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The Geneva GEMS 
 

Dean Trips Over His Own 
Low Bar of Expectations 
Chapel Line Residents Ponder “What Bar?” 

 

In a stunning admission of his own fallibility, the 
new NNESRE Dean, Lou Weeks, seemed to 
embrace his campaign slogan of “One n’ Done” 
by admitting he is merely the Poster Child 
representing the real work and effort that goes 
in to making Winni …. Winni! 
 

Even while basking in the glory of the successful 
Dean’s Saturday Sundae Social – Weeks admitted 
it wasn’t his idea, that he ate more than he 
should have, and was unabashedly stealing 
cherries from little children’s hot fudge sundaes. 
 

Despite the Dean’s welcoming of critics – the 
first newly revised Saturday ceremonies had a 
new feel while being held in an old location 
because of the inclement weather.  The Sundae 
Social was a smash because it was ice cream and 
we are human. 
 

Newly anointed Chaplain Eric Dupee welcomed 
the newly hot fudged stained throngs in the 
Meeting Hall with music lead by the divine Ms. 
Barb Siftar.  The Rev. Dupee’s message of eagles 
kicking their eaglets out of their nests and only 
providing assistance upon imminent disaster did 
not fall upon the deaf ears of parents.  With 
eagerness, parents began silent prayers of 
“you’re on your own – get your own scoop shop 
money!”  A musical presentation of “Eagle’s 
Wings” – closed a very strong and engaging 
Evening Watch service.  
 
The Dean’s opening salvo of promising “I will 
offend you” by the end of the week seemed to 
be an understatement.  By the end of his first 5 

minutes – he told the kids – “no TV” – the teens 
“Learn from your elders” – and adults that he 
was lowering the bar – knowing darn well that 
backs of the older generation are way to tender 
to bend over that far. 
 
Barb Siftar recharged the dwindling spirits by 
speaking to the “Generation to Generation” 
camp theme and leading us in intergenerational 
small group chatter to get the glue going 
between the ages.   To close these exercises, 
Barb had each group create a sound and motion 
– which considering the volume of ice cream that 
had been et – was inevitable. 
 
Art Hunt introduced this year’s faculty, which 
included introductory statements expounding 
the Gospel of Mark, “Let’s Eat”, and some pickin’ 
n grinnin’ to draw folks into the world of Peace 
Corp Service.  The wide variety of courses 
offered this year reflects the camp’s 
commitment to broadening the appeal of 
intergenerational participation. 

 

 

Dean Weeks indicating how many gallons of ice 
cream he ate 
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Tonight’s Schedule 
 

6:30   Communion in the Pines (the     Pines is 
behind the Chapel – Chapel if rain) 
7:15ish Barb n Bill n Chris n Gail n Fred n You n 
the Audience show 
8:00-10:00 Scoop Shop Open 
9:00 Dancing in the Barn with Barb 

 
Thanks-You 
- Thanks to Leslie Dockendorff for many hours of 
work getting us housed, registered, and settled 
in.   It’s a thankless job but we thank you!  
 
- Thanks to Barb and rest of the opening night 
subcommittee (Allie Bruch, Julie Siftar, and Dan 
Nicholson) for putting together and running our 
fabulous opening night program last night and 
thanks to Chris Peters, Bill Milford, Beth LeBar, 
Allie Bruch, and Amy Bruch leading the singing 
and providing accompaniment. 
 
- Thanks to Barb for leading the dancing in the 

Barn last night.    

 

 
Leslie Dockendorff smiles while collecting your 
money.  (Linda Higgins looks on.) 
 

 
 

 
Joann Milford and Leslie Ganley welcome Ed Schoolsters 

 

 
Len Raymond finds creative solution to parking crunch.. 

 

 
Your WINNI Weather 

 

TONIGHT: A thunderstorm in spots early, low 
60° 
   

TOMORROW: Times of clouds and sun Hi 

81° RealFeel® 85° 

 

BEYOND TOMORROW: Chance of showers/t-

storms, but who really knows?  
 

 
Eagle haiku 
 

Tossed upon the waves 
Young ones learn when left alone 
Glug, glug, glug, glug glug 
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From the Chaplain 
 

It has been said that every day a person has two 
good prayers.  Upon waking in the morning, the 
first prayer is “whatever.”  Upon going to bed at 
night, the second prayer is “oh well.” 
 

The first prayer opens a person to whatever life 
will bring on that day.  The second is an 
acceptance and being at peace with mistakes 
that were made and tasks left incomplete. 
 

Most days at Winni, we have opportunity for 
prayer both in the morning and the evening.  
Tonight’s Evening Watch will be one of the two 
opportunities to receive Communion.  The other 
will take place on Friday following Morning 
Watch.  All are welcome at the Communion table 
and are encouraged to participate in any way 
that feels comfortable. 
 

