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THE 2014 PRE-GEMS
 

WINNI 2014 IMPENDS! 
When we start writing, 
It’s time for you to start packing! 

 
Campers!  It’s mid-July.  How did that happen?   
It’s that time of year when Winnites’ thoughts 
turn to old friends, new connections, afternoons 
on the beach, Morning Watch overlooking the 
misted lake, Barn dancing, campfires, S’mores, 
stars and sunsets, overflowing music, raucous 
laughter, uncomfortable beds, and how fond you 
are of your own shower.  We invite you to  sit 
back and read all about it. 
 

Weeks on the Week Ahead 
Dean Reflects on Camp Tensions, 
blames GEMS 
 
Welcome (or Welcome Back) to Camp! 
 
What will Winni be like this year?  
 

Well, some of that is beyond our control. Such 
as the weather.  We have seen blistering heat 
and drenching rain at different days (or different 
times of the same day).  Ah well… I guess 
there’s not much to be done there except 
change our carbon footprint and hope that 
campers 200 years from now will be able to  
enjoy Geneva Point  on their segways (or 
whatever). 
 
Something we do control is how we recreate 
each year a loving and positive and creative 
atmosphere where we can welcome 
newcomers, reunite, and get some respite from 
the daily grind. 
 
In that spirit, we have a particular task ahead 
this year.  And I need your help to make this 
happen. Though we definitely have different 
opinions about politics, music, world affairs (the 
list goes on and on), one thing that we all must 
share for our annual community to survive and  
 
 

 
thrive is a shared set of values about the camp 
itself. 
 

 A couple of years ago when there was a little 
tension between the generations at camp 
(imagine that!) we thought fully worked to blur 
the lines between the age groups. We mixed 
up some classes for intergenerational learning 
and activities. And by and large the situation 
really improved.   
 

Now there is a little ongoing tension about how 
much of Winni is about  partying, how does 
that conflict with it being a family camp, and 
how we all get along.  And there is also a little 
ongoing tension about our different religious 
and spiritual persuasions.   
 

I am confident that if we can keep the GEMS 
editors under control (that is not a given) that 
these tensions will be handled well by all of us, 
and that the discussions will help us grow 
closer together. Tension in a community isn’t 
bad, it’s actually healthy. And once these 
issues are tackled, we can move on to some 
harder ones. 
 

Next up—Red Sox versus Yankees—which 
fans are more annoying and why? 
 
Warmest Regards and See You Soon,  
-Lou Weeks  (aka. the Dean) 
 
Winni Bazaar Returns 
Can’t get this stuff at Wal-Mart! 
 
The Annual Winni Bazaar will take place in the 
Meetinghouse main room on Monday 
afternoon from 1-3pm.  Anyone wishing to offer 
your creations, music, hand-made gift items, 
etc. as a vendor should give $20 to Leslie 
Dockendorff for a table fee which will go 
towards the Scholarship Fund for NNESRE.  
Please let Amy Bruch know by Sunday 
afternoon if you would like to have a table at 
the Bazaar. 
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Greeting and Dunnings from 
the Business Manager 
 
Remember: the Business Manager Giveth, 
and the Business Manager collecteth the late 
fee… 
 
Hello campers, 
  
So far we have 265 campers signed up this year 
down from 270 last year so there is still room for 
more.  If you know someone who wants to 
share the Winni experience there are still rooms 
at the Inn on the 3rd floor! (and Lakeview 
Lodge, RePeat, College Row, Pasture Line and 
tenting).  
  
Thank you to all that have paid their invoices 
(57%). But, if you (and you know who you are) 
still owe the business manager, me (Leslie 
Dockendorff), money, I would really 
appreciate payment by July 18th (otherwise 
the new $25 late will be applied). 
 
Also, registration will again be on the Inn porch, 
so be sure to check in with me when you arrive. 
  
Have a wonderful week and if you have any 
issues see the Dean! (JK) 
  
REMINDER CHECK IN TIME 3:00 PM SAT 
AUGUST 2 AND CHECK OUT TIME 10:00 AM 
SAT AUGUST 9, 2014. 
  
Peace, 
- Leslie Dockendorff 
Business manager 
Northern New England School of Religious 
Education  
 
HEY!!!!! REMEMBER TO BRING 
YOUR NAMETAG OR LETTERED 
NECKLACE! 
 
