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The Week’s Last GEMS 
 

Livsey Dynasty Continues 
Nolan swims away from the pack and into the 
record book 
 

We had a beautiful afternoon for the annual open 
water swim yesterday afternoon, the lake was 
calm, the air was warm, and a few puffy clouds 
floated overhead at our start time of 2:34pm.  
 
We had record participation of 27 swimmers this 
year, probably due to adding a new optional 
turnaround spot making for a half mile swim that 
we’re calling the “Semmi Swimmi.” Thanks to 
Rose Ganley and first time camper Bobby 
Cummings for manning the half way turn around 
spot, and thanks to Gavin Stackhouse for 
manning the far turnaround spot in his kayak.  
 
The real news was debut swimmer Nolan Livsey 
who set the mark for the youngest participant and 
blew away the field with a winning time of 33:16. 
He was followed in hot pursuit by second place 
Bobbie Jager and third place debut camper Joey 
Stafford-Abbot. At 83 years young, Bill Jagel 
resets the record he holds for the oldest 
participant mark.  
 
The inaugural Semmi Swimmi was won by 
Myriam Siftar, with debutante Shannon Smith in 
second, followed in hot pursuit by her dad Kevin. 
Rumors are that after having been passed by one 
middle-schooler, the elder Smith turned the corner 
early to avoid being overtaken by the surging 
Celia Nicholson who ended up in fourth.  
 
Several participants honored the event’s 
namesake Dennis Courtney with a stylish feet-first 
finish. Thanks to Ed Cunningham who no doubt 
sacrificed a better time by expending much 
energy in the morning to help set the turnaround 
buoys. 
 
See page 5 for full Swimmi Results.  
 
 
 

Congratulations to Our 2013 
Staff and Trustees! 
 
The following persons were elected by the Board of 
Trustees after being recommended by the 
Nominating Committee to serve for the 2013 Winni 
Conference: 

 
DEAN    Lou Weeks 
CHAPLAIN   Eric Dupee 
PROGRAM & EVALUATION Art Hunt  
BUSINESS MANAGER Leslie Dockendorff 
BUSINESS COMM. CHAIR Robert Campbell 
EVENING COORDINATORS Dan Nicholson & 

Julie Siftar 
ED SCHOOL CHAIR  Liz  St. Louis 
ED SCHOOL ASST. CHAIR Jeremy St. Louis 
GEMS EDITORS Bill Milford  

Din Stevens  

 
NNESRE TRUSTEES 
PRESIDENT: KATE FIORAVANTI 
VP: CHARLES SMITH  
TREASURER: HANS SEITZ 
TRUSTEES (BY TERM EXPIRATION DATE): 

2013: Robert Campbell, Jen Hanrahan, Ed 

Thompson, Robin Ogden, Allie Bruch, Steve Kaye 

2014: Charlie Soper, Debbie Eskra, Barb Siftar, 

Marianne Fontana, Joe Morrissey, Travis Leap 

 

2015: Kate Fioravanti, Hans Seitz, Charles Smith, 

Jen Leaf, Ann Courtney, Meredith Smith  

 

 

Friday Night (High)Lights 
This is it, folks! 

 

6:30 Watermelon seed (or alternative 
projectile) spitting contest - Front of Inn 
7:30  Shabbat Celebration in the Pines  
8:15  Closing Ceremony 
Barn and Green (8:00 musicians call) 
9:30   Dancing in the Barn with Barb. 

