slamming. 
 

 
Either there was Olympic level chalk drawing or 
the City of Meredith’s Police Forensics Squad 
has really begun to hire young this year. 
 

 
Brilliant minds engage in the finals of the Dutch 
Blitz card competition. 
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The evening ended with a beautiful sunset made even 
more lovely by a closing round – sung in 3 reverse 
moving concentric circles- exclaiming “Oh, how lovely is 
the evening, is the evening – Games together, we’ve 
been playing, we’ve been playing – Peace, peace, peace, 
peace.  Peace, peace, peace, peace…” 
 
 

Thank Yous from the Evening 
Coordinators 
 

- To GPC for setting up tables and grooming 
the playing fields for the Games. 

- To all the people who brought games to 
share, making it such a fabulous event 

- To Sam Kern for helping with setup 
- To Laine Harris for flugeling us to order 
- For opening activities by Hamish and Tim 
- For popcorn by Beth Siftar and Amy Bruch 
- To Sue, Catherine, Tim, Barb, Beth for 

keeping an eye on the games and keeping 
things running smoothly 

- For the beautiful song Tom & Barb worked 
out on beach for closing ceremony 

- To Barb for the beautiful closing 
circle/song. 

- And a BIG SHOUT OUT for the Spirit of the 
Games, the flairwear, the willingness to 
bring enthusiasm to the games, and the  
intergenerational spirit, with participants of 
all ages taking part and playing together.  

- To Kevin Weston and Joey for help with the 
movie. 

- To Jim Dockendorff for noticing that the 
bonfire singalong was sorely lacking in a 
bonfire and taking steps to remedy the 
situation. 

H O O T  T O N I G H T !  
Get your acts, your spirits, and your 
doughnut pillows ready for tonight’s HOOT.  
The festivities start at 6:30 in the Chapel.  
BE THERE!  

 

Wednesday Evening 

Schedule 
 

6:30-8:31  The Hoot!  -  Chapel 
8-10  Scoop Shop open – staffed by 
NNESRE volunteers for the night.  
9:00  Barn Dancing – Barn 
9:00  Fireside Chat – Topic TBA at 
Dinner – also look for postings 
 

Dennis Courtney Memorial 
Winni Swimmi on for 
Thursday 
Semi-Swimmi option offered this year 
 

The 2012 Winni Swimmi will take place on 
Thursday afternoon at 2:30 pm.  For those 
unfamiliar with the event, the Swimmi is a 
one mile swim in the open lake.  Boaters 
ensure that swimmers remain above water 
and roughly (and we mean roughly) on 
course.  This year there will be an option to 
swim only a half Swimmi – for those who 
are in a hurry to get on to their post-beach 
celebrations. 
 

If you would like to participate as either a 
swimmer or a boater, please sign up on the 
Inn Porch.  See Bob Ganley if you have any 
questions. 
 

Reminder – Trustees 
Meeting Tomorrow 

The Trustees will meet Thursday at 1:00 in 
the Meeting House downstairs classroom.  
Chair Kate Eskra promises that attendees 
will be able to get out in time to hit the water 
for the Winni Swimmi. 
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SILENT AUCTION BEGINS! 
 
If you passed the Inn porch today, you 
probably noticed the painting of some familiar 
folk hanging to the right of the main doors. 
(See below.)  Our own Adam Brosious created 
it from a picture of a reception some years 
back at Lakeview Lodge in honor of George 
Blackman, Dotti Siftar, and Lou Frishman.  
Adam has generously donated the painting to 
be sold at silent auction over the next few 
days.  Proceeds will go to support the Winni 
scholarship find.  Bidding starts at $100.  There 
will be a sheet posted near to the painting on 
the porch for people to write their names and 
their bids.  Please bid early and often! 
 

 
This is actually a photo of the painting – 
not the photo itself!  Awesome job, Adam! 
 
 

Thanks to DJ JA!!!! 
Jon Arnold Keeps the Crowds  
Moving in the Barn! 
 
A big thank you and sincere thanks to the ever 
faithful, timely, and musically precise – 
Jonathan Arnold – for his daily assistance in 
the Barn with the dancing.  He keeps the tunes 
coming, the program moving, and manages 
the set-up, take down, and mood lighting.  
Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!! 
 
-Barb Siftar 

 

From the Chaplain 
 

Last night, at Evening Watch, I placed a 
rock in the center of the worship space.  Our 
benediction consisted of making an actual 
throwing motion after reciting each of these 
three phrases: 
 

All our problems we send to God our rock! 
All our difficulties we send to God our rock! 
All our despair we send to God our rock! 
 

The benediction concludes with the raising 
of hands and saying, “All our hopes we set 
on the living God.”  A couple people have 
mentioned to me how liberating it felt to 
actually make the throwing motion.  It was a 
somewhat silly gesture, but ritual actions 
can have a deep impact.  So, if you 
experience some frustration or annoyance 
in the next few days, feel free to just throw it 
as far as you can.  Imagine seeing people in 
meetings pausing, standing and going into a 
full wind-up! 
 

Our last planning meeting for the week will 
take place on Thursday after lunch at 1:00 
pm in the Inn lobby.  All are welcome to join 
us.  We can still use your participation and 
ideas. 
 

On Thursday, Evening Watch will take place 
in the Chapel at 6:45.  Please put the 
Shabbat Celebration on your calendar for 
Friday night.  Bari Prince has planned a 
service with a meditative feel with lots of 
great music.      
 