 
 

Worship Preview from the 
Chaplain 
Each evening after dinner we will gather in the 
chapel for a time of worship together around 
our theme “Common Ground.” We will be 
exploring stories in the Bible and in our lives 
concerning reconciliation, strangers coming 
together,  barriers broken and divides bridged. 
On Sunday evening we will share Holy 
Communion, on Wednesday we will have our 
annual Memorial Service, and on Friday 
evening, once again Bari Prince will lead our 
Shabbat observance. If you would like to share 
music of any kind, a personal story, or 
participate in any way in the evening services, 
please contact Chaplain Shelly Stackhouse 
now or after we arrive at Winni. Religion has 
too often been a source of division and 
exclusion; let’s explore how faith can bring us 
together.  
 
 

Like to Watch? 
Morning Watch, that is.  Leaders 
needed! 
 
Picture yourself in the outdoor chapel looking 
out on the lake in the quiet of morning, 
gathered together with people seeking to enter 
the day with prayer, reflection, music, readings, 
led by you. Yes, you can lead our daily, 7:30 
AM Morning Watch. This is about a 20 minute 
time when you can bring to us readings, 
poetry, song, instrumental music, your own 
meditations and silence, from any faith tradition 
or worship style you wish to use. Chaplain 
Shelly Stackhouse will lead us in a service of 
Holy Communion on Friday morning as we 
enter our last day at camp, but she is seeking 
leaders for Sunday-Thursday! Please contact 
her at rastackhouse@gmail.com to claim your 
morning! 

 
 
 
 

mailto:rastackhouse@gmail.com
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Winni Ed School Greetings 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to your Winni Ed School 
There is lots of fun in store 

From games, crafts, and friends 
To singing, laughs, and more 

 

Every morning join us 
For Periods one and two 

Then K and up go swimming 
Preschoolers at play will do 

 

Make sure your parents register 
We want to know all about YOU 

Our goal is to make your week the best 
Let’s make some memories anew! 

 
Greetings, Winni Families!  We are looking 
forward to a fantastic week with the future of our 
Winni Community.  We have an amazing staff 
of teachers hard at work to plan a great week 
of activities. 

• Infants: Beth Siftar and Kathy Pike 
• Preschool: Alex St.Louis and Cooper 

Feltes 
• Grades K/1: Carrie Leap and Mariana 

Campbell 
• Grades 2/3: Courtney Mason and 

Rachel McGlashan 
• Grades 4/5: Tim Siftar and TBD 
• Middle School: Cathy Jones and Matt 

Rowe 
• High School: Allison Milford Wilson and 

Jordan Wilson 
• 3rd Period Playground: TBD 
• 3rd Period Beach (K-Middle School): 

Julia Ganley and Rose Ganley 
 

Some other specifics you will need to know: 
• Please get in your registration survey 

for EACH child in Ed School, as we 
want to get to know YOUR child so that 
they can have the most successful week 
possible. 

• All children preschool and up are welcome 
in the Outdoor Chapel right before 1st 
period to enjoy some wonderful camp 

songs with Tom Weston (or a reasonable 
facsimile).  They will then proceed with 
their teachers to class for 1st and 2nd 
periods. 

• Infants can be brought directly to their 
classroom at the beginning of 1st period 
and should be picked up at the end of 2nd 
period. 

• Preschoolers will spend 3rd period at 
Siftar playground after which they should 
be picked up by parents. 

• Children grades K-Middle School will 
spend 3rd period (weather permitting) at 
the waterfront and should be picked up at 
the flagpole at the end of 3rd period. 

• NOTE to those in 9th grade and up: You 
are welcome to attend all morning adult 
classes.  Be on the lookout for more info 
from your dynamic leaders! 

 

Meet us at the registration table on the first day 
of camp for even more information.  There will 
also be an open house the first night of camp 
so your children can take a look at their 
classrooms and meet their teachers.  And 
finally, any questions prior to camp? Email us 
at estlouis34@comcast.net.  We can’t wait to 
see you all in a few short weeks! 
 

