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T h e  G E M S  Y o u r  M a m a  L i k e d !

Hoot Review 2012 
 
Julie and Dan – came to the Hoot fresh off 
their success with the Winni Olympics.   Did 
we miss the Nisson pre-game warmup?  Not 
so much.  We prefer our Hoot a la Faye – 
lightly seasoned with fresh talent. 

 
1. Jon Arnold  and the Ed School:  Always fresh, 

always hip, and always a crowd pleaser.  This 

year’s CIC provided a compelling rendition of 

this perennial classic.  We look forward to the 

year when the dog gets the stick and not the 

cone.  Thanks Jon for being the Pied Piper of 

this Winni Mini-Minstrels. 

2. Pre-K – Who Stole the Cookie from the 

Cookie Jar:  Pre-K rap with a snap!  Awesome 

job kids!  With all the usual suspects 

eliminated, it was no surprise that Nissum was 

the culprit. 

3. Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2 – 

Smokey the Bear – This important round about 

fire prevention was dramatically so well 

presented we fear there will be no campfires 

tonight.  They have no match! Spontaneous 

combustion never sounded so good! 

4. 3rd Grade  - Clap rap about the Dog, Cat, 

Mouse, Frog – scrumpdelicious about a frog 

that croaked but didn’t perish.  They had the 

audience trained and obeying their every 

command and by the time they were done, we 

were tongue tied! The culinary tips did not fall 

on deaf ears, in an audience desperately 

seeking gastronomic diversity. 

5. Somewhere Productions-  Somewhere Over 

the Rainbow (Jerry, Jay, Chuck, Tom, Joel) – 

gentle harmony –soothed the savage beast and 

the tiny babies alike. Awesome job guys!  

Barbershop be gone – make way for more 

Somewhere!  

6. Parker Davis – Blackbird – More than a few 

guitarists have broken their fingers and ruined 

their reputation attempting this Beatles classic.  

Nailed it, Parker!  Congratulations. 

(--hoot review continues on page 5) 

 

Thursday Night Schedule  
6:45  Evening Watch 
7:15-8:15  Labyrinth Walk 
7:30-8:50 Family Dance  - Barn (note- this 
is earlier than the usual Barn Dance) 
9:00  Coffeehouse – Chapel (Ages 18 and 
up can perform) 
9:00  Movie – “Yellow Submarine” – 
Meeting House 

 

 

FAMILY DANCE TONIGHT 
 

Tonight’s early evening dancing is absolutely for all 
ages with the dances specifically targeted to our 
youngest campers.  Parents, please come with your 
children.  It is wonderful to dance together as families. 
- Barb Siftar  

 

Thank yous from Dan and 
Julie 

- ...to all the acts from the Hoot for sharing your 
talents and creativity with all of us 

- Special thanks to Kevin Weston for providing and 
manning the sound equipment. 

- To Tucker Hemphill, cool, calm, and collected as 
first mate on the sound board  

- Special thanks and elevation to the knighthood to 
Trevor Davis for many hours of production help 
and expert coaching of our performers 

- Barb and Jon for another night of inter-
generational dancing and fun and games in the 
Barn!   

 
Communion Offered Friday 
Morning 

Communion will be offered at the conclusion of 
morning watch on Friday morning. It will be separate 
from morning watch for those who would like to 
remain after the blessing and take part. For those not 
attending morning watch, you are also invited to 
come by the outdoor chapel at about 8am to share. 
Communion will not be part of Friday’s closing 
program so we hope you will take part in this 
opportunity of community. 
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Sandwich Class? 
 

Are you a member of the “sandwich generation?”  
(Are you caring for your parent(s) and still have 
children at home?)  Please see Cynthia Wilcox if you 
are interested in a course on this topic for next year.  
 

 

Caning Continues 
Lend your fingers, donate your dough 
 

We are nearly finished with the re-caning of fourteen 

chairs for the Inn Porch!  We could use some more 

volunteers (with fresh fingers!) after dinner tonight or 

on Friday in the morning or from 1-4.   

