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Tuesday Night Schedule 
6:45 Evening watch – Chapel 
7:30 Live Owl Show – Meeting House 
9:00 Movie (Princess Bride)– Meeting House 
9:15 Bonfire Singing – Campground 
9:30 Drumming Circle – Dining Tent 

 
Thank yous 
From Your Evening Coordinators 
 
- Thank you to the Weston Family for the 
annual ritual of campfire fun.   
 
 

- Thanks to S’mores helpers Sue and Paul 
DiTucci, Leslie Ganley, Joann Milford, and 
many more. 
 

- Thank you Barb Siftar for another night of 
fantabulous rip snorting Barn dancing!  And 
yes, we did indeed hit Stepping Out on the 
money! 
 
Preview of Tonight’s Attractions  
Real Life Hoot  
 
Evening Coordinators Julie and Dan promise a 
full night of entertainment tonight.   
The Harry Potter Owls (all the way from 
Hogwarts via the Squam Lake Science and 
Nature Center) will be featured at the Meeting 
House for a night of fun for the entire family.   
 
Campground bonfire and singalong promises to 
be a fun event.  Bring your blankets/chairs and 
song requests. 
 
Princess Bride will be the movie in the Meeting 
House tonight.  Robin Wright and Cary Elwes 
star in this fairytale adventure about a beautiful 
princess and the gallant hero who rescues her 
from an evil villain.  Directed by Rob Reiner. 

 
The Drumming Circle will be held in the dining 
tent this year (not the Chapel) from 9:30 – 
10:30.  We will supply drums (buckets) but 
bring your own if you can. 
 
So come on out and sing (unless you’re Mike 
Nisson because that man’s singing will make 
you want to jump into the fire) and dance and 
drum under the stars. 

 
Winni Class Evaluations 
  

The program highly values your feedback on the 
classes you have attended.  Please complete the 
evaluation form in the GEMS before you leave 
on Saturday.   
  

Thank you very much for your feedback.  
 
Winni Swimmi Approacheth 
Cue the Jaws soundtrack! 
 
Winni Swimmi Commissioner Bob Ganley 
announces plans for the 2014 Winni Swimmi.  
The Swimmi is a one-mile open water swim 
from the Council Ring beach to a designated 
point beyond the Inn and back.  Swimmers are 
guided and guarded by boaters along the way.   
Swimmi to take place Thursday afternoon.  
Watch for sign up sheet for swimmers and 
boaters on the Inn Porch.  Contact Bob Ganley 
with any questions. 
 

Accu-GEMS Weather 
Tonight: Scattered thunderstorms during the evening. 
Partly cloudy skies after midnight.  Low 61F.  Chance 
of rain 60%. 
Tomorrow:  Partly cloudy skies. High 78F.  20% 
chance of rain 
Thursday:  Showers. Highs in the low 70s and lows in 
the mid 50s. 

 



 2 Tuesday -  August 6th, 2013 
 
 
WEDNESDAY MENU 
Breakfast:  
GPC Breakfast Bar 
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs 
Country Ham 
Seasoned Home Fries 
Fresh Baked Corn Muffin 
  
Lunch: 
Mac and Cheese 
Hot Dog Bar 
Grilled Veggie Burger 
Kale Salad 
Bean Salad 
GPC Brownies 
  
Dinner: 
Tex-Mex Fajitas 
(Tequila Lime Chicken or Beef with Refried Beans) 
Honey Ranch Rolls 
Vegetarian Option:  Ranchero Veggie Fajitas 
Chipotle Black  Bean Salsa 
Sweet Golden Corn 
Cilantro Lime Rice 
Ice cream selections 
 
 
HOOT SIGNUP ON INN 
PORCH 
 

It’s the moment you’ve been waiting for:  the 
Hoot sign up sheet is on the Inn porch.   GEMS 
editors ask that you please write your name as 
you would want it to appear in the GEMS.   The 
whole community asks that you limit your act to 
3 minutes or less.   
 