Warm Regards from your Ed School chairs, 
-Liz and Jeremy St.Louis 
 
From Your Evening 
Coordinators 
The evening coordinators, Dan Nicholson and 
Julie Siftar, assure us we may look forward to 
old favorites such as barn dancing, the Bill& 
everyone concert, the hoot, the coffee house, 
game sharing on the green, campfire sing-a-
longs, the coffee house, plus a visit from the 
Squam Lake Science Center! 
 
If you have a topic you would like to present or 
facilitate discussion about for a Fireside Chat 
get in touch with Julie & Dan at 
siftarnick@hotmail.com or (978)562-0237. 
 
Can't wait to see you all!   
-Dan and Julie 
 

mailto:estlouis34@comcast.net
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An Invitation 
 
Winni has always been a special place for being 
together in so many ways. We love being 
together and celebrating our connections. Last 
year there were some concerns shared by some 
long-time Winni families, as well as a number of 
young people, that some members of the camp 
were drinking too much. And they questioned 
what kind of example it sets for young folks. 
 
One young person said "I have to deal with this 
with my friends at home-I don't want to see it or 
worry about it in adults I love and look up to and 
admire when I'm at my favorite place." 
Sooooo... 
 
We've been thinking about how to live together 
during our special week--how to make our 
community not only fun, but also safe and 
healthy. Winni is definitely a place where we let 
our hair down, but that can go too far. You are 
invited to a gathering during the week this year 
to discuss our communal values, and how we 
can live together this very special week. Day 
and time will be announced at camp. Until then, 
we welcome your feedback, too. 
 
Safe travels to all to Winni! See you soon... 
 
-Lou Weeks and Ginny Houghtaling  
 
 

Memorial Plaques 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
If you would like to have a Memorial Plaque 
created for a loved one who has been to 
NNESRE – please let Hans Seitz know right 
away.  In order to create a plaque – the 
following information is needed: 
 
·      Name 
·      Year of Birth 
·      First Year at Winni 
·      Year of Death 
 
Hans can be emailed at: Rseitz02@cox.net  

Charting your Course(s) 
Notes, tips, and things to put on your 
packing list … from your NNESRE course 
leaders 
Barb Siftar expects that you’ll work up a sweat 
in her folk dancing course and recommends 
that you bring along a water bottle.  We don’t 
want you reeling after a vigorous reel.  
Hydration is key!  You can fill your bottle in the 
dining hall and bring it along to the Barn, then 
dance and sweat all you want! 
 
Kathleen LaCamera is looking for Winni 
campers who have professional roles that 
relate to some aspect of End of Life Care:  
physicians, nurses, occupational therapists, 
social workers, any hospice staff, etc.  She and 
her co-presenter, Tony would love to draw on 
the experience of the Winni campers at some 
point during their course.  If you have 
professional experience in this realm and 
would like to share, please contact Kathleen 
before camp at kathleen@loughlin.tv.  
 
SPREAD YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE! SUBMIT TO 
TEACH! 
 
Do you have a great idea for a class here at 
Winni? Have you always wanted to make it 
happen? Or, do you know of a person who 
could offer a great course? Let me know! 
Along with some of our beloved course 
material this year, we have six, that's right, SIX 
new instructors and that makes for some great 
new material, discussions and experiences. 
Please consider yourself and your friends 
excellent candidates to teach a course here at 
camp. I encourage all to ponder their ideas and 
submit a course idea for 2015 or 2016, in one 
of the three categories of Religion + 
Spirituality, Personal Development, or Social + 
Political. All ideas are welcome and will be 
considered by the committee. And we 
appreciate your time and creativity. Please find 
me, Allie Bruch (in the tenting area or Malden) 
to reach out. Thank you! We can't make this all 
happen with you!  
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WESTON ABANDONS CAMP! 
Tom Weston: Haydn in Europe, not 
Hangin’ at Winni 
 

Campers ask: Who-ee-oo-ee-oo will 
lead us in Georgie? 
 