 

Also, Vikki Thelemarck (the caner) stepped in at the 

last minute when another artist had to cancel for 

health reasons.  She is teaching us for free – so if 

you’d like to contribute $5 or more toward a thank-

you honorarium please see Amy Bruch. 

    

Labyrinth Walk Tonight 7:15 
– 8:15 
If you haven’t had a chance to explore the GPC 
labyrinth (walk to the back of College Row, follow the 
trail down and turn to the right at the clearing), it 
literally and figuratively a moving experience.  A 
labyrinth invites you to come with a question, or an 
idea, or a concern.  While meditating and moving 
along the path from outside to center and back again, 
many people experience powerful insights and fresh 
perspectives.  It is truly a “take time in life” 
experience.  If you’ve never tried it, maybe now is the 
time! 
 
This evening you are invited to walk accompanied by 
reflective music.  Parents, please remember that this 
is intended as an experience of quiet contemplation. 

 

Update Your Email Address 
Please check the posting on the Inn Porch to verify, 

correct, add, or del 

ete (if you wish to avoid correspondence from your 

GEMS editors) your email address.   We will apply 

the updates and issue the new list (via email) after 

camp. 

 

Three Little Pigs, Watch Out!   
 

The Jr. High kids are building a house in front of 
Lake View Lodge.  Using their lashing skills, knot-
tying skills, pocket-knife skills and weaving skills, the 
house is slowly taking shape.  We would like to 
invite anyone here at camp to add a fern or tie a 
knot to help build the house by the lake.  It's fun! 

 
Junior high class constructs beachside vacation home.  

 

Top 10 Thoughts on Thursday at 

WINNI 
1. Must….stay…awake…. 

2. Gotta start working on next year’s Hoot act. 

3. How does Barb do it?  

4. Hmmm, Winni Swimmi, or nap?  

5. Does this sand in my bed count as whole-body 

dermabasion? 

6. Come to think of it, my home shower is pretty 

darned nice.  

7. Tem-pur-pe-dic….tem-pur-pe-dic. 

8. Yay!  Chicken! 

9. Next year, Gibbes. 

10. Thank-you, Miralax. 
 

Winni Class Evaluations 
  

The program highly values your feedback on the 
classes you have attended.  Please complete the 
evaluation form in this GEMS before you leave on 
Saturday.   Thank you very much for your feedback. 

 

Rumor report  
Is it true that Joey plays with dolls? 

Signed, 

- Baby Colvin   
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Lil’ Dean Rain Activities 

1. Sit in a circle and talk about rain. 
2. Listen to Veterans talk about how it rained 

harder when they were young. 
3. Eat. 
4. Try to remember the name of that person.  

*After further review Lil’ Dean has realized 
their name doesn’t matter as long as they know 
Lil’ Dean. 

5. Observe other campers re-caning chairs. 
6. Sit in re-caned chairs. 
7. Listen to Lil’ Dean perform on the nose flute. 

*Lil’ Dean actually brought a nose flute 
8. Listen to Lil’ Dean play guitar. 
9. Listen to Lil’ Dean sing. 
10. Listen to Lil’ Dean. 

 

Cathy Smith to the Rescue 
(again!) 
Yesterday afternoon, physician in residence Cathy 
Smith was called upon to treat the twig-impaled foot 
of Ferd Stirling.  Ferd endured the extraction with 
grace and bravery.  Moral of the story:  your Crocs 
will not protect you from an opportunistic splinter.  
Let’s be careful out there! 
 

FRIDAY MENU 

Breakfast 
Eggs all scrambled and mixed up 
Bacon cooked just how you likes it 
Fries that came from home 
Banana Muffins – and these things don’t grown on 
trees 
 

Lunch 
Soup n Salad n Bar 
Mac n Cheesy stuff 
Chicken Fingers (how do they play slot machines 
now?) 
Broccoli Salad (you can dress it up but it is still 
broccoli) 
Co-co-co-cookies! 
 

