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The Geneva i-GEMS 
 

Opening Night Kickoff 
 
 

Thank-Yous 
- Thanks to Leslie Dockendorff for the huge 
amount of time that you donate insuring we all 
have a place to stay when we arrive (would kind 
of stink if we all had to tent out on the green). 
 
- Thanks to Barb for putting together and running 
our fabulous opening night program last night 
and thanks to Chris Peters, Bill Milford, Beth 
LeBar and Lindy Hearne for providing songs & 
accompaniment.  Thanks to Sue DiTucci for the 
mingling activities.  Thanks to Allie Bruch for all 
the hard work you put in as Program Coordinator 
and for reminding us that you have curves.  And 
thanks to Dean Lou Weeks for pointing out to us 
that though we may suspect otherwise, we are not 
being served any descendants of Secretariat at 
supper. 
 
-Thanks to Greg Widman for the shortest safety 
precautions ever.  You get an award for 
efficiency. 
 
-Thanks to Barb for leading the dancing in the 
Barn last night.   We’re not sure why with all of 
the things you’re busy doing around here you feel 
it necessary to teach a class during first period but 
hey, go for it. 
 

 
 

Tonight’s Schedule 
 

6:45   Evening Watch - Chapel 
7:30 Bill n’ Barb n’ Friends show - Chapel 
8:00-10:00 Scoop Shop Open 
9:00 Dancing in the Barn with Barb 
 

Ffffffffffffffffffffolk-tastic! 
Acoustic Bliss Hits the Chapel with Barb n Bill n 
Chris n Lindy n Lynn n Joanne n Tucker! 

  

It is back to the chapel for the annual concert with 
Barb Siftar, Bill Milford, Chris Peters, Lynn 
Adler, Lindy Hearne, and Joanne Hammil – this 
year with a special guest appearance by Tucker 
Hemphill.  For newcomers, this is a great 
opportunity to sit back and enjoy some fine 
acoustic music, sing-a-longs, and 
singer/songwriter musings.  Be part of the 100 
part harmony of this event that has been gracing 
the chapel stage for over 30 years! 

 
 

Your WINNI Weather 
 

TONIGHT: Isolated thunderstorms with chance of 
rain 30% 
   

TOMORROW: Partly cloudy early. Scattered 
thunderstorms developing in the afternoon. High 81F. 
Winds light and variable. Chance of rain 50%. 
BEYOND TOMORROW: Partly sunny and in the low 
80’s through Tuesday, chance of thundershowers late in the 
afternoons.  
 
Joanne Hammil Moves Us 
And her class from 1st period to 2nd period 
 
Joanne Hammil’s first period class was so good, 
it got promoted, and has been moved to second 
period. So join Joanne either second or third 
period in the Chapel to make beautiful music 
together. 
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A note from Marylin Marilyn 
Kendrix (or is it Kendricks?) 
I before Y, except at Winni  
 
A name is such a little thing, 
It matters not at all. 
A bunch of syllables to sing 
To answer when you call. 
 
So should the spelling mean a whit when weighty 
subjects grace the air? 
Should placement of an “I” or “Y” 
Bring consternation or a care? 
 
I tell myself it does not matter 
That sometimes “I” does follow “Y”, 
When the former becomes the latter 
So I should only have a sigh. 
 
Of Marylin or Marilyn, 
Which one is truly better? 
A name spelled right or spelled all wrong, 
By the flipping of two letters. 
 
We’re on vacation here at Winni, 
Spelling no longer counts. 
The Nurthorn Knew Englandt Skool of Religius 
Edukation 
All English rules it flounts. 
 
Your new editor, broad shouldered man that he 
is, takes full responsibility for the misspelling of 
Marilyn’s name in yesterday’s Gems even though 
it really was Allie Bruch’s fault.  
 
THE I-GEMS and You (Part 2) 
 
Due to the opportunity presented to us via the 
great Printer disaster of 2013 2014 (anybody 
know how to get a laptop and a “bizhub 500” to 
talk to each other?)  the GEMS continues to 
create both “hard copy” and online versions of 
our beloved publication.  Online copies were sent 
out via the current email list so if you did not 
receive one be grateful let us know and we’ll be 

happy to add your address to our rolodex 
database. 
 
Our I-pictures can come from you, the wired 
masses.  Send ‘em on in to 
diane.v.stevens@gmail.com. 
Go forth and connect! 
 