 



 2 Friday - August 3rd 2012 
Coffeehouse Devolves Into  
Rock N’ Roll Rave! 
That definitely was NOT decaf 
 
After a fairly tame and contemplative 
Coffeehouse, a sudden flair of adolescent 
energy being mainly channeled by one James 
Peters –created a cacophony of sound known 
as rock n’ roll – for almost a half hour after the 
coffeehouse was officially over.  The level of 
talent for the coffeehouse itself was 
awesome.  It included: 
 

1. Jonathan Leaf – fiddle and vocals 
2. Tre Davis – vocal and uke 
3. Ginny Houghtaling – poetry 
4. Dom, Chris, and Tre – song 
5. Chris Peters – a quadratic song of an 

unknown equation 
6. Derek Hall and Joel Garrett – song 
7. Stefan Livsey and Rose Ganley- song 
8. Alycia Kauffman (Bill and Chris) – song for her 

husband going overseas. 
9. Sam Kern and Chris Peters –

song/instrumental 
10. Allie Bruch – Da’ Blues 
11. Josh Baumer – song dedicated to his parents 
12. Barb Siftar – Lovely Irish ditty 
13. Bill Milford – Song about transition 
14. Gail Nickse (Trevor, Larry, Einar, Sam) – Jazz 

song 
15. Fred Griffeth – song – I Wish I Knew How It 

Would Feel to Be Free! (Trevor, Larry, Einar, 
Sam) 

16. Kevin Weston – Proclaimers hit  – 500 miles – 
ditta di dah!!!!!! 

 
Then like a 3 year old declaring “I want my 
Maypo!”  - Jim Peters was able to cajole a gaggle 
of skilled Winni rock n’ roll wannabees (Trevor, 
Chris, Bill, Larry, Einar) to man a band – and 
guest vocalists Fred, Gail, Allie, and the man of 
the hour: Paul DiTucci – to step forward to cover 
some rock n classics including:  Bring It Back 
Home to Me, I Saw Her Standing There, Twist 
and Shout, Johnny B. Goode, You Make Me Feel 
Like A Natural Woman, The Saints Go Marching 
In, and I Want to Hold Your Hand.   
 
Whilst Evening Coordinator Julie Nicholson fretted 
over noise complaints from as far as Concord, 

she could not find her husband Dan.  She 
failed to look down as he was writhing on the 
floor in a roll n’ roll fantasy.  The upside was 
that the chapel did not need to be swept after 
the event.  Just goes to show that if you pack 
that much talent and intensity into a 
coffeehouse and ignite it with caffeine – 
something’s gotta give! 

 
Thank-yous from Julie and Dan 
Evening coordinators offer big 
thanks to: 
- All the talented musicians who played the 

music for the Labyrinth Walk – a beautiful 
experience.  And a special thanks to Larry 
Kern for organizing all this.  

- Barb for hosting the Family Dance! 
- CoffeeHouse thanks to:  

 Larry and Einar for helping out with 
setup and providing accompaniment.  
They gave blood, sweat, and tears – 
with the emphasis on sweat.    

 Trevor for coaching and providing 
support and for stepping in on drums! 

 Kevin Weston for hosting and providing 
the technical support! 

 To all of our talented performers for 
sharing your love of song.   

 And special thanks to The Encore 
Band! As the song says, “You gotta 
sing when the Spirits is Sing.  Dance 
when the Spirits is Dance.”  (And swim 
when the spirits is swim?) The spirits 
was singing and dancing last night and 
the band brought us along.   
 

To all:  Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

Pitch in to Thank our Caner-
in-Residence 
 
The Inn Porch caning project is almost 
complete, thanks to the generous (ie gratis) 
teaching of Vicki Thelemarck.  We will enjoy 
these rejuvenated chairs for years to come.  
Please consider donating a few dollars to 
thank and compensate Vicki for her time.  
Please see Amy Bruch with contributions.  
Thanks! 
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Gross NNESRE Happiness 
Index:  7.6   

 

GNP (Gross Domestic Product) is old thinking. 
We now have GNH, a smarter measure – see the 
Robert Kennedy  quote below in this GEMS.   
In an endeavor of part fun and part seriousness, a 
group of rogue Winni social-techs have measured 
the well-being of our community. Two questions 
were asked at each of the 5 pre-dinner parties – 
Chapel Line, Dock Row, College Row, Gibbes 
and Lake View Cabins. 
 
