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The Geneva GEMS 
 

Proof That Life is A Drag At Chapel Line 

Genderation to Genderation…. 
A New Low…And that was just the necklines… 

 
 
Mike Nisson make the most of the new short 
hemlines, while Kyle models his new uniform as he 
was just traded to the Raybestos Brakettes. 

 

Even before Barb Siftar was even able to 
ponder whether the timing for dancing “YMCA” 
was appropriate, a gaggle of residents showed 
up at the Barn Dance proving that they were 
truly “camp”y-ers.   
 
Full adorned in the dress regalia of an opposite 
gender, the dirty dozen or so of Chapel Line 
fashion debutantes once again not only 
stretched the boundaries of good taste, but 
stretched the elastic waist bands of a half 
dozen good skirts. 
 
Having increased the camp’s awareness of 
cross dressing, the Chapel Liners have helped 
Winni to embraced the “open and affirming” 
concept – however, there is encouragement for 

them to consider the “open n’ affirming n’ 
fashion discerning” movement where wearing 
a skirt is your right, but knee length or longer – 
and for the love of Pete – keep your ankles 
crossed.  Thank you to Chapel Line for helping 
us older folks to appreciate the upside of our 
declining visual acuity. 
 

Apologies to the Divine Ms. S! 
Collective Unconscious Snubs Barb Siftar 
from the Sunday Night Concert Roster 
 

The GEMS wishes to provide an open-hearted, 
genuinely sincere, and remorseful apology to 
the remarkable Barb Siftar for her omission 
from the listing of performers for the Sunday 
Night Concert.   
 

Ms. Siftar is an important and dynamic player 
on the Sunday Night Concert scene.  Her 
dynamic presence, her bell like vocal tones, 
her leadership and enthusiasm – all make the 
concert to the happening event that it is…. 
 

So we offer our sincere apologies and happily 
reprint the roster of performers for the 
concert:  Gail Nickse, Fred Griffeth, Chris 

Peters, Barb Siftar, and Bill Milford. 
 

 

Tuesday Night Schedule 

6:45  Evening watch - Chapel 
7:15 Games Extravaganza – Green 
Don’t forget your Flairwear.  See you at the 
Games! 
9:00 Movie “Hugo” – Meetinghouse 
9:00 Bonfire Singing - Campground 
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Thank-Youz 
From Your Evening Coordinators! 
 

- Thank you to the Weston Family for the gift of 
music around the campfire – fun for all! 
 

- Thank you Len for the Fireside Chat.  Also, 
thank you Barb for Len’s Fireside Chat. 
 

- Thanks to S’mores helpers Kate Milford, Paul 
DiTucci,Allie DiTucci, Sam Kern, Joann Milford, 
Trevor Davis, Kelsey Owen, and Barb Siftar. 
 

- Thank you Barb Siftar for another night of 
fantabulous Barn dancing! 
 

 
Two firsts for Kelsey Owen…. Her first year at Winni 
and her very first S’more!  She ate it like a pro! 

 

 
Bob Ganley shows off his chair caning skills! 

 

Lil’ Dean Update! 
UPDATE: Big Dean informs Lil’ Dean that in 
order to keep her title she must actually do 
some work to help the dean. 
 

Punishments for Breaking the Rules of Lil’ Dean 
1. Must do work for Lil’ Dean so Lil’ Dean 

can keep her title. 
2. Must attend caning sessions.  
3. Must tell Big Dean all his ideas are good 

ones. 
4. Only allowed to Swim outside of ropes. 
5. Must be the umpire for the softball 

game.  
6. Must accompany the singing on the inn 

porch with interpretive dancing. 
7. Must sit at Big Dean’s table and tell him 

about your day.  
8. Volunteer as bathroom attendant in the 

shower house. (Instead of giving 
complementary mints we will be handing 
out complimentary fly swatters). 

9. Must memorize and live by all of Peter 
Claypoole’s rules. 

10. FREE HUGS 
11. Banned from ice cream shop. 
12. Must take minutes at drumming circle.  
13.  Must start watermelon seed catching 

competition. 
 

Winni Class Evaluations 
  

The program highly values your feedback on 
the classes you have attended.  Please 
complete the evaluation form in the GEMS 
before you leave on Saturday.  Thank you very 
much for your feedback. 
 

Winni Classes 
  

Faye, Betsy and Reinaldo invite you to join 
their classes even if you have not yet attended 
this week.  Don't worry if you did not pick up 
the recommended supplies before you came 
to camp.  There is plenty for everyone. 
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Winni Historical Society  
Honors Hesung Koh 

 
Hesung Koh with Allen Raymond and Ed James  
 

Friends and supporters of the Winni Historical 
Society – the pseudonym for the formal 
Archives of the Northern New England School 
of Religious Education – gathered Monday 
afternoon to honor Hesung Koh and the Koh 
family’s generosity and dedication toward 
preserving and promoting the historical legacy 
of NNESRE.   
 