Hear Ye – Hear Ye 
You are hereby served your notice of the  
Board of Trustees Meeting on Thursday at 1 PM 
 

The Board of Trustees will have our Annual Meeting 
on Thursday at 1:00.  All Trustees are expected as 
well as staff who have reports, but anyone and 
everyone is welcome to attend.    
 
 

 
 
British invasion  
The influx of campers from Britain has not gone 
unnoticed here at the GEMS or in the camp 
community as a whole.  We’re noticing some 
changes as the camp and new campers 
accommodate to each other.  Thus, 
Top 10 Changes at Winni Since the British 
Invasion 
10 - Bad coffee in the dining hall replaced with 
bad tea. 
 9 - Ultimate frisbee gives way to nightly cricket 
on the green 
8 - Before heading to breakfast, you “knock up” 
your neighbor.   
7 - Warm pudding in the dining room every 
night.  
6 - Hoot replaced with parade of corgis across 
the green. 
5 - Watermelon seed spitting winners awarded 
OBE instead of t-shirt 
4 - Board Members now referred to as “Sir” and 
“Dame.” 
3 - Camper to dining hall staff: “Please, sir, may 
I have some more.”  
2 - Wake up from bunk bent like Beckham. 

1- GEMS renamed the Sun.  Revealing 
beach photos page 2! 

Bonus - George Michael spotted in bathhouse.  
To our new English friends, thanks for coming, 
and please come back next year.  We love you -- 
yeah, yeah, yeah. 
 
Take the M Train at the 
Campground 
 
What are Mexican Train Dominoes?  We’re not 
sure, but if you want to see for yourself, go 
check out the nightly Mexican Train Domino 
competition in the Campground.  Perennial 
winner Leslie Dockendorff fell to tech guru and 
possible domino shark Derrick Hall last night.   
Grudge match tonight?  
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Win-Win Winni Bazaar 
 
Yesterday’s bazaar was a success for all 
involved.  Crafters and artists made a few 
simoleons to spend at the Scoop Shop, campers 
took away treasures, and the Scholarship fund 
ended up $215 richer.   Thanks to all who 
participated. 
 
Softball Tomorrow 
Cathy Smith gears up for parade of 
injuries to Cottage F 
 
One last reminder that the annual softball game 
and bench clearing brawl is scheduled for 
tomorrow (Wednesday) at 2:00 at the field 
across the street from the camp entrance.  Prizes 
will be awarded for those who can correctly 
guess   
1) When the first argument breaks out. 
2) How many furry critters are injured by foul 
balls hit into the woods. 
3) How many times Mike Nisson is told to shut 
up. 
 

Missing Child ID’d 
Leslie Dockendorff Makes the Sighting 
 
From the wonderful pic o’ kids yesterday,  
Leslie Dockendorff remembers that group well 
as she was their Ed. School teacher.  The un-
named child in the picture was Jackie Burr.  
Leslie noted that this was a great group of kids 
who were responsible for creating the quilt that 
is in the Chapel! 
 
Live, tonight! International Space 
Station 
Keep your eyes on the heavens around 9:15 pm tonight 
and wave to the astronauts on the International Space 
Station as they pass overhead.  If you wish upon it,  your 
dream may come true or you may at least build a little 
international good will.  

 
Greetings From the Outside: 
The emails are flowing in as the GEMS 
and music are flowing out.  We are 
happy to have heard from: 
 
Gary DiNoia:  Greetings to all at camp!  Hope 
you are having a great week! 
 