Dinner 
An extra special wheat dinner roll – nice! 
Roasted pork – and it’s not even your birthday! 
Carrots that have been individually glazed to 
stimulate your palate. 
Veg Option: Ratatouille  (enhanced by correct 
spelling!) 
Apple so crisp you can eat with a spoon 

Colorado Adopts New State 
Motto:  “Live Like the Livseys” 
 

Colorado governor John Hickenlooper has garnered 
nearly unanimous support in the State legislature for 
his initiative aimed at stimulating the economy and 
boosting morale after a difficult year in the mile-high 
city and its environs.  In a stunning recruiting coup, 
Hickenlooper and the legislature made the Livseys an 
offer they couldn’t refuse (rumors of seven figures 
and a lifetime supply of Starbucks).   
Details are yet to be released, but inside sources 
suggest Chuck Livsey will soon don a Nuggets jersey 
and Stefan may offer his pitching prowess to the 
Rockies (he coincidentally looks really handsome in 
purple).   The University of Colorado at Boulder plans 
to admit Garrett and Nolan as its youngest freshmen 
ever in an effort to circumvent NCAA rules by adding 
both boys to the swim team. 
 
In the most secretive and controversial negotiations in 
the legislature, lobbyists have persuaded Dunkin 
Donuts to open twenty new stores in Inglewood under 
the management of Denise, who promises to raise 
the chain to a more sophisticated  level and appeal to 
Colorado’s  gourmet coffee and pastry consumers. 
Be sure to wish the Livseys well in their big move out 
west! 
 

BREAKING NEWS: DOPING SCANDAL 
ROCKS SYNCHRO SWIM TEAM 
 

The GEMS has learned exclusively that US Olympic 
officials have investigated the Dock Road 
Synchronized Swimming Team after allegations of 
bloodstream doping emerged from an anonymous 
source.  The anonymous source, Michael Nisson of 
Wallingford, Connecticut, alleges that illegal levels of 
performance-enhancing Red Bull were discovered 
during post-competition testing.  “They always have 
the good stuff,” Nisson allegedly complained to 
USOC officials about the DRSST.  “We get stuck with 
Sure-Fine Diet Cola and Dollar Store pretzels.  Who 
can stand up against competition like that?” 
 
After being informed that the penalty for filing a false 
report with the USOC is having to go through the 
dinner line twice, Nisson immediately recanted his 
statement.  “You have it all wrong,” he stated in a 
revised press release.  “I never said they were 
doping.  I said they were dopes.” 
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From the Chaplain 
 

One of the highlights of my week has been 
yesterday’s Memorial Service.  The bagpipes, the 
singing, the fire and the love that was expressed in 
the Council Ring, was moving for all involved.   
Someone made the point to me that each of us is 
connected to the people who have been a part of the 
Winni experience in the past, because we are 
continuing in the rituals, traditions and spiritual 
environment, that they established.  Thank you to 
Tom Weston, without whom, we might not have had a 
fire.  Unfortunately, they did not cover fire building in 
seminary.      
  
Some events of which to be aware: 
1) Evening Watch is in the Chapel tonight at 6:45.   
2) For those who would like to close the week with 
Communion, Charlie Soper will be providing a brief 
Communion service following Morning Watch on 
Friday.   You can come to Morning Watch and either 
stay for communion or not. 
3) The Shabbat Celebration is Friday night in The 
Pines prior to the Closing Ceremony.  You do not 
have to be Jewish to attend.     
 
Lastly, I want to thank everyone for your support and 
guidance in my first year as Chaplain.  Not only have 
I survived; I’ve had a heck-of-a-time.  Thank you to 
everyone who planned, sang, directed choirs, read 
scripture, volunteered, encouraged and “went with the 
flow.” 
Blessings,  Eric  

 
 

Teach @ Winni? 
The Winni Program Committee's 2013 planning 
session resulted in lots of great ideas. 