The reception was held in the “Winni Archive 
Room” on the 2nd floor of the meeting house.  
Funds for the establishment of the Archives 
and construction of the room were supported 
by the Kohs in gratefulness for the role NNESRE 
has played in their family and development of 
cultural awareness for all people.   
 
President of the Board of Trustees, Kate 
Fioravanti spoke and honored Hesung for her 
focus and enthusiasm for the development of 
the archives.  Hesung noted the collaborative 
group of effort of many people who have each 
played a part in gathering resources, scanning 
them digitally, and archiving for preservation – 
vital information that inform generations to 
come about the evolution of NNESRE over the 
years. 

From the Chaplain 
 

Many of us saw Bill Milford’s advice to Chris 
Peters during Sunday night’s concert in which 
he recounted what are, I assume, only a FEW 
of the marital gaffes and blunders Bill has 
committed as a thinly veiled cry for 
relationship help.   Therefore, I’ve decided to 
create a Winni Prayer list just for this issue of 
the Gems.   Please keep those on this list in 
your prayers. 
 
Winni Prayer List 

 Bill Milford       

Also, please join us for Evening Watch tonight 
at 6:45 in the chapel.  The Winni Choir has 
been outstanding under the direction of Susie 
Hawthorne.  Jean Peters will introduce us to a 
fun song relating to the two good prayers that 
I mentioned in a previous Gems: “Whatever” 
and “Oh well.”   
 
Lastly, on Wednesday, the Memorial Service 
will take place at the Council Ring at 1:30.  
There will be golf carts available at the Inn 
porch at 1:15 for those who desire assistance 
in getting to the site.  Thank you, to those 
providing carts!  There will be a time in this 
service to share memories and thoughts about 
our loved ones who have died in the past year.  
Please let me know if there is something that 
you would like to include in the service: a 
poem, a song, a ritual, etc.   We want this to be 
a meaningful and healing event.      

 
Winni Haiku - Redemption 

Prayers always welcomed, 
May your reservoir stay full, 

I have met your wife. 
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Notes from Joe! 
In the Mind of Joe Morrissey 
 

 
The lovely Mrs. And Ms. Morrissey 
 
The good news is that the sun is out.  Yay!  The 
bad news is that we no longer will be able to 
view Lillian Daniel and her fashionable rain 
weather footwear.  Yes Lillian, I am indeed 
jealous and I promise not to bring it up 
anymore.  Good luck at the rodeo. 
The Nisson family (with the exception of the 
forgotten Nisson – Haley) arrived at camp a day 
late this year.  Sue and Mike arrived at camp to 
find 20 people jammed into their cabin and 
Hamish sitting in their shower playing his 
bagpipes.  Only at Winni. 
 
Wes Gunderson brought his party tent along 
again this year but Deb wouldn’t let him put it 
up because it would be a bad omen.  After 
about 3 inches of rainfall the rest of us at 
Chapel Line decided that it couldn’t get any 
worse so we tied Deb to a chair, duck taped her 
mouth and set the tent up anyway.   
 
Speaking of tents, only a couple of days of rain 
and already there are tenters moving to the 
Inn?  I thought you guys were supposed to be 
tough.  Suck it up.  During the last downpour I 

was awakened from my nap by the rain 
pounding on my roof and had to go to my 
private shower 15 minutes earlier than 
planned but you don’t hear me complaining. 
It’s only taken those of us at Chapel Line a 
couple of days to realize that having the Dean 
among us gets us absolutely no perks.  Well, I 
suppose we will get to eat the leftovers from 
the Dean’s staff appreciation party.   
 
As for the smashing outfits we at Chapel and 
Pasture Lines were wearing at the barn last 
night, what can I say?  No it wasn’t my idea but 
I did get talked into it because I can pretty 
much get talked into anything.  Hopefully my 
kids will grow into leaders and not take the 
example of their old man who obviously is just 
another pathetic sheep following the herd.  
The guys did all agree that the ventilation 
while wearing a dress is pretty nice (too much 
information?)  Hamish confided to me that 
what he found unnerving was the high comfort 
level all of the guys seemed to have while 
running around in women’s clothes (although 
we still need practice on how to sit while 
wearing a dress).  
 
All in all it was definitely a YOLO (You Only Live 
Once) night. 
 