That’s right, folks, you heard it here first -
- or possibly somewhere else well in advance of 
this: former Dean and longtime Songmaster of 
Winni, Tom Weston, Jr., WILL NOT BE IN 
ATTENDANCE THIS YEAR.  What?  You heard 
right; Tom Weston WILL NOT BE AT CAMP.  
Shocking?  Indeed.  We’re speechless.  So 
here’s what Tom has to say for himself: 

OK.  It’s time to put those rumors to rest.  
For those of you who have heard that I won 
$30M in the NH State lottery and that I won’t be 
coming to Winni this year because I have 
purchased Camp Robindel, totally false.  (I plan 
to use that money for something else.)  For 
those of you who have heard I won’t be coming 
to Winni this year because I have 1,500 back 
orders for carved spoons – not true.  While 
business is good, all the more reason to go to 
camp where there are so many trees and so 
little time to carve.  No actually, I won’t be 
attending NNESRE this year because Linda and 
I will be in Eisenstadt, Austria for the Haydn 
Music Festival. 

Several members of the Concord 
Chorale are joining with the Classical Music 
Festival organizers in Norman, OK to travel to 
Austria during the first two weeks of August 
where we will perform Haydn’s 
“Shopfungmesa”.  We will also travel to Vienna 
to perform Beethoven’s “Missa Solemnis” for 
two different Sunday masses.  The director of 
the Concord Chorale, Kristofer Johnson, will be 
the chorale director for these performances. 

Now I have heard that there was some 
concern that there might be a musical void in 
camp with my absence, but I have done my best 
to make sure that does not happen.  First of all, 
we all know “Georgie”.  I mean, come on, the 
song practically sings itself!  Well, rest assured 
because I have tapped into the family talent 
pool and enlisted my brother Kevin to ask the 
big question, “Does everybody know what time 

it is?”  (My only concern is that Kevin, an 
original Porch Potato, has been known to sleep 
in on occasion)  The real challenge of 
“Georgie” is the timing where at Winni, ”half 
past eight” means 8:15.  Well, that is only 
because I sing with the children at the outdoor 
chapel at 8:30.  

Which brings up another concern!   
Who will sing with the children all those 
annoying camp songs that the family will be 
forced to listen to on countless long car rides 
forevermore?  Once again, I have dipped into 
the family talent pool and come up with a 
brilliant replacement.  My sister, Diane Soper, 
a music teacher and someone who also 
received direct lifelong training from our dad, 
the original Tom Weston, will step up and fill 
the void.  Diane is well versed in the “Old 
Skunk’s Hole”, ”Cabin In The Woods” and has 
been known to even lead a “Walrus Hunt” 
without shooting the Eskimo. (a rookie 
mistake)   Diane, it is rumored, can sing 
Picolomini faster than her older brother.  
Diane, along with her daughter, the talented 
and soon to be mother, Alycia Kauffmann, 
have agreed to step into the fray and lead the 
children for the morning sing at the outdoor 
chapel at 8:30. As for the Weston Family Sing-
a-long, we will still provide the Weston Family 
and you simply sing along!  Somores will be 
provided as usual, and we promise another 
beautiful, brilliant sunset. 

As for birthdays, anniversaries, etc., I 
suggest the honor system.  If it is a special day 
for you, just step up to the mike and say, “It’s 
my Birthday..…sing to me.”  Or, speak with any 
of the aforementioned family members. 
Porch singing prior to lunch will most likely be 
carried on by Jon Arnold and others who 
embrace that long sitting tradition.  Please 
come and bring your ”One Ho” and your 
“Valderie Valdera”.   

And lastly, I leave you with a song that I 
adapted and led at my retirement from the 
GPC board of directors in May after my 10 
years of service.  Please feel free to sing it 
loud and often and I will see you all in 2015.   
With Winni Love,  
 
- Tom Weston, Jr. 
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“I Love Geneva” 
(Sung to the tune “I Love The Mountains”) 

(Chorus) 
Boom De Ah Dah, Boom De Ah Dah, Boom De Ah 
Dah, Boom De Ah Dah (repeat) 
 
I love Geneva  
I love the people here 
I love Lake Winni 
I love the atmosphere 
I love the mission 
When we go forth from here 
(Chorus) 
I love the camp fires 
I love the loons that call 
I love the singing 
I love the stars that fall 
I love the wood trails 
Oh how I love it all 
(Chorus) 
I love the peace here 
Far from the human race 
I love the spirit  
Of God and all his grace 
I love the memories 
When we go from this place 
(chorus) 
 
-Tom Weston, Jr. 
  05/03/2014 
 
The Business Department 
From the Chairperson of the Board 
 

Religious and Spiritual Orientation 
 

At our Trustees meeting in April, we discussed 
feedback from last year, shared by a few, that 
they wished NNESRE’s orientation and 
programming would incorporate more spiritual 
aspects than we do now. 
 