Evening Watch is scheduled to take place in the 
Pines (behind the Chapel) tonight, but we will 
meet in the Chapel in the event of rain.  IF you 
like to sing, Susie Hawthorne is organizing a 
choir.  The choir will rehearse after dinner 
tonight. 

 
Le  Menu 

 

DINNER SUNDAY 
Roast turkey with stuffing, garlic mashed 

potatoes, green beans, butternut squash. 

Or, veggie option: Sauteed tofu (makes you think 
twice about being a carnivore) 

 

MONDAY 
Breakfast: Pancakes, hardboiled eggs, bacon, 

cranberry muffins 
 

Lunch: Grilled chicken sandwiches, soup/salad 
bar, chocolate chip cookies 

 
Dinner: Pasta with meatballs (or without, for 

veggie option).  Roasted zucchini & summer 

squash, éclairs.   

 

Bill N' Barb N’ Chris N’ Gail N’ ’Fred 
N’ Bob N’ Alice N’ You! 
In Concert Tonight 
 

The annual welcome to Winni concert featuring 
Barb Siftar, Bill Milford, and Chris Peters – will 
once again be enhanced by the rhythm n blues n 
gospel chops of the very talented Gail Nickse and 
Fred Griffeth.  Last year’s show was a ton of fun 
with strong performances and great community 
sing alongs.  Join  BBCGF for another great show 
of fun and surprises! 
 
If you are interested in a copy of last year’s 
concert – CDs of the songs from the show are 
available for a donation to the Camp Scholarship 
fund ($10 suggested).  Please see Bill Milford or a 
the table at the concert or the bazaar for copies.   
 
Songs included in this year’s CD of last year’s 
concert are: 
 
I’m A Believer 
My Old Man 
I Don’t Fit 
Wasted Hours 
IHOP (guitar instrumental) 
Quarter Moon 
Trouble Soon Be Over 
To Make You Feel My Love 

The Sideman 
My Faith Carries Me Up 
You Got What It Takes 
Up Above My Head 
Amen 
 

It’s “Almost September” in early 
August! 
Chris Peters’ latest CD of original music, Almost 
September, is fresh off the presses and is 
expected to arrive here by Wednesday.  Please 
see Chris if you are interested in being one of the 
very first to own a copy. 
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Crafters Unite! 
 

This week, at 2:00 in the Meeting Room side 
porch, Gloria Hoda and Sue Hartley will be 
hosting an informal gathering of knitters, 
yarners, quilters (you know who you are) to 
share some time together and compare projects.  
The meetings are strictly BYOS as in Bring Your 
Own Stash.  See Gloria or Sue if you have any 
questions. 

 
Not that we’re going to need it, 
but… 
In the unlikely event of another rainy morning in 
camp, Morning Watch will meet in the Chapel.   
In the event of multiple rainy mornings, we 
suggest that more or you might want to join us  
in the Chapel and pray assiduously for better 
weather.  If the week goes badly enough, it could 
turn out to be like a game of Sardines. 

 

Chat Up Your Fellow Campers 
 

Evening Coordinators Julie and Dan are 
interested to know if anyone would like to lead a 
fireside chat. For those of you not familiar with 
these talks, the Fireside Chat is an informal 
talk/discussion on any topic of interest, 
particularly any topic enhanced by firelight (and 
what isn’t?)  If you have an idea for a talk you’d 
like to give yourself or a topic you’d like to hear 
someone else talk about, please let Julie and Dan 
know.  They’ll be happy to put you on the 
schedule or try to recruite an appropriate 
discussant.  
 

Bring Out Your Games! 
Please report to the Winni Olympic Committee 
(Julie Siftar and Dan Nicholson) if you brought 
games to share for our Winni Olympiad on 
Tuesday night.   

Presentation for Peter! 
He wears his heart on his sleeve and now 
the rules on his chest! 
 

GPC Director Peter Claypoole was presented 
with a T-Shirt detailing all the GPC rules by 
NNESRE representatives Barb Siftar and Din 
Stevens.  The attractive shirt, with a font size of 
.00011, lists of the conditions of disaster 
(including a coup of the Dean – which might 
actually be a relief…) and the actions to take.   
 
So in a pinch, if there is a fire, flood, tsunami, 
hurricane, or outbreak of food poisoning.  You 
can either read the handout at registration, look 
at the last page of the Saturday GEMS, or ask 
Peter to show his shirt! 
 
Eds Note:  If you wish to read any of the rules 
governing the craftsmanship and journalistic 
professionalism that goes into the GEMS, we 
have those written on our thongs. 
 

Coming Attractions: Junior High 
Firepit  
The Junior high class will be the proud sponsors 
and “owners” of a new firepit to be built behind 
cottage F in the woods across the dirt road.  This 
firepit will serve as a gathering place for this 
cohort of campers as they return to camp 
through the years.   If you have suggestions for 
how to name this group of campers (The Ring of 
Fire?)  or the firepit itself, let us know.   