 

An interesting general idea to explore is Team 
Teaching Classes where a group of 4-6 teach the 
class and each class is on a separate but related 
topic. 

 

Here are the ideas for classes from the meeting in 
no particular order.  Plus many need 
teachers!  What would you like to teach?  Do you 
know someone who would be a great Winni 
teacher? Something on this list or something 
completely different? 

 
- Racism, Mass Incarceration and Poverty 
- Cooking Healthy Food including contributing to 

the Wednesday "staff night out" dinner 
- The Bible and Sex (It's Not What You Think) 
- Sports Debates in Contemporary Society. 
- Bread Baking in an Outdoor Oven Constructed By 

The Class 
- Beginning Music Lessons (Voice, Guitar, ???) 
- Construct and Decorate Picnic Tables 
- The Public Education Crisis 
- The Housing Crisis 
- Current Topics in Local and National Politics 
- The Environment and the National Parks 
- Judaism 101 including Women and Judaism 
- Problem Solving For Teens by Teens 
- Problem Solving For Parents and Grandparents of 

Teens by Teens 
- Cell Phone and Computer Technology for 

Grandparents and Other Computer Callenged 
Adults. 

-  Beginning and Intermediate Drawing 
- Contemporary Issues in Religion with an 

Interfaith Emphasis.   (This class might might be 
good as a team taught class). 

-  Adventure Games 
-  Ropes Course (high preferred) 
-  Team Building 
-  Medical Ethics (taught from the legal and medical 

perspectives).  (Again, this class might be team 
taught with maybe a hospital or hospice 
chaplain as one teacher) 

- Yoga 
We still have lots of space on our idea list for 
yours.  We would love to hear from you!!!  Please 
email your ideas to [address/phone omitted for Internet 

version] or see Art Hunt in Gibbes before you leave 
camp. 

- Art Hunt, Program Committee Chair 

 
Riddles 
Q:  What is the difference between a jailer and a 
clock maker? 
A:  The clockmaker sells watches and a jailer 
watches cells. 
 
Q: Why do chickens like thunder storms? 
A:  They just love fowl weather. 
 

Haiku 
I burn with fever 
By the mere touch of your glance 
Beauty surrounds you. 
 

- Linda Sacco 
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HOOT 2012 
(Hoot review continued from page 1) 

1. Graeme  Blackman – Bagpipes – Volume, 

pacing, tone, timbre, tempo, and good looks – 

Graeme has got it all.  Awesome skill and talent.  

Sure you can play Fenway all you like but the 

most discerning crowd is at Winni with your 

proud Dad looking on.  Hamish joined for an 

encore where the two played as one with 

matching uniforms to boot! 

2. Ferd -  From the rough and rocky streets of the 

NYC – Solo WWF  - Ferd busted it down so 

much that Eminem sends his props.  We were 

impressed to see his moves done so 

passionately and without injury!  What goes up 

must come down!  Chiropractors are lining up 

for his future career! 

3. Josh Baumer – Song for his son – “A Heart Full 

of Promises…” So glad to have you back where 

you belong – on the stage at Winni!  Awesome 

touching and telling song about who you are as 

a person and as a Dad.  Great job. 

4. Extremely Extreme Yoga Extremus! -  The 

most limber bodies on camp prove that feats 

that stretched their tendons and our 

imaginations!  Great job – ladies.  You are our 

role models! 

5. Abby Weeks and Duncan Weinland – 

Original composition by Abigail!  Powerful 

strumming and lyrics delivered with a punch 

by Lil’ Dean and DJ D!  Let’s go and keep on 

coming up with those hit tunes! 

6. Kara Colvin – Self choreographed ballet to 

“Because You Loved Me…”  What a lovely 

sentiment of dance and gratitude as Kara 

worked the crowd – spinning and twirling – 

and just when you think it couldn’t get any 

better – Joey Stafford Abbott steps in and lifts 

her to even greater heights.  You stole the show 

and our hearts. 