Thinking about this year’s theme “Common 
Ground,” NNESRE’s mission statement is 
appropriate to restate here: 
 
MISSION:  The Northern New England School of 
Religious Education (NNESRE) is an inclusive, 
intergenerational community welcoming all people.  
NNESRE conducts an annual session offering 
courses and activities that provide opportunities for 
spiritual development, socio-political awareness, 
artistic expression, personal growth and renewal. 
 

NNESRE was founded and built upon Christian 
traditions.  We are also an interfaith camp.  We 
encourage campers of all faiths and beliefs to 
help us incorporate their traditions.  That way 
we can focus and illuminate all religions and 
spirituality represented at camp.   
 

If you come from a tradition or spiritual place 
you feel is underrepresented, please come 
forward and work with Chaplain Shelly 
Stackhouse to lead a morning watch, for 
example.   In addition, speak with Program and 
Evaluation Committee Chair Allie Bruch about 
your programming and teacher suggestions for 
NNESRE to consider in next year’s course 
lineup, as another example. 
 

And of course feel free to contact me: call my 
cell (860) 508-1844 or office (860) 368-5209.  
My family unfortunately can’t make camp this 
summer, having 3 ½ of our kids headed off to 
college.  Trevor Davis, Vice Chair, has agreed 
to step in for me during camp, so please feel 
free to reach out to him as well. 
 

Meeting Notices 
 

For those to whom it applies, please mark your 
mental calendars.  The Executive Committee 
will meet Wednesday, August 6 at 1:00 p.m. on 
the Inn Porch, to accept the Nominating 
Committee’s report.  The Board of Trustees 
will meet Thursday, August 7 1:00 p.m. in the 
Meeting House lower level for its Annual 
Meeting. 
 
We’ll all miss you this time around, but 
hopefully we’ll be back next year.  I’m feeling 
very good about the program and the leaders 
we have in place for camp! 
 
Peace, 
Charley Smith 
Chair, Board of Trustees 
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A Memorial Day to 
Remember 
Work-weekenders lend a hand, 
Chips don’t fall where they may  
 
Hello All! 
A fun work weekend was had over Memorial 
Day weekend.  A bunch of NNESRE folks 
participated in, by my count, our 15th work 
weekend. The NNESRE conference been 
helping GPC in this way since about 2008! The 
weather was pretty changeable so we had a 
variety of inside and outside jobs.  When the 
weather cleared it was quite beautiful and some 
folks even went swimming! 
  
One of the most needed projects was the lead 
paint mitigation of the Siftar Cottage. The 
painted built-in benches were removed and the 
floor patched and painted. Another coat of floor 
paint was supposed to be applied after we left 
and also the front door jam and sill fully taken 
out and replaced. Let’s hope GPC has taken 
care of all of that by our conference time in 
August. 
  
Lots of floor mopping, waxing and painting went 
on in the two Inn dining rooms, also the kitchen 
and staff dining room. These need to get done 
every year and having done it several times I 
can tell you it is a big job!  You will notice some 
new (used) dining room chairs that were 
donated from a private school that was getting 
new ones.  If you go out to Geneva Woods you 
may notice some clearing of trees to open up 
light to the understory. The folks from Camp 
Aurora were working on a pathway leading to 
the new ramp to the Chapel porch. It was 
looking good when I left. There was the heavy 
job of clearing out lots of picnic tables, benches 
and trash receptacles from the Barn where they 
are stored for the Winter. Also the garage 
attached to the Barn got some attention with 
clearing and organizing. New beach sand was 
delivered and spread out as some of that gets 
lost during the Winter months. A cleaning crew 
did a marvelous job of thoroughly cleaning out 
many of the Dock Road cabins. A number of 
other tasks were performed that are not as 

noticeable but very important to the seasonal 
work and maintenance of GPC. One thing we 
did NOT do was ANY wood chip spreading! I 
think that’s the first time we didn’t do any of 
that! 
  
Here are the hearty and fun crew that worked 
and played and sang and communed together 
for that weekend.  I thank them and if you see 
one of these folks around YOU can thank 
them, too! AND maybe join us next time. 
  