 
HAIKU  
 

I love your autos 
I ought to love your autos 
They brought you all here! 
 
- Linda Sacco 
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Liz Peters Update! 
 

As announced at last night’s orientation meeting, 
longtime Winni-ite Liz Peters (daughter of Jean 
and Jim, sister of Chris) has moved to China!  For 
the next two years, Liz will teach 11th grade 
English at the Yali Middle School, which is 
located in Changsha, the capital of the Hunan 
prefecture in south-central China.    
 
Liz is currently living in Beijing, completing an 8-
week intensive introduction to Mandarin.  As 
part of her language training, Liz recently found 
herself in a school-wide Mandarin-speaking 
competition, in which to her amazement she 
performed well enough to be sent to a city-wide 
iteration of the same competition.  (Think of the 
“Glee” kids making it to regionals.)   
 

In true Winni fashion, the community sent 
positive energy to Liz at 8:50 last evening, which 
was 8:50 AM Beijing time and just minutes 
before the competition began.  With her hard 
study under her belt and the Winni spirit 
beneath her wings, Liz surged to a tie for the 
Bronze Medal, which came with a 100 yuan 
(~$15.00) prize.  It seems there was a podium 
and a medal ceremony, though exactly what was 
said there was largely unclear to her.  “We eat!” 
Liz is reported at some point to have shouted 
(though in which language we aren’t certain). 
 

So,  as we at camp like to say,  祝贺 to Liz!  
 
For those who would like to follow her 
adventure in more detail, Liz is writing a blog 
(that’s a web-log) of her experiences in China.  
It’s called Wo Wang Le: The Chinese Adventures 
of Liz. 
 
Here is the web address: 
 
http://chineseadventuresofliz.blogspot.com 
 

The earliest entries are at the bottom, so if you 
want the story from the start, scroll down and 
work your way up from there! 
 

The Daily Deal 
 

This here is where what happens when! 
 
7 – 7:45 AM  Morning Swim – Located for your 
convenience at the beach. 
 

7:30 AM Morning Watch – In the Outdoor 
Chapel near the Inn  
 

8:00 to 8:45 AM BREAKFAST 
 

8:30 to 8:45 Kid’s (Pre-K and Older) 
Sing-a-long at the Outdoor Chapel 
 

8:50 - 12:00  Adult Ed. School  
- First period 8:50 – 9:45 
- Second period – 9:55 – 10:50 
- Third period – 11:05 – 12:00 

 

8:45 – 10:50 Kid’s Ed. School  
 

11 to 11:45 AM – Kid’s Swim at the Beach  
 

12:00   Kid Pick-Up at the Flagpole 
 

12:01  Kid Put-Down about 10 feet from the 
flagpoles.  Them kids is heavy! 
 

12:15 – 1:15 PM  LUNCH 
 

1 – 2 PM  QUIET TIME (your digestion is going to 
need all the help it can get) 
 

1 – 2 PM  TEEN TALK (quietly, we presume) 
 

2 – 4 PM  Scoop Shop Open 
 

1 – 5 PM  Free swim at the beach! 
 

2 – 4:00   Scoop Shop is open! 
 

5:30 – 6:30 PM  DINNER  
(with Your New Geneva GEMS) 
 

7:00 to 7:30  PM  Evening Watch 
 

7:30…..  Evening Activities 
Check daily GEMS for listings of Evening Activities 
and their locations.    

http://chineseadventuresofliz.blogspot.com/


 

Common Winni Ailments 

Can you find 25 common Winni ailments like duckrash and sunburn? 

 

D T B X E I L O P B D H O N S O Y R G F  

T A A A N L D F E T O Z O W Q P E O N M  

S L O B R U C E E O M I N R V V M C I Z  

E P E L C N R S T D T G W G O Z E K R R  

S Q I K R B P O U S V Z W G Y H S E O A  

U U M D E E R O E M V G N F C V T R N E  

L R N L E R V G L L D A A A K Z U W S S  

L P L B H R I O S E H E D N H Q B H C S  

A Y A O U D B K N R D A L M P O B I I I  

C P I Q N R B I N O E A V L W T E P T T  

O D Q I Y M N A T H I T N N U O D L A I  

S Z M L F B K N M E O T S C W P T A I E  

T E E F Y P P A H V F M A I I Y O S N K  

S H S A R E E I Q G Y J O T L N E H M O  

W A S O O R K C F R F M S F N B G F O J  

I T H M C E X H A U S T I O N E Q Z S D  

M Q D E N O I T A P I T S N O C I W N A  

M A C I N S O M N I A X M R K J N R I B  

E I H O O T H E M O R R H O I D S L O P  

R Q H T Z T K J P P B C K I M Z Q L H S  

 