7. Emily Kaye -  “Who Do You Think You Are”  - 

We know now who you are – Emily – pitch 

perfect and emotionally moving with this heart 

wrenching tune.  Awesome job, Emily – we will 

look forward to your beautiful voice each year. 

8. The Pine Cones:  4th, 5th and 6th grades – “We 

Are A Green and Growing Family Tree” – 

Couldn’t have a better “Generation to 

Generation” themed song – these kids know 

about both roots and wings – understanding 

where they have come from in order to know 

where they are going.  Very ably accompanied 

by the Lil’ Dean on guitar.  Fabulous 

performance and kudos to all! 

9. Tessa Weinland – Tapping to Leon Collins!  An 

experienced tapper makes a stop at Winni 

before she goes to Broadway!  Great rhythm 

and pacing – way to stay on your toes! 

10. College Row – The Fishing Hole –  Ever 

wonder what the words to the theme of the 

“Andy Griffith Show”  were?  Neither did we….  

What net dredged up this group of bottom 

feeding folkies?  Couldn’t be better… just 

couldn’t. 

11. Kevin Weston and Jon Arnold -  “Toledo, 

Ohio”  - We are so glad to see these seasoned 

Winni veterans back on stage.  Great humor, 

guitar and voice!  Winni winners! Come back 

soon! 

12. Amira – Bari Prince – Obviously not eating the 

camp food – Bari bared all to show her 

prowess at the art of the belly dance.  She jingle 

jangled as she walked and rolled her stomach 

like a the wave machine at Seaworld .  And she 

definitely had a better quality six pack than 

could ever be found in any cooler at Chapel 

Line. 

13. Alex and Jaime:  “Anyone But You” this Juno 

classic was brought to life by these lovely 

ladies of song.  We can’t see what anyone 

would see in anyone else as you delivered this 

song with class and sass!  Once again, Lil’ Dean 

is the accompanist of choice! 

14. Chapel Line Boys and Girls:  Chocolate Ice 

Cream – Bottoms up for this crew who so 

delivered by getting off the stage before their 3 

minutes had expired.  If that is the best you can 

do – it was 10 times better than previous years.  

We appreciated the full moons – that was the 

only crack of talent we saw during the entire 

act. 

15. Fred Griffeth and Friends  - Fly Me to the 

Moon”   Fred brings presence and power to the 

stage without even opening his mouth .  The 

band was superb (Einar, Lane, Chris, Larry and 
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Trevor) and the vocal chops were out of this 

world!  Encore! 

16. Chris and Jean Peters -  Carole King and 

James Taylor reunion concert classic – “Song of 

Long Ago.”  Harmonies fused by the Peters Jean 

Pool!  Great job you guys! 

17. Allie Bruch-  “ I Ain’t Blue..” -  Bonnie  Raitt 

classic made a Winni classic by the sultry, 

smoky, raspy, and sassy Allie Bruch.  She ain’t 

blue and neither is we… 

18. Stefan Livsey, Chris Peters, Sam Kern, Tre 

Davis – Cover of “Lights”  – With remarkable 

restraint these guys really delivered this song.  

They could have overwhelmed us with amps, 

power, and volume but instead they delivered 

talent!   Awesome vocals and guitar effects.  

This is a true band when everybody can be 

heard and their skill can be appreciated and 

applauded.   

19. Tre Davis – “Irresistible”  - an original 

composition on piano.  Pizzaz meets Mraz 

meets Jay-Z and he delivered the Irresistable in 

superb form.   We know we want to scream… 

“Encore!” 

20. Duncan, Tucker, Jaime, Chris, Sam, Abigail,– 

“We Are Young” - The youth deliver in a big 

way.  This top 40 hit crossover to Winni in a big 

way.  Passion and power were on the menu for 

this entrée of melodic mélange.  