In work and play,  
-Barb  
(your NNESRE work weekend coordinator) 
 
Memorial Day 2014 Work Weekend 
Volunteers: 
 

Doby Hall 
Barb Siftar 
Richard Koh 
Tracy Hall 
Chloe Hall 
Hannah Hall 
Catherine Jones 
Eland Cruz 
Naldi Cruz 
Laura Miller 
Francis Miller 
Ella Miller 
Fiona Miller 
Julie Siftar 
Dan Nicholson 
Celia Nicholson 
Sonia Nicholson 
Kevin Weston 
Tom Weston 
Linda Regan 
Din Stevens 
Anne Kimock 
Jon Arnold 
Beth Siftar 
Eva Alciere 
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The GEMS 
All Hail Editor Morrissey 
 
Hello and welcome campers, from your friends 
(we swear) GEMS editors.  Alert readers will  
notice some new features in this year’s edition: 
namely, we’ve changed the year from 2013 to 
2014 in almost all the relevant places.  
Furthermore, taking the helm this year is your 
new GEMS Editor, Mr. Joe Morrissey.   Joe will 
be on the lookout for some new co-conspirators, 
so speak up if you’re interested.  Or come on in 
to the office any morning (we are located, 
somewhat blasphemously, in the Chapel), take 
up a pen or a keyboard, and spin out some 
copy.   We’ll keep the light on for you. Come to 
think of it, let’s let Joe speak for himself:  
 
Hello everybody, 
 
    As another year at Winni comes upon 
us, rest assured that here at the Gems 
we've used this past year ensuring that you 
are once again brought the hard hitting 
investigative reporting you've gotten used 
to.  (Translation:  I got my truck tuned up 
so I can make it to Jo Jo's and buy copies 
of the Boston Globe and Boston Herald to 
leave out on the Inn porch.  After I've done 
that then Bill, Din and I will sit down and 
write some drivel for the Gems.)  However, 
even though our writing skills are indeed 
awesome to behold, we cannot be 
everywhere.   
 
Therefore I ask that in order to guarantee 
as many campers as possible receive a 
mention (and can therefore brag to their 
grandchildren about being) in the Gems, 
we need your help.  Should you see 
anything transpire around camp that is 
potentially newsworthy (or at least will 
embarrass a fellow camper) then do not be 
shy about coming into our office and 
blabbing about it.   
 
We promise you will remain anonymous 
unless we feel that identifying you will get 
us a few more laughs.  In that case we'll rat 

you out like a mob stool pigeon     So, what 
do you say?  Let's spend the week singing, 
dancing, and snitching on our 
neighbors.  What's the worst that can 
happen?  Sending us to bed without our 
supper?  That may not be such a bad 
thing.  Forcing us to listen to Lou Weeks' 
trumpet playing?  We're already subjected 
to that.   
 
If you feel guilty afterward just go get 
some ice cream.  That always works for 
me (and therefore when you see me in the 
ice cream shop you'll know I did 
something bad).   
  
See you all soon! 
 
-Joe Morrissey  

 
Space Filling Heavy 
Poem Inserted Here 
 
Space, 
Empty – void – nothingness, 
It calls to me, 
To fill, 
To overflow, 
To rise up! 
And seek…….. 
But what is my calling? 
To create peace like a river? 
To seek justice where there is none? 
To connect hearts in a broken world? 
The first step is the hardest, 
To rise from my nap, 
To shun my lethargy, 
To put off my procrastination, 
To start …. Or simply begin again? 
Step one….. 
Ice cream. 
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The Winni Folk Singer’s 
Packer’s Lament 
I’m Going to Winni, and I’m 
Bringing…. 
 
Attention folk musicians, 
And you shall hear,  
Of attempts to write packing lists,  
That applied to this year. 
Having made it to July, 2014, 
A fleeting thought, swiftly came unto me, 
To write a packing list in folk singer mode, 
So I gave it a shot, and here’s how’d it goed! 
  