1. On a scale of 1 – 10, how satisfied are you 

with your letting go during this week – letting 
yourself relax, etc? – average answer in box 
above. 

2. How many new people were welcomed to 
your party? – answers ranged from 3 to 16. 

This “action research” is designed to facilitate 
one’s own actions. The GNH value of 7.6 is 
interesting, but not the main point. Engagement is 
what really matters – what we “techs” really want 
as a result. Reports from parties indicate 
interesting discussions ensued!   
 
Robert Kennedy on GNP, 40 years ago:  
 

Too much and too long, we seem to have 
surrendered community excellence and 
community values in the mere accumulation of 
material things. Our gross national product...if we 
should judge the United States of America by that 
- counts air pollution and cigarette advertising, 
and ambulances to clear our highways of 
carnage. It counts special locks for our doors and 
the jails for those who break them. It counts the 
destruction of our redwoods and the loss of our 
natural wonder in chaotic sprawl...  
Yet the gross national product does not allow for 
the health of our children, the quality of their 
education, or the joy of their play. It does not 
include the beauty of our poetry or the strength of 
our marriages; the intelligence of our public 
debate or the integrity of our public officials. It 
measures neither our wit nor our courage; neither 
our wisdom nor our learning; neither our 
compassion nor our devotion to our country; it 
measures everything, in short, except that which 
makes life worthwhile. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miles St. Louis letting go.  Personal GNH score: 10! 
 

LABRYRINTH WALK 
 

The annual labyrinth walk was held last night 
under a rising full moon, with atmospheric 
music provided by Larry Kern, Robert 
Campbell, Trevor Davis, and friends.  Wow!  
(Were those the ominous chords of “Jaws” we 
heard when the Chapel Line crowd appeared 
on the scene?) 
 
So many campers came to walk the path that 
at times the scene resembled a large-scale ant 
farm.  But it was a peaceful, contemplative ant 
farm and all came away with a sense of inner 
calm and the renewed spiritual strength to 
carry a bread crumb ten times their body 
weight.  

 

Haiku 
A soft malaise drifts, 
And recently born is cute 
While beauty floats in 

- Len Raymond 

 
 

    Saturday Breakfast Menu 
    Bye Bye Breakfast Bar 
    Parting is Sweet Sorrow Pancakes 
    Sayonara Sausage 
    Don’t-Take-It-So-Hard Boiled Eggs 
   Missing You Always Blueberry Muffins 
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E-Val-u-ate the Positive  
(and also, e-val-u-ate the negative)  
 

At the board meeting yesterday, Kate Eskra 
pointed out that the Program Committee is 
actually the Program and Evaluation Committee. 
Accompanying the GEMS is your overall camp 
evaluation.  This evaluation is the primary tool for 
improving Winni for 2012.  Please complete both 
the course evaluations and the overall Winni 
evaluations and put them in the boxes on the Inn 
front porch or the Meeting House front porch.  
Your feedback really helps!  
  

 - Art Hunt, Program and Evaluation 
Committee Chair  

 
 

Standing Ovation FROM The Choir 
 

The choir Director, Susie Hawthorne, and 
everyone in the choir would like to thank the multi-
talented Diane Soper for donning the 
accompanist’s duties this week – in the absence 
of Susie genetic workhorse, her daughter Carrie.  
Diane provides the keyboard savvy that keeps the 
choir afloat and on key! Thanks Diane! 

 

Lil’ Dean Swimmi Review 
 

Some people are just stupid. Humans have 
evolved to faster transportation than swimming. 