Sally Baumer:  That was so very, very, sweet!  
The gesture as well as the wonderful music. It 
meant so much to find that waiting today. Those 
of us that couldn’t get there this year, have 
thought of all of you and are missing you...alot!  
The youngest amongst us (Catie's new sweet 
daughter, Alice) & the oldest amongst us (my 
dear parents-both so frail) made it rather easy to 
decide it best to stay near this year. Yet Catie, 
Josh, Athena, Bryan, Emmett & Alice as well 
my old (ain’t none of us getting younger!) winni 
self have hope in our hearts that we will return 
by & by.  xoxo to all.   Sally 
 
Andy Schwartz:  Thank you so much for 
including those of us who could not attend 
NNESRE at Winni this year, by emailing copies 
of the Gems!   As for me, for those who do not 
follow me on Facebook, my great adventure this 
year has been my 2 week trip to NEW 
ZEALAND this past April.  I traveled with 
professional landscape photographer DAN 
BALLARD  who led me on a great private 
photography workshop that took us over 2000 
miles of traveling around the South Island of 
New Zealand, where many locations were the 
backdrop of scenes from Lord Of The Rings and 
The Hobbit movies.  To see my very best photos 
from the trip, here is the link: 
www.soaringlightimages.com/newzealand  
(click on a photo to see an enlarged version).  
Though I am still here in Colorado, I am very 
much in spirit this week at Winni, especially in 
music!  All the best!  -Andy Schwartz 
 

http://www.soaringlightimages.com/newzealand
http://www.soaringlightimages.com/newzealand
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Debbie Rowe:  It’s been great seeing 
everyone’s Facebook postings and pictures, but 
this song is especially beautiful and makes me 
miss being at Winni all the more!  Love to you 
and all our dear friends!  Debbie 
 
Erika Grabher Angelo:  What a beautiful 
song! Although it's been quite a few years since 
I've been to Winni, I love getting to read the 
Gems every morning to see what you are all up 
to. They still make me laugh after all these 
years. And what a treat then to hear "Blessings 
of Love"....gotta love technology!  Last night Di 
sent me a video clip of Barb leading the 
"Alleluia" dance in the barn. One of my favorite 
Winni dances. Watching a 13 year old Shannon 
with her arms swaying back and forth, dancing 
with "the big kids" sort of blew me away. I can 
clearly remember, as if it were only yesterday, 
that sweet little blonde toddler falling asleep as I 
carried her on my back during one of the slower 
dances. Ah what beautiful "shadows on the 
wall".... Blessings on you Winniites!!  Fondly,  
Erika Grabher Angelo   P.S. Maybe one day I 
can convince my husband to visit Winni.  
Eric Dupee:  Very nice music!  Hope you all 
are having a great time! 
 
Jan White:  Thanks for that!  I can almost taste 
the ice cream! 
 
Faye Hess:   I miss you guys!!! 
 
Kim Moehring:  Hope you have a wonderful 
week- thinking of you all ❤❤ 

 
Anita Jones:   Have a terrific week! 
 
Laura Thomas:  I am going to try very hard to 
be there next year!  Till then say ooooooo to 
Georgie, and much love to all! 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Newz From Youz!!! 
Our Accu-GEMS Survey 
Asked “What’s the Good Word 
You Want To Share?” 
 
Birth of my grandson, Graham Weatherston 
Gosselin. (Tom Gosselin) 
 
Emma Rose was born six weeks ago,our first 
grandchild! (Charlie Soper) 
 
Finally got the place in VT that we had been 
thinking about for years... (Tim Siftar) 
 
Getting involved with Neighbor Brigade (.org) 
as the Lexington Chapter Leader, serving 
families in temporary crisis due to accident or 
illness. Our volunteers provide immediate home 
cooked meals, rides and light household help. 
Rewarding work! Neighbor Brigade started in 
MA, and hopes to expand to New England and 
further. (Kathy Pike) 
 
I have been playing with two rock and roll 
bands. New motorcycle. I'm living my life in 
reverse. (Robert Campbell) 
 
I spent 2 months in Alaska with Ken, our 
GRANDCHILDREN and Laura and John. 
(Jane Cheek) 
 
I took a wonderful trip to Vienna and visited 
with the fabulous Winni family The Arnones. 
Lynn McGalliard is the mom, Jay Arnone the 
dad, Luke, Kai and Stef are the sons. It's been a 
few years since they've been to Winni but Lynn 
grew up here with her siblings and her 
wonderful parents Dave and Jane Mcgalliard. 
While on that trip I took a side trip to Slovenia