Archives Are In 
Bring Us Your Old, Your Tired….. 
 
NNESRE Historical Society, founded by Hesung 
Koh, assisted by the late Barbara Raymond, 
brought to the digital modern world by Sheldon 
Soper, has now been placed in the hands (camera, 
hard drive, etc.) of Kate Fioravanti.  Though 
intimidated to follow in such footsteps, Kate is 
eager to hear from everyone!  Seeking all 
pictures, documents, stories, memories, etc. that 
you wouldn’t entrust to the GEMS, please see 
Kate!  You will also find Kate preserving this 
current year in history for future Winnites to 
laugh, cry, reminisce for years to come.  (You 
might find yourselves in a cameo role by the end 
of this week.) 
 
Tomorrow’s Going to Be 
Bazaar! 
Annual Bazaar Monday @ 1 PM 
 
Remember to take time and money to the annual 
NNESRE Bazaar on Monday from 1 to 3 PM.  
This is an opportunity for NNESRE campers to 
show off their stuff and sell it!  See Amy Bruch if 
you are interested in renting table space and 
selling something off something you would like 
to be rid of (the furry little things under your 
cabin not included).  You can expect musicians to 
bring CDs for sale (including a copy of last year’s 
Sunday concert – all proceeds go to the NNESRE 
scholarship fund), artists to display jewelry and 
pottery and cards - oh my! 
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The Daily Deal 
 

This here is where what happens when! 
 
7 – 7:45 AM  Morning Swim – Located for your 
convenience at the beach. 
 

7:30 - 8:00 AM Morning Watch – In the Outdoor 
Chapel near the Inn  
 

8:00 to 8:45 AM BREAKFAST 
 
8:30 to 8:45 Kids (Pre-K and Older) 
Sing-a-long at the Outdoor Chapel 
 

8:50 - 12:00  Adult Ed. School  
- First period 8:50 – 9:45 
- Second period – 9:55 – 10:50 
- Third period – 11:05 – 12:00 

 

8:45 – 10:50 Kids’ Ed. School  
 

11 to 11:45 AM – Kids’ Swim at the Beach  
 

12:00   Kid Pick-Up at the Flagpole 
 

12:01  Kid Put-Down about 10 feet from the 
flagpoles.  Them kids is heavy! 
 

12:15 – 1:15 PM  LUNCH 
 

1 – 2 PM  QUIET TIME (your digestion is going to 
need all the help it can get) 
 

1 – 2 PM  High School group / TEEN TALK 
(quietly, we presume) 
 

2 – 4 PM  Scoop Shop Open 
 

1 – 5 PM  Free swim at the beach! 
 

8 – 10:00   Scoop Shop is open! 
 

5:30 – 6:30 PM  DINNER  
(with Your New Geneva GEMS) 
 
6:45 to 7:15  PM  Evening Watch 
 

7:30…..  Evening Activities 
 
Check daily GEMS for listings of Evening 
Activities and their locations.   
 
 
 
 

Yoga Anyone? 
If you schedule it, she will come 
 
Jennifer Brosious has been approached by several 
campers asking for yoga.  Jennifer will have yoga 
classes beginning tomorrow morning at 6:30 in 
the barn unless enough campers propose a better 
alternative (see Jennifer).  Bring your own mat.  
Anybody with an extra mat or beach towel or 
handkerchief please bring it by the barn (we’re on 
a shoestring budget here). 
 

Fireside Chat 
Fireside chat will be held on the Meeting House 
porch at 4:00 tomorrow (that’s Monday for those 
of us who are clueless as to what day of the week 
it is while we’re here at camp) where Ken Cheek 
will be talking about “Village to Village”.  This is 
a volunteer community network providing 
services to the elderly that allows them to sustain 
independence as long as possible. 
 

Le Monday Menu 
 
Breakfast:   
GPC Breakfast Bar 
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs 
Seasoned Home Fries 
Pork Sausage 
Fresh Baked Cinnamon Buns 
 
Lunch: 
Soup d’ Jour 
Idaho Baked Potato Bar 
GPC Salad Bar 
Veggie Chili 
Chicken Chili 
Steamed Broccoli 
Sour cream and cheese 
Frosted Yellow Cake 
 
Dinner: 
Pasta d’ Jour with Garden Vegetable Marinara 
Roasted Squash Medley 
Italian Meatballs 
Baked Garlic Bread 
French Cream Puff 
Vegetarian option: Cheese Lasagna 
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MORNING WATCH LEADERS 
Watch for these leaders at a morning near you 
 
Monday:  Lynn Adler and Lindy Hearne 
Tuesday:  Jennifer Hanrahan 
Wednesday: Marilyn Kendrix 
Thursday: Laura Fitzpatrick-Nager 
Friday: Shelly Stackhouse 
Saturday: Mark Brady 
For Tuesday Evening Watch Shelly is seeking 
someone who would be willing and able to 
accompany a hymn on piano. 
 