 
 
Lil’ “Rosie Ruiz” Dean proposes alternative to swimming 

 

Lil’ Dean Superlatives 
1. Most likely to get injured – Joe Morrissey 
2. Most likely to never stop singing – Tom 

Weston 
3. Most likely to jump on you – Any child 

under 12 
4. Most likely to rain – Clouds  
5. Most likely to forever be awesome – Lil’ 

Dean 
6. Most likely to wear socks and sandals – Bill 

Milford 
7. Most likely to create rules – Peter 

Claypoole 
8. Most likely to break rules – Mike Nizin 
9. Most likely to dance like a boss – Barb 

Siftar 
10. Most likely to always be singing on the Inn 

Porch – John Arnold 
11.  Most likely to clap – Lou Weeks 

 
Lil’ Deans Mother Denounces Lil’ 
Dean  
After a week of silence, the Lil' Dean's mother 
has issued a statement indicating that the 
views expressed by Lil' Dean do not 
necessarily reflect the views of anyone else in 
the family, the camp or perhaps the planet.  
 
"Lil' Dean has sought to overthrow her father's 
deanly power base with her interminable lists 
of rules and anarchistic tendencies but I will 
stand by my husband," said the First Lady. "In 
case of family political schism, I will go with the 
Dean's pension."  
 
When asked for a comment, the Lil' Dean 
responded: "Lil' Dean's mama is a petty 
bourgeois capitalist throw-back. The world 
needs to hear the Lil' Dean sing, play the nose 
flute, pontificate, appear in every Hoot act, etc, 
etc."  
 
After this short speech, the Lil' Dean was seen 
receiving her allowance to from her mother so 
that she could go to the scoop shop for a 
double. Lil Dean's mama explained, "While this 
attempted coup has hurt all of our feelings, I 
wouldn't want to see the poor child go hungry."  
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SWIMMI BY NUMBERS 

First Last Best 2012 
Semi 

2012 

Nolan Livsey debut   0:33:16 

Bobbi Jagel 0:36:12   0:36:12 

Joey Stafford-Abbot debut   0:36:42 

Rachel McGlashan debut   0:40:46 

Ed Cunningham 0:37:31   0:42:44 

Joann Milford 0:37:44   0:44:28 

Simon Alcierre debut   0:46:44 

Leslie Ganley 0:46:48   0:49:02 

Hillary Irvine debut   0:49:10 

Julie Siftar 0:41:12   0:49:10 

Cameron Brosius debut   0:54:55 

Mary Hunt 0:44:36   0:44:36 

Art Hunt 0:51:12   0:55:37 

Bill Jagle 1:01:40   1:07:53 

Jason Brosius 0:59:00   1:08:24 

Rachel Krauss debut   1:12:43 

Sean Wedig 1:11:20   1:12:43 

Stefannie Ulfsson debut   1:20:18 

Einar Ulfsson debut   1:20:26 

Myriam Siftar   0:23:26   

Shannon Smith debut 0:25:24   

Kevin Smith   0:26:29   

Celia Nicholson debut 0:28:30   

Bari Prince   0:28:59   

Lisetta Silvestri debut 0:30:19   

Shelly Stackhouse debut 0:31:15   

Beth Siftar debut 0:33:25   

 

Spooning at WINNI 
Mobs wields spoons, sticks 
 

We can’t help but notice the numerous campers 
walking the campus clutching their newly-carved, 
sanded, and honed spoons, walking sticks, and 
other implements.  (Fred Griffeth performed with 
spoon in hand at the Hoot, for instance.)  Of 
course, the fact that they can clutch these things 
is good news – it means they have retained 
enough fingers in the midst of the flying, flaying 
cleavers and hatchets to retain the human ability 
to grasp objects.  Are they holding on out of 
attachment?  Threat?  Intractable hand cramps?  
We think it’s love and pride in the process of 
making something whole and useful from start to 
finish.  Nice work, folks, and thanks, Reinaldo, for 
the inspiration! 
 

New Revised Winni Version 
Psalm 23 to Amazing Grace 
 

God is my shepherd, I'll not want. 
I will in pastures lie. 
God leads me past still waters and 
Restores my soul besides. 
 