- Joe 
 

Winni Swimmi Impends 
 

International Swimmi Commissioner Bob 
Ganley announces plans for the 2012 Winni 
Swimmi.  The Swimmi is a one-mile open water 
swim from the Council Ring beach to a 
designated point beyond the Inn and back.  
Swimmers are guided and guarded by boaters 
along the way.  The Swimmi will be help on 
Thursday afternoon.  Look for a sign up sheet 
for swimmers and boaters on the Inn Porch.  
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TELL-ALL INTERVIEW WITH FIRST 
LADY REVEALS SHOCKING TRUTHS 
ABOUT DEAN 
 
Who is our Dean?  What passions animate his 
soul?  Which truths stand as the cardinal points 
upon his moral compass? 
 
The GEMS, eager as ever to know the true 
story, interviewed Lillian Daniel, Winni’s First 
Lady.   Here are the highlights. 
 
Lou was born in Louisville, Kentucky, the son of 
a Presbyterian minister and a child 
psychologist.  Lou remembers many dinner 
conversations discussing the major issues of 
the day and also waxing poetic upon Barb 
Siftar’s rising singing career. 
 
Lou attended Yale as an undergraduate, 
residing at Jonathan Edwards College.  During 
his Yale years, a strike by school secretaries 
opened Lou’s eyes to the labor movement, and 
he helped to organize students in support of 
the workers.  After college, Lou moved to 
Washington, D.C. and worked for the anti-
nuclear proliferation organization 
SANE/FREEZE.  It was in Washington that Lou 
and Lillian met.  When Lillian moved to New 
Haven to attend Yale Divinity School, Lou went 
to work for one of the unions representing Yale 
workers.  He is continuing that work in Chicago 
for the hospitality workers union Unite-Here. 
 
Lou and Lillian have been married 21 years.  
Their first year at Winni appears to have been 
1999. 
 
Things you may not know about Lou: 
 
Lou hates muffins.  No, really.  It’s an ethical 
thing with him.  For Lou, a muffin is a cupcake 
with a nutritional superiority complex.  To him, 

a perfect world would have a chicken in every 
pot and a cupcake in every compost bin. 
 
Lou also dislikes mixing fruit with hot dishes.  
No raisins in his rice, thank you very much.  
Pineapple with baked ham?  Lou says, “nay, 
nay a hundred times nay.” 
 
Fear not, gentle reader; it’s not all phobias and 
obduracy between Lou and edibles.  Our dean 
is a bona fide turophile, which is to say the 
man loves his cheese.  Gouda is good, cheddah 
or feta is bettah.   
 
So if you really want to make Lou sweat, bake 
him a three-cheese muffin and see if he takes 
it or leaves it. 
 

 

WEDNESDAY MENU 
 
Breakfast 
Breakfast Bar – Mimosas Today! 
Waffles with strawberries 
Sausage like mom used to stuff 
Hard boiled Eggs like your old boss 
Wild blueberry muffins like Lou Weeks in drag 
 
Lunch  
Soup with salad at the bar 
Assorted pizzas – frozen, thawed, cooked 
Cucumber salad 
Cookies – nuf said 
 
Dinna 
BBQ Fiesta!!!!! 
Hamburgs, Hot Dogs 
Grilled Veggie Burgers 
Tossed n Pasta like salads 
Beans that have been baked to an inch of their 
life 
Whatttttttttttamelon 
Le squares du brownie 
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LOST AND FOUND – check the box on Inn 

porch or inquire with Art Hunt.   

 
 
 

HOOT SIGNUP ON INN PORCH 
 

If there is anyone in camp who has not yet 
signed up for the Hoot, there’s still time to do 
so.  The sign up sheet is on the Inn porch.   
GEMS editors ask that you please write your 
name as you would want it to appear in the 
GEMS.  Please feel free to write your own 
review as well.  
 

Bob Ganley to the Rescue Again 
 
Continuing his fearless crusade to protect the 
women of Winni from harm, Bob Ganley 
bravely helped rid Julie Siftar of a bug that had 
supposedly gone down her dress during the 
Barn Dance last night.  Julie had not actually 
seen the bug, but Bob insisted he had seen it 
and that a thorough search be conducted.   A 
smiling Julie reported this to the GEMS this 
morning.  The bug was later identified as either 
Gryllus assimilis or c. trachomatis. 
 

Building Your Resiliency  
in Times of Change 
Join Tim Siftar on the Inn Porch at 4 PM on 
Wednesday for an open ended discussion on life 
strategies for the next 50 years! 

 
An awesome sunset before the Weston Family 
Campfire SingALong. 

 

Accu-GEMS Weather 

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, low 58.   

Tomorrow:  A couple of afternoon 

thunderstorms.   Hi 84, low 64. 

 
 

 
The Dean and Lil’ Dean Riff on the Mic 
 

 
The Drawing Class enjoys a breakfast of oranges 
and driftwood.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gryllus_assimilis&action=edit&redlink=1
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Agenda 
August 2, 2012 

1:00 PM – Meeting House 
 

MISSION:  The Northern New England School of 
Religious Education (NNESRE) is an inclusive, 
intergenerational community welcoming all people.  
NNESRE conducts an annual session offering courses 
and activities that provide opportunities for spiritual 
development, socio-political awareness, artistic 
expression, personal growth and renewal. 
 