GEMS Printer Experiences 
Miracle Healing 
What do you do after CTRL ALT DEL? Call 
Derek Hall! 
 
The first afternoon at the GEMS is often like the 
first day at pre-school, an air of excitement 
permeates the room, the creativity starts to flow, 
there is jubilation that our dreams of production 
may come true…. And then a funny smell hits the 
room and printer/copier won’t work.   
 
We are used to these roadblocks here at the 
GEMS, and when things stink, we make 
stinkonade.  So we figured a work around and the 
GEMS and ROSTER were printed no problem.   
However, we were still stuck with the problem 
that the computer and printer weren’t talking to 
one another. 
 
After a variety of tweaks, hits, burps, and random 
pushing of buttons – no progress.  After a call to a 
brother in law who runs a copier business – no 
progress. After a consultation with his high 
holiness, Sea Captain Wesley Gundersen – no 
progress. 
 
But then – a man riding a white horse with a hard 
hat came into our midst.  Derek Hall, crouched 
over said machines with the focus of laser, and 
the keyboard skills of a 13 fingered capuchin 
monkey.   The smoke rose from the keyboards, 

the drano was poured in the printer,  - and a burp 
and foul smell occurred after which Joe was 
asked to leave the room.  However, when the mist 
cleared – printer and computer were mister and 
mistress – intertwined in a cross over cable for 
life. 
 
When asked about his diagnosis, Derek said it 
was all about the “IP” – considering the size of 
the prostates of 2 of the 3 GEMS editors – which 
both admitted we had “IP” issues also, especially 
at night.  However, fixing the printer’s issue is 
apparently easier than fixing ours – so he went on 
his way.  
 
Blessing upon you, Derek Hall, for getting us up 
and running!  Well done! 
 
Your GEMz Editors  - Din n Bill n Joe 
 
 
The First Night – What It Was! 
 
 
Our welcome back to Winni was filled with the 
delight of the familiar, the blessing of the rain 
narrowly avoiding us, and the fun of seeing many 
new faces. 
 
Registrar Leslie Dockendorff welcomed campers 
with keys, GEMS, and a subpoena if they hadn’t 
paid up yet.  Tenters blessed the slightly damp 
soil they placed their tarps upon.  Dinner was a 
tasty chicken a la chunks, and we were glad to 
have them.   
 
Shelley Stackhouse, our chaplain, led off Evening 
Watch and had us go up above our heads to be 
aware of all the beauty that surrounds us, and we 
blessed one another with holy head pats. 
 
Having been blessed, we sanctified each other 
with a common communion of ice cream – this is 
the cream… this is the cookie…. .  We brought 
our sugar buzz back into the meeting house and 
the Divine Ms. Barb Siftar, backed by the three 
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amigos plus Beth LeBar – got some music in the 
air to fill the space and souls.  Barb left us with 
the profound statement that “we’re here because 
we’re here…” which made many of the parents  
in the room feel affirmed that their logic of 
“because I said so” was sound. 
 
Dean Lou Weeks laid down the law with both the 
profound and absurd in helping us bring to mind 
that we are living in community, and that 
everyone’s mindfulness of the least amongst us 
(who can I be most considerate of…) can help to 
create a caring week for this wonderful 
community.   
 
Sue DiTucci and Julie Nicholson helped us to sort 
who sandals might be found on the beach by 
organizing us by shoe size, and who is most 
likely to have a back ailment from traveling the 
longest to Winni (Kate Milford left Jun. 14th. – 
even the British Invasion -  the folks from 
England got here faster than her, she needs to 
start stepping doubletime.) 
   
Allie Bruch presented the Adult Ed. Program 
teachers who all enjoyed their 15 seconds of fame 
and pitched their wares, titillated our curiosity 
and made scheduling for classes challenging with 
so many good choices – and Allie doing a shell 
game with class locations.   
 