For Your name's sake You guide my steps, 
I fear no evil now. 
And though I walk through darkest vale, 
I feel Your holy pow'r. 
 

Your rod and staff, they comfort me, 
Your table full with bread, 
And as the fears of this life swirl 
Your love anoints my head. 
 

For all my days my cup o'er flows, 
With mercy, good and strong, 
And I will live in God's good house, 
For all my whole life long.  
 
Written by the combined classes of "The Word 
" According to Whom? 
 

Haiku for Dad by Julia Ganley 
 

Shows me the joys of nature 
Makes me laugh and smile 
Hugs me tight and won’t let go. 
 

Thank You from the Ed. School 
 

Thank you so much to all of our wonderful Ed 
School Teachers for providing a fun, safe, and 
engaging week for our Winni children, youth, 
and young adults.   Among our many blessings 
this week were a truly remarkable group of 
teachers:  they led the children in songs, 
games, shelter construction, exploring, 
creating, and building friendships that will last a 
lifetime.  Special thanks to our first time Teen 
Talk Coordinator, Joey Stafford Abbott, and his 
team of co-facilitators: Allie DiTucci, Sam Kern, 
and Chris Peters.  And thanks to all the young 
adults who attended throughout the week . 
 

The challenges of running a camp youth 
program are numerous and the flexibility and 
generous nature of our Ed School staff has 
been outstanding. We thank you as Ed School 
Directors and on behalf of our Community!   
- Leslie Ganley and Joann Milford 
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Riddles  
(warm-ups for the joke-off tonight?) 
 

Q: What did Adam say to his wife the day before 
Christmas? 
A:  It’s Christmas, Eve. 
 
Q: Why did the Christmas cookie go to the 
doctor? 
A: It was feeling crummy. 
 
Q: What do you have in December that you don’t 
have in any other month? 
A: The letter ‘D.’ 
 

Limericks to end your week  
 
A pretty young miss from Waterloo 
Sadly tripped and broke her shoe 
While still in midair 
She cried in despair, 
“I lost my ‘sole,’ now what’ll I do?” 
 
There once was a man from Poughkeepsie 
Who drank too much and go tipsy 
He vowed again and again 
“I’ll never touch gin!” 
But pour me some tea and I’ll tip thee!” 
 
Several young people from Wellfleet. 
Created a band with a fast beat 
Their music was good 
They did what they should 
Only trouble they was their sore feet. 
 
- by Linda Sacco 
 

 
Walking the Labyrinth 

 

 
 
Lucien Parker and Kara Tucker – taking in 
a generational fiddle jam.

 
Reinaldo enjoys a good laugh as another a 
finger is thrown into the class phalange 
pile. 

 
The Dock Road Men enjoyed personal 
escorts and custom waiters for their 
lunchtime meal as an homage from the 
Chapel Line men for a Hoot Act they 
proclaimed was for the ages. 
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Allison Milford, Bob Ganley and Tom Whipp 
at the beach! 
 

 
Your 2012 Winni Swimmi Winner: 
Nolan Livsey!!!!!!!! 
 
 

 
Awaiting Swimmi swimmers at the finish line. 
 

 
2012 Dennis Courtney Memorial Winni 
Swimmi Participants! 
 

 
Allie n’ Amy Bruch – Caning n talking… 
talking n’ caning… 
 
 

 
Labyrinth music makers 
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Traffic jam in the labyrinth.  Despite this, each 
participant was served with insight, peace of 
mind, and an occasional mosquito bite ….in a 
timely fashion. 
 
 

 
Coffee house talent – Einar and Jerry! 

 
Coffeehouse A capella: Stacy, Deanna and 
Meredith 
 

 
Alycia Kaufmann belts out a dedication to 
her husband who is headed to 
Afghanistan. 
 

 
Joel Garrett belts out “Wonderful Tonight”  
with Jeremy St. Louis on guitar. 
 

 
Adam Brosious croons with a uke! 
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Ginny Houghtaling reads some lovely poetry. 
 
