THE GENEVA GEMS

Day One Deluge
Weeks Reign = Week of Rain?

Our first full day at camp under the Weeks
administration was a wet one, with rain and
showers broken up by occasional torrential
downpours. The campus blossomed with
umbrellas, raincoats, boots, and quite possibly a
widespread outbreak of trenchfoot as campers got
no relief from the precipitation.

A particularly heavy torrent fell just after lunch,
trapping groups of campers in the Inn and under
the tent outside. The rain let up long enough to
allow campers to take cover — leading into an
afternoon that heavily featured napping and
reading. More ambitious campers took to caning
chairs on the porch, and a few hearty souls were
seen at the beach and even out on the raft late in
the afternoon, though it was rumored some had
been washed into the lake by the runoff from the
campus above.

Another downpour swept through after dinner, as a
large crowd gathered in the Chapel for Evening
Watch and stayed on for the Barb n’ Bill n” Friends
Concert. Barb later tried a little meteorologic jiu-
jitsu by leading us through “I Love the Rainy
Nights” in the Barn.

Tom Weston smiled quietly to himself throughout,
noting that the weather might already be starting to
wash away the goodwill purchased with ice cream
the previous night. The Weston reign was by and
large a dry and sunny one, said Tom, and nobody
IS going to accuse Dean Weeks of running a dry
camp. At least not yet.

Campers smiled and cheered this AM as Dean
Weeks and former Dean Weston stood at the mike
together and noted “We have sunshine!”

Crisis in Women’s Bathhouse
Bob Ganley steps in

When Joann Milford came running out of the
shower house on Sunday calling for help, Bob
Ganley wasted no time in rushing to the rescue.
Reportedly, a shower fixture had broken away
from the wall, spewing water in all directions.
Ganley reportedly waved all others aside and went
immediately to the aid of the women in undress —
oops, we mean distress. The appropriate shutoff
valve was found and turned and calm was restored.
On the record, Ganley claimed that he asked that
the women come out of the bathhouse before he
went in to provide service.

There has been no official explanation for how the
shower fixture came to be loose. Other witnesses
report seeing a thin, athletic, white male,
approximately 50 years old, exiting the women’s
bathhouse with an Allen wrench in the very early
hours of Sunday morning and escaping on a
bicycle.

Tonight’s Schedule

6:45 Evening watch -- Council Ring
7:15 Weston Campfire — Council Ring
8:30 Teen Campfire — Campground
9:00 Dancing in the Barn

9:00 Fireside Chat with Len Raymond —
Meetinghouse Screened Porch
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The View From The Stage
“This Band Is Your Band....”

Harmonies Abound In Annual Concert

Another great evening of sing-a-long, rock a-long
n’ sleep-along tunes were proffered by Winni
songsters Fred Griffeth, Gail Nickse, Chris Peters,
and Bill Milford. From gospel to R&B, folk to
funk, and everything in between (hmm, no
bagpipes — maybe next year) — a fun evening of
great musical variety was experienced.

The set list read something like this: An homage
to the newly created legacy of Kyle Nisson’s new
professional baseball in Take Me Out to the Ball
Game. A gospel gem of Life Is A Ball Game
offered the metaphorical theology of God as Coach
and you as a 3-2 pitcher with the bases loaded —
lots of luck. Gail and Barb cranked up their pipes
for another gospel treat Looking for a Miracle.
Chris Peters debuted some songs from his new
“Almost September” starting with the touching
generation to generation tribute song Every
Second in That Willow Tree.

Bill presented a birthday tribute song to visiting
friends from the Northfield with Healing Heart.
Then Bill shared his lack of marital wisdom in
Things You Don’t Say to Your Wife. Gail and
Fred shared their spousal reflections and tight
harmony with You’re the Kind of Trouble I Can
Get In To. Gail soloed in a song authored by
former Winnitte Lynn Adler, One Hundred Years
From Now — a sober reminder of the complexities
of the world we are living in. Fred brought us back
to a safer place with the jazzy What A Wonderful
World — with the talented Einar Ulfsson joining
the band on keyboards. Chris then offered another
hit from his upcoming CD — Planets .

Barb then offered a zen theology of “Let Go, Give
In, Give Up, Surrender” with the song Surrender.
The show closed with a fabulous full Winni voiced
sing-a-long of the Woody Guthrie classic This
Land is Your Land — complete with his lesser
well known verses regarding distributive justice.

The crowded just about demanded an encore, or at
least subtlety implied so and the band returned
with a sleepy night-night harmonic gem called
“Riley’s Lullaby”.

Special thanks to all the musicians and to Kevin
Weston for his masterful prestidigitation of the
sound board levels.