 

1. Opening Prayer /  Call to order 
2. Minutes of April 21, 2012 Board 

meeting (Marianne Fontana) 
3. Treasurer’s Report  (Hans Seitz) 
4. Report from Endowment Fund 

Committee (Al Fontana) 
5. Business Manager’s Report  (Leslie 

Dockendorff) 
6. Business Committee Report  

(Robert Campbell) 
7. Dean’s Report  (Lou Weeks) 
8. Chaplain’s Report (Eric Dupee) 
9. Program Committee Report  (Art 

Hunt) 
10. Ed School Report (Leslie Ganley) 
11. Old Business 

a. Archives – in search of 
archivist (approved in April 
pending budget) 

b. Website 
c. Blog development committee 

(Joe Morrissey) 
12. New Business 

a. Online registration 
b. Other?  (to be submitted 

prior) 
13. Adjournment 

 

Proposed additional Board of Trustees Meeting: 
September 29, 2012 
 
Semi-Annual Board of Trustees Meeting:  April 20, 2013 
 
 

 

Here is Your Current NNESRE Team! 
 
 

2012 Staff 
Dean:  Lou Weeks 
Chaplain:  Eric Dupee 
Program & Evaluation Chair: Art Hunt 
Business Manager:  Leslie Dockendorff 
Business Committee Chair:  Robert 
Campbell 
Evening Coordinators:  Dan Nicholson, 
and Julie Siftar 
Ed School Co-Chairs:  Joann Milford & 
Leslie Ganley (final year) 
GEM Editors:  Bill Milford & Din Stevens 
  
2012 Trustees 
Chair:  Kate Eskra Fioravanti  
Vice Chair:  Al Fontana (last year) 
Treasurer:  Hans Seitz 
Secretary:  Marianne Fontana 
 
Charlie Soper, Debbie Eskra, Robin 
Ogden, Al Fontana, John Hoda, Charlie 
Smith, An Courtney, Robert Campbell, 
Jennifer Hanrahan, Ed Thompson, Steve 
Kaye, Allie Bruch, Barb Siftar, Joe 
Morrissey, Travis Leap 
 
 
Nominating Committee (3 Trustees/3 
non-Trustees):  Charlie Soper 
(Convener), Deb Eskra, Robin Ogden. 
 Mary Courtney, Jonathan Leaf, 
Bernadette Golden  

  



The Barb Siftar Word Search 
 
The GEMS deeply regrets the omission of Barb Siftar from its 
previous issue listing all the performers from the concert.  As an 
homage to Ms. Siftar, we have created a special word search just for 
her.  Can you see if you can find Barb Siftar plus a few other select 
words that might have randomly appeared to describe our beloved 
songstress and recreation leader? 

 
T D G W D I L G D I V A T Y C R A T F I S B R A B 

O A J B A R B S I F T A R T W M M P L L Y J E E I 

M C M V I Q R V R A T F I S B R A B V E M K I R H 

V G V B O V J T L T R A T F I S B R A B X X W A J 

O V X I H H Z K H C O C P X T H X D L V B R R T D 

T M B R S C U K C I K E D I S T F M D O A A W F P 

R Z I I A G T W T P O M P O U S A Z N R R T U I D 

E V K W L T O A F R B B B D I R S R A V B F B S H 

K C J Y G L F C U H A A J A T K S Q C G S I A B Z 

L A D M W R M I V T Q T R M R R A F U J I S R R R 

O B A W C A C I S C O E F B B B A X A A F B B A A 

F A C W R T L D L B Z T B I S T S T U D T R S B T 

R R H K Z F U R B F R V U L S I C I F N A A I F F 

E B S J X I A L V A O A O N K B F E F I R B F G I 

H S O C G S O F Q Z R R B V E X R T P T S P T E S 

T I K V H B O X S B N B D L R D M A A M A B A R B 

O F J X T R Z U X M M I S W O A Q M B R Y R R P R 

M T D A B A L F G V E Z C I A P T S C V Q X E A A 

E A B A R B S I F T A R D Y F N H F X L S C G H B 

R R B A R B S I F T A R X I D T N X I K A L D D B 

K W S S K J R A T F I S B R A B A A B S K L O B B 

B P I T C H Y C G F P S E R D R I R B H B T E E V 

R B A R B S I F T A R A C Q D S J W T E J R P U V 

P X M F E X U I R A T F I S B R A B E I C I A Y H 

I L G M Z D J W Y R U B A R B S I F T A R R M B E 

 