- Chaplain Eric 
 

 
Photofabulous 
The Keen Eye of Ruth Lebar 
 

Check out the pictures taken by Ruth Lebar 
in 2009-2010.  They are on display in the 
Inn Lobby.  You might just find yourself, and 
not necessarily in a compromising position 
(ummm – check that – there are  pictures of 
watermelon seed spitting which are always 
of your good side…) 
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REPORT FROM THE DEAN’S 
RECEPTION 
The Dean’s brief remarks focused on the spirit 
of constructive cooperation exemplified by 
participation at the fall and spring work 
weekends and the ongoing chair-caning as 
examples of ways that NNESRE is helping 
ensure the continued flourishing of the GPC 
facility.  He noted the generation-to-generation 
theme and how the camp is experimenting a 
bit with the program to find new ways to meet 
the needs of our different and interdependent 
age groups. 
 
Bryan Gould – chair of the GPC board of 
trustees -- reported on some of the active 
upgrading projects, including the rebuilding of 
the well house gazebo sponsored by the 
Hemophilia conference, the roof repair of 
around the Inn porch, and the transformation of 
“Connecticut” cabin at State Line into a shower 
house.  He noted that in previous years, 
NNESRE was the only group that ever used 
State Line; now that it has been refurbished, 
several conferences have used State Line this 
year!  He also reported that the GPC is now on 
sounder financial footing than it has been in 
some time.   
 
The meeting ended with a fun game organized 
by Sue Nisson that ended with Jen Hanrahan 
winning a lovely lake-themed sweatshirt. 
 

 

NNESRE staff, volunteers, alumni, and trustee 
members eagerly listening to Dean Lou Weeks as 
he prohibited snacking until he was finished 
speaking. 

 

Dean Weeks shared at the reception his family 
tradition of trying to open up cases of beer with 
cooking mittens on.  This led to a lot of 
overcooked meals in their home but a rather 
lethargic family unit that just didn’t seem to care 
that much. 
 
 

 

Jennifer Hanrahan became an Honorary Weeks 
Family member by opening the beer case and 
discovering to her delight – a brand new Winni 
sweatshirt that she later tried to drink. 
 
 

KEEPING CAMP CLEAN 
 
The Dean, who as you know enjoys lurking 
around the grounds after hours causing 
looking for trouble, reports that the public 
spaces are looking rather good!  Thanks to 
all for keeping our camping areas as neat 
and tidy as possible.  Let’s keep up that 
good work! 
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Eleven Things That 
 Make Lil’ Dean Mad 
 

1. Campers who do not respond to Lil’ Dean’s 
empty threats (must think of more) 
2. Cute baby loons. Why aren’t people looking 
at cute Lil’ Dean? 
3. Adult loons disturbing musical performances 
by Lil’ Dean. 
4. Hoot acts that Lil’ Dean was not allowed to 
be a part of. Reporting to Big Dean. 
5. That Lil’ Dean’s class on Lil Dean was 
turned down. Other people’s classes about 
themselves seemed to have been approved.  
6. People not offering to let Lil’ Dean cut the 
line at JoJo’s. 
7. People not throwing the Frisbee to Lil’ Dean. 
(Lil’ Dean was clearly open) 
8. People referring to Lil’ Dean without using 
Lil’ Dean’s official title. 
9. Clouds.  
10. Lebron James referring to himself in third 
person. 
11. Big Dean’s lack of interest in Lil’ Dean’s 
Lil’Deaning. Claims he has work to do. 
 

LET’S TALK ABOUT 
SPREADING THE WORD 
ABOUT WINNI! 
 
Tomorrow, at 4PM on the MEETING HOUSE 
PORCH, the Dean will facilitate a discussion 
about cultivating this conference we love, and 
focusing on recruiting new campers in the 
future. 
 

JOKES FROM LINDA SACCO  
Q:  What do you call a watch worn on a belt? 
A:  A waist of time. 
 
Q:  What do you call an Egyptian bone 
specialist? 
A:   A Cairopractor 
 

PLAY BALL! 
The Annual Winni Softball game will take place 
tomorrow at 1:15 on the softball field across 
the street from the Well House. 

A shout out to Cathy Smith 
 

Not since James Brolin delivered medical 
care via motorcycle has a doctor so 
dashingly and compassionately healed 
wounds and diseases as has Cathy Smith 
from her sleek golf cart at Winni.  Treating 
dozens of patients, all confidentially, Cathy 
has brought her medical and Reiki healing 
to many, rescuing holidays and restoring 
good health and humor. Her generosity in 
tending to us during her own vacation is in 
the finest traditions of her great profession. 
Thanks so much, Cathy! 
 

The Hokey Pokey 
Shakespearean Style 
From The Dance Leader…. 
  

Oh proud left foot, that ventures quick within 
Then soon upon a backward journey lithe. 
Anon, once more the gesture, then begin 
Command sinistral pedestal to writhe. 
Commence thou then the fervid Hokey-
Poke. 
A mad gyration, hips in wanton swirl. 
To spin! A wilde release from heaven's 
yoke. 
Blessed dervish! Surely canst go, girl. 
The Hoke, the poke -- banish now thy doubt. 
Verily, I say, 'tis what it's all about. 

 
 

Top Ten Things to pick up 
at Jo-Jo’s 
 
10. Ho-Hos 
9. Yo-Yos 
8. Moo-Moos 
7. Tu-Tus 
6. Rolos 
5. No-Doz 
4. Choo-Choos 
3. Yoo-Hoo 
2. Coffee 
 
And the Number one thing to pick up at Jo-
Jo’s is… 
1. Foo-foo Poisoning 