Memorial Service on
Wednesday

Per Winni tradition, Wednesday’s service will be
the annual Memorial Service, held at 1:30 at the
Council Ring. Interested people can gather at 1:15
to gather pine needles for the service.
Transportation to the Council Ring will be
provided for those who need it. Please see the
Dean if you will need transportation.

Accu-Winni Weather

Tonight: Clear, in the 60s.
Tomorrow (Tue): 20% chance of rain. High 81.

About Last Night

...and about tonight, and tomorrow night
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Heartfelt thanks from your Evening
Coordinators to....

To the fabulously entertaining Bill ‘n Barb concert
performers:

Barb Siftar

Bill Milford

Gail Nickse

Fred Griffeth

Chris Peters

Einar “The Iceman” Ulfsson

And special appreciation for the sensational
sound-tech stylings of:
Kevin Weston!

Thanks to Barb for rip-snortin’ dancin’ leadin’
follin’ the Concert, and to Jon Arnold for running
the dance music system!

Tonight...It’s the Weston Campfire at the Council
Ring. Come one, come all and serenade the lake
with Winni’s finest traditional songs. The loons
circle this date on their calendar, so let’s make this
an evening to remember.

TUESDAY NIGHT IS “OLYMPIC” GAMES
NIGHT ON THE GREEN!

Remember, if you can, after dinner change into
Olympic colors:
(Blue or yellow or green or red or black)

Try to wear 100% of one color — special treats
could well be in store for the person or persons
who best exemplify each color!

Feel free, of course to come as you are, just
COME!

GAMES YOU’VE BROUGHT TO SHARE CAN
BE DROPPED OFF AT THE MEETING HOUSE
PORCH TO DAN AND JULIE ON TUESDAY
JUST BEFORE DINNER

Len Raymond To Talk on
Restorative Practices

Fireside ChatTonight!

I will be doing a mock restorative circle with five
volunteers. Discussions will follow. The
restorative approach is best described as an
approach — and tools — for restoring community in
a disconnected world.

I missed Winni last year to attend a conference on
restorative paractices. | am getting a masters in it
with a focus on youth services. It is the only, other
thing that inspires me as Winni does. There is such
beauty in both.

The restorative approach started with restorative
justice, expanded into education and then family
decision making, such as deciding where to place a
child that needs to be removed from a home. It
shows great promise for playing a significant role
in transforming this planet into a civil world. But
best of all —and this is just my take on it — it
transforms painful, messy situations into micro-
communities engaged in acts of courage and
beauty.

- Len

GPC Bakes the Cake

Special thanks to the GPC bakery and kitchen for
the beautiful cake to celebrate Jerry Christman’s
60" birthday. His real birthday is August 13", but
cake is cake. Anyone can order a cake at GPC All
you need to do is get an order form for the cake at
the Administration building, fill it out, and return it
to the office.

- Sue Hartley
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Tuesday Menu

Breakfast

Breakfast Bar — last call
Cheddar Scrambulated Eggs
Sassy Hashy Browns

Sliced sp.....ham
Cinnabons...baby!

Lunch

Soupy Salad Bar

Varieties of grilled cheese (cooked, not cooked)
Cheese, n tomatoe — ham’n cheese

Frenchy type fries

Coooooookies

Din-Din

Tre n” Parker House Rolls

Chicken flown fresh from Marsala (New Jersey)
Seasoned rice (the season is crunchy)

Veggie option — especially if your kid is
complaining

Chick Pea Ragu with Penne Pasta

Raspberry Squares

Haikus

Beauty dwells inside
At times you hear its laughter
They’re sounds within us

Dancing on moonbeams
Waltzing with you in starlight
Loving hearts are one.

- By Linda Sacco

Deans Head to Head
Weeks and Weston: How they stack up

Two days into the new Administration at
NNESRE, we at the GEMS have been thinking
about Deans past. Here’s a quick comparison of
the current dean and the most recent has-dean:

On lodging
Weston: College Row — erudite, peaceful
Weeks: Chapel Line - ...NOT

On Looks:

Weeks: Boyishly Handsome

Weston: Handsomely Boyish

On exercise

Weston: Loves to Run...long distances
Weeks: Loves to Run...from deanly duties
On Getting the Group’s attention:

Weston: Complex Claps, requiring rhythm and
coordination

Weeks: Simple Clap

On camp hydrology:

Weston: Water, water up from below
Weeks: Water, water, down from above

On management:

Weston: Organizes kids in camp singing
Weeks: Organizes Kids to increase allowanc
On Labor:

Weston: Has no clue as to the whereabouts of
Jimmy Hoffa.