Barb n Dan Nicholson powered us through to the 
end with an African Chant “Funga Arafia” – the 
first time we had heard “Funga” as a warm and 
welcoming phrase.  Despite this, 3 Italians were 
noted leaving campus for a more hospitable 
environment at Camp Robindale. The three 
amigos (Chris Peters, Lindy Hearne, and Bill 
Milford) were back to calypso-ize us through a 
song of “We are a Circle”.   The merriment led to 
the barn where the Barb-barian had the strength 
of many along with DJ Jon Around spinning the 
CDs – as she led an evening of games, dance, and 
fun in the barn.  Late goers were treated to a 
double closer (double negative – means we are 
actually starting – brilliant metaphor there Barb) 

– of both Ningunatik and Trygnala Rumjana.  
Campers retired to their campfires for 
conversation, after visiting their cabins, and then 
eventually retired to the one night when they had 
a shot of sleeping in clean sheets.  It was a good 
night at Winni. 
 
 
Tom Gosselin Wants To Be 
Animated 
He Has a Winning Personality But Seeks An 
Illustrator 
 
Tom Gosselin is seeking an illustrator for 
collaboration on a new book on negotiation. 
Please see him at meals with your doodles or 
your ideas as to whom he might consider for this 
colorful position.   
 
 
Words to the Unwise 
 
GPC staff member Greg Widman was graciously 
brief in his safety instructions to campers at last 
night’s orientation, the substance of his remarks 
boiling down to the admonition: “don’t do 
anything stupid.”  Well, that lets US out of a job 
for the rest of the week.   Probably could cancel 
the Hoot as well.  Perhaps he really meant “don’t 
do anything dangerous or destructive” -- which 
might still substantially reduce our duties.  But 
we at the GEMS like to cast things in a proactive, 
positive light, so we give you: 
 
Top 10 Smart Things you Can Do 
at Winni  
 
Don’t break your arm diving after a ball in the 
softball game. 
Don’t play Last Couple Stoop if you are over the 
age of 35. 
Move your coolers indoors.  This may mean 
(Nissons) that you will now have to sleep out on 
the green. 
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To protect against aches and pains, cover the 
entire floor space of your tent with air mattresses.  
Or, just bring a Bouncy House instead. 
Don’t “carbo load” for the Swimmi by 
consuming 10 slices at Thursday’s lunch pizza 
bar. 
Don’t choose this moment to resurrect your old 
lawn Jarts and host a cocktail party/Jarts tourney 
at dusk. 
Don’t pet the porcupines. 
Don’t play piñata with a hornet’s nest. 
Don’t be a rock anywhere near Wes Gundersen’s 
propeller. 
Disregard the GEMS and get your camp news 
from hearsay from reliable sources around camp. 
 

Haiku 
Clouds, crowding Winni 
Why cloudy?  Why sky? Why now? 
One baby this year. 
 
Len Raymond 
 
 
 

What’s Going On Around Camp? 
We want to know, but if we don’t know… 
 
If you read your pre-GEMS, you’ll know that we 
made a plea for campers to come by the office 
and let us know what’s going on in their corners 
of the camp.   So far, here’s what we’ve 
heard…or what we imagine, as the case may be. 

 
Campground – Campers banded together to fend 
off a rampaging moose with a bad Cheetoh habit.  
Pasture line – Since orientation last night, 
making new plan to obtain horses to graze in the 
pasture. 
Gibbes House – Privately catered three course 
dinners served on fine china with accompanying 
wine flight.  Kids menu: foie de gras nuggets.    
Lakeview Lodge -  Midnight swim with the loons 
tonight, 12:30 AM.    
Lakeview Cabins - Martinis on the porch at 
4:30PM daily.  All invited.  
State Line – They have queen-sized mattresses.  
We don’t see much of them, but we hear they’re 
having a great time. 
Trees – We’re still not sure where Trees is…..or 
are.  Or whether people are actually housed in 
trees there, or tree houses, or what.  Per NH State 
Registry of deeds, the site was acquired in a 
leveraged buyout from Keebler elves. 
Dock Road – Managed a campfire last night 
anyway despite absence of chief fire officer, Bob 
Ganley.  
Chapel Line – Everybody hears what’s going on 
in Chapel Line.  Literally. 
Inn – Antiques Roadshow declares entire building 
and contents worthless. 
 
If any of the above is not accurate, please come 
by and set us straight.  If you don’t, we’ll keep 
reporting anyway. 
 
 
 

 


	The Geneva i-GEMS