How many years must a camper exist, 
Before s/he remembers to bring, 
Things that they need to get through the week, 
And the songs that they hope they will sing….. 
 

or 
There a camper who’s sure, 
All that glimmers is Lake Winni, 
And she’s writing a packing list, 
For NNESRE, 
 

or 
I’m running down the road, 
But I am thinking the load, 
Of stuff tied to the roof,  
Has more or less blown off, 
Part is in the right lane, 
Part is in the left lane, 
Part is still floating aloft. 
Defensive driving, 
Defensive driving, 
Just getting to Winni can drive you crazy.... 
 

or 
Come all you GEMz readers, 
Throughout the land, 
And don’t criticize what you can’t understand, 
We use fancy words, 
And conjugate when we can, 
Cause we are all about being surprising, 
So we write night and day, 
Cause it’s the only way, 
That we can be Pulitzer Prizin! 
Or  

Bring me a suitcase in the summer time, 
When it’s hard to find, 
Bring me a suitcase in the summertime, 
I’ve got packing on my mind, 
For packing is sweet, 
Most anytime and yet, 
Without a packing list I’m doomed to find, 
A bunch of things I will forget….. 
 
So try I as I did, 
My results were not pleasin’, 
So I’m back to the prose, 
That’s metered and season’d, 
So here are those things, 
Of which I do not, 
Hope to have found, 
When at Winni, I’ve forgot! 
  
The very first thing,  
That I n’ere shan’t forget, 
Is who I really am, 
That is, a nametag for my neck. 
  
Then I packed stuff for the cabin: 
Clean sheets and a blanket, 
A nicely filled cooler, 
Coffee pot, beans or Sanka. 
  
Chips, dip and Cheetos, 
And other things that are crunchy, 
Cause best friends are made, 
Over cold drinks and munchies, 
 
Flashlights and raingear,  
Extensions and fans, 
And lest we forget, 
No glass bottles, just cans. 
 
Bug spray and sunscreen, 
‘Gainst varmints and sun, 
Imodium and Pepto, 
‘Gainst things served on a bun, 
 
Sunglasses and swimsuits, 
And my ol’ dancing shoes, 
Toothpaste and Lysol, 
Should I battle mildew, 
The plans for my Hoot act, 
And the props I use in it, 
As I remember the mantra, 
“Make it less than 3 minutes!” 
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Spare change for laundry, 
And cash for the store, 
A stick I have nurtured all year, 
For S’mores, 
 
A digital camera, 
To capture the bliss, 
Of the Winni Swimmi swimmers, 
Coming out of the mist, 
 
And then a clothesline to dry, 
The suits when they’re wet, 
A baseball glove and a cap, 
Be you Yankee or Met, 
 
Poetry for the Coffee House, 
Or a nice dramatic reading, 
Some personal spices, 
To make palatable what you’re eating, 
  
And I’ll dig in the closet, 
For the board games I’ve got, 
And I’ll brush up on my scrabble, 
Cause it’s about winning…..NOT!  
  
And BYOP,  
(Bring Your Own Pillow that’s soft,)  
And a humorous joke, 
For the Friday Joke Off, 
 
And as many things as there are I must find, 
I also have a list for what to leave behind, 
  
My work and my cell phone,  
To avoid real world stress, 
If I must work then relax,  
Cause the camp’s wireless, 
 
Erase from my mind all unpleasant relations, 
All “should” attitudes and high expectations, 
 
And most important of all as I travel the miles, 
Bring a heart full of friendship & even more 
smiles!  
 
 
 
 

How Do I Get Thar From Here? 
 
Remember when everyone queued up for 
the two pay phones on the GPC campus?  
In honor of those bygone days, and in the 
event of a cyber attack disabling all cell 
and GPS service on the eastern seaboard, 
and because we know you’d miss it if it 
weren’t here, and because we are trying to 
use up column inches, we bring you…… 

 

Map and Directions 
 

 

 

From the south, take I-93 North to exit 23 
and turn right onto route 104 for 9 miles. At 
the junction of Route 104 and U.S. Route 
3, take a left onto Route 3 for  
approximately 1 mile. At the traffic lights in 
Meredith, bear right onto Route 25 (stay on 
Route 25) for 8 miles. Take a right onto 
Moultonboro Neck Road at the traffic lights 
(just beyond the Service Station) and travel 
for 5.7 miles. Bear left at fork in the road. 
Turn left onto Geneva Point Road and 
follow to the Geneva Point Center entrance 
sign. 
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