Weeks: Don’t ask

On ink:

Weeks: has “Lillian” tattooed on his arm
Weston: Lillian has “Tom” tattooed on her arm
On Dancing:

Weston: Light on his feet

Weeks: Heavy on your feet

On Campfires:

Weston: Toasts marshmallows with kids
Weeks: Gets toasted, ignores kids

On Breakfast Music:

Weeks: Sings Georgie

Weston: Knew Georgie

Weeks Regime Tightens Grip
As Kim Il Weeks assumes low profile, Kim Weeks
Sun flexes her muscles

Dear Peasants,

Now that my father has been awarded unlimited
power and influence as the new dean. | Abby
Weeks have appointed myself Lil” Dean. You will
receive further notice on my opinions and
commands for the rest of the week. Bow down to
your new ruler. This is not a complete list of my




5 Monday July 30™ - 2012

rules but just thoughts that occurred to me 10
minutes before camp.
With lil’ regards,

- Lil’ Dean (Abby Weeks)

Lil’ Dean Rules !

1. Denise Livsey’s private coffee supply must
now be made in bulk for all campers at all
hours.

2. No one over the age of five is allowed to say
upset the fruit basket during barn dancing. ..
You must think of a fruit.

3. During an ultimate Frisbee game when two
people are arguing about the rules, if one of
those people is Scott Gatto then the other
person is wrong.

4. During any argument on any subject if one
the people arguing is Mike Knisson then
Mike Nisinn is wrong.

5. Lil’ Dean can switch ultimate Frisbee teams
at any point during the game if the other team
if winning (or has Scott Gatto)

6. All Red Sox gear banned from camp.
(Dockendorffs offer to share clothing and
Chapel Line turns into nudist colony)

7. After extensive medical research Joe
Morrissey is no longer allowed to perform
any athletic activity at Winni except
retrieving ice from Jojo’s.

8. Lifeguard must taxi Lil’ Dean to far dock on
the surfboard. If the dock is over populated
scary lifeguard has permission to push little
children off the dock to make room for Lil’
Dean.

9. Instead of Hey Georgie every morning at half
past eight everyone will sing “Bring Lil’
Dean A Rose In the Winter Time”

10. No person shall be seen or heard playing the
bagpipe except from 1-2:30pm

11. Quiet time shall be 1-2:30pm

*List of punishments and consequences to come

Haiku for Eric

Words are merely words
‘Til the GEMS elucidates
All is then made clear

TALK ABOUT YOUR BIRTH
STORY?

Every morning from about 9:00 to about 11:00, |
have the pleasure of taking care of babies here at
Winni in the Meeting House. I’m a trained birth
and post partum doula, which means | love
anything and everything having to do with birth
and the precious first few weeks at home with
baby, and beyond. Do you remember your birth
story, whether it was this year, 10 years ago, or 35?
Do you like to talk about your story? Or would you
like to have a baby someday, but not sure of all the
options available, what it’s like, etc? Feel free to
stop by the Meeting House in the comfy room with
rockers, anytime during 1% and 2" periods. Rock
with a baby and talk to me about your birth stories
or your birth hopes for the future ...

-Kathy Pike

Correction:

On yesterday’s Daily Deal the Scoop Shop hours
were listed as 2-4 PM and 2-4 PM. The Scoop
Shop is indeed open from 2-4 pm, but it also is
open from 8-10 PM.

Strange Issue with Shower House

Pipes Resolved

After yesterday's rain, campers began to report
strange noises coming from the shower house. At
first, these noises were attributed to water pressure
and some blockage in the pipes, but plumbers
could find nothing wrong. (At least nothing new
that was wrong.) As the strange noises continued
to emanate from the stalls, parents kept young
children away from the building, as a brave crew
gathered in brightly colored rain boots and
protective ponchos to venture inside to see what
suffering animal might be trapped there.
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When the last shower stall was forced open, the
problem was revealed. Hamish Blackman, refusing
to allow his bag piping to be stopped by a little
torrential rain, had ensconced himself in the stall
for some afternoon rehearsal time. Said the
determined pied piper, "l don't care what the
weather is, or what the tyrannical Li’l Dean says,
the world needs to hear me play! And in this
shower stall, I have found my perfect venue - a
captive audience and plenty of rats to follow me."

Hamish cleans his pipes in the Nisson’s shower

Winni Course Choices

From course to course you’re flip flopping,
Whilst the rain left your clothes a sopping,
Should I cook fresh with Faye,

Or bend a yoga like way,

Or perhaps raise some cane or be chopping!
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Faye demonstrates her love for both cooking and
Amy Bruch with the four-handed love chop

Reinaldo demonstrates his love for wood with the one-
handed axe-chop