 

 
Jonathan Leaf fiddles around. 

 

 
Congratulations to our New Dean, Lou 
Weeks on a successful week.  Here he is 
seen riding out of town on his rubber 
ducky… 

 
Filling 
space, we 
pause 
 

A large 
font to 
express 
love 
 

See you 
next year, 
Winnites 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=daffy+duck+bathing+suit&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1W1SKPT_enUS440&biw=1024&bih=555&tbm=isch&tbnid=3pY7O3SryqdaoM:&imgrefurl=http://www.buypartycostumes.com/rubber-duck-rider-inflatable-adult-costume.html&docid=mApk7Cv2gNZWxM&imgurl=http://www.buypartycostumes.com/pimages/large/Rubber-Duck-Rider-Inflatable-Adult-Costume.jpg&w=1400&h=1400&ei=sggcUPHkDqq36gGs3oC4CQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=114&vpy=151&dur=676&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=134&ty=112&sig=101186252454334819117&page=3&tbnh=173&tbnw=173&start=32&ndsp=12&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:32,i:180
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The GEMS Says 
“Thank You!” and  
“Y’all come back 

now, hear?” 
 

It has been another banner week in the 
GEMS office this year.  How we crank out this 
stuff – day after day – it amazes even us who 
know how the sausage is actually being 
made. 
 
The highlights are all people – the steady 
Eddies who are by every day and the drop 
ins, who delight us with gossip, observations, 
and the best juicy stuff – which never actually 
makes the GEMS because we haven’t 
independently vetted it with 4 independent 
sober sources.  You can imagine our 
challenge here. 
 
The lowlights are usually all PC or copier 
related.  People we can rely on like clockwork 
– Word formatting and the BIZHUB 500’s 
constant reminder for us to call a technician 
leaves us saying “if you are so smart, call one 
yourself…” 
 
But what makes the GEMS the GEMS is the 
fact that people make the news at NNESRE – 
you live, you laugh, you create, you wax 
poetic, you nap and we get good photos. 
 
So THANK YOU to all who have helped to 
make our week so much fun.  Number one on 
the list is ex-Dean, ex-Chaplain, and the man 
who can make any piece of news – 
newsworthy – Jim Peters.  His insider humor 
and quick wit generates paragraphs faster 
than we can format’em. 
 
The new Dean’s clan were steady 
contributer’s – most especially the Lil’ Dean – 

who palpable absence from the office was 
felt this year. However, her witty retorts to 
the First Family kept us laughing and 
wishing the best for the family’s therapist.   
 
Special thanks to Lou – Lil’ Dean’s Dean – 
and Lillian – the First Lil’ Dean’s Mother – 
for their contributions. 
 
Also thank you to Linda Sacco for a 
steady flow of humor and haiku to help us 
make our pages come alive. 
 
And to our GEMS paparazzi – thank you 
so much for providing photos that can 
speak a 1,000 words.  Charlie Smith has 
been our steady man on the go – hitting all 
major events and sending great shots for 
inclusion.  And Art Hunt has emailed 
numerous shots into us that we have used 
during the week.  Thanks so much Art and 
Charlie! 
 
Lynette Tucker Colvin provided extra 
coffee when our editing energy ran low and 
we are deeply appreciative. 
 
The GEMS and its commensurate duties 
are busy ones during the week and 
sometimes during the year – but they are 
do-able, enjoyable, and it provides us with 
a satisfying way to have an impact on the 
community we love.   
 
We welcome all comers who would like to 
step up and learn more about the actual 
mechanics as we would not mind stepping 
aside for a new generation.  It would 
probably take a year to mentor someone 
into the role so please let us know so we 
can get you officially get on board next 
summer! 
 
Till then – we write and we wait for our 
Pulitzer.  Have a great year and thanks for 
a wonderful week! 
Din Stevens and Bill Milford 
 