21. Jerry Christman, Dom Paollilo and band 

(Einar, Cynthia, Larry, Trevor) -  “Lonely No 

More” – Aikenites Christman and Paollilo 

demonstrated the vocal range to be able to 

deliver the emotional sucker punch that left us 

moved and asking for more…  

22. Dock Road Men – Synchronized Swimming – 

(Produced by Cathy Smith, Choreographed by 

Hamish Blackman, Fueled by Red Bull N’ G&T) 

–  The Hoot was closed this year by one of the 

biggest production numbers in Hoot History.  

The music, the men, the Speedos, the 6 packs, 

the kegs, the lack of bladder control, - all made 

for a memorable performance.   However, 

dropping jaws throughout the chapel was the 

precision, Swiss watch like, synchronous 

movement of the men as they periled the icy 

depths of the Chapel pool waters.  When they 

dropped their towels, they made their 

statement of excellence that will long be 

remembered: “[We Are] Dock Road!” 

The implied standing O goes to Julie and Dan for 

their superb MC’ing and keeping the show moving 

along, Tucker Hemphill and Kevin Weston for 

masterfully prepping the stage with sound 

equipment to keep us aurally informed, and most 

especially – Trevor Davis and Larry Kern  – for 

working with many of these acts throughout the 

week to help improve their confidence, presence, 

and performance.  A great Winni team effort paid off 

in spades with an awesome Hoot!

 
Weedge Nisson with birthday tiara  

 
Post-Hoot Barn Dancing 
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Gold medalists! 

 
What is the sound of two men working? 

 
Chapel Line drop-outs 

 
Alex and Jamie  

 
Duncan and friends. 
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Chris and Jean

 
Dan Nicholson with stupid human trick 

 

 
Jerry and Dom  

 
Stefan, Sam, and Chris 
 

 

Amira!   

 

 
Kevin and Jon 

 
Over the Rainbow 
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Kids, dogs, cats, frogs 

 
Parker 

 
Ferd with his signature move 

 
 

 
Josh  

 
Abby with harmonies by Duncan 

 

 
Extremely extreme yoga extremus… 

 

 
….. secret revealed!  
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          .
 

Winni Haiku 

 

Blank page here, we know. 

Preferring mindless text, huh? 

Us too, now we rest. 



 

2012 Winni Evaluation 
Please rate the classes you attended as Terrific, Good, or Not Recommended in each area and 
answer the last two questions yes or no.  Facilitation & Leadership is teaching style and class 
pace plus class discussions; Content is the class subject plus handouts (if any) and Location is the GPC 
space assigned to the class. 

 Facilitation 
& 

Leadership 

Content Location Met your 
expectations? 

Yes/No 

Recommend for 
Next Year 

Yes/No 
Jennifer Brosious: Yoga 

 
 

     

Meredith Smith / Courtney Burns: 
All About Teens 

 

     

Reinaldo Cruz: Wood Carving 
Techniques and Lessons on 

Permaculture and Sustainable Living 

     

Trevor Davis: Help for your Hoot 
 
 

     

The Rev’d Gretchen Grimshaw: The 
Word According to Whom? 

 

     

Faye Hess: The Art of Food Preparation 
 
 

     

Ed & Bonnie James, Lucian Parker & 
Ruth James: Lessons from our Peace 

Core Experiences 

     

Rev Ron Kittel: The Gospel Of Mark In 
A New Key 

 

     

Betsy Lewis: Beginning Drawing 
 
 

     

Gail Nickse: Financial Planning for Your 
Teens, Twenties, Thirties and Beyond 

 

     

Rev Charlie Soper: Exploring our Prayer 
Life 

 

     

 

Which lessons from any of your classes will you take beyond Winni? 

_______________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What are your additional comments, suggestions or feedback? ___________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  
Please return your completed evaluation to Art Hunt in Gibbs 3 after your last class or place in the box marked 

“Evaluations” on the Inn porch or Meeting House porch before you leave Winni. If you don’t have a chance before you 

leave Winni, please mail it to Art Hunt, [address omitted for Internet version]. 
  

Revised 07/30/12 
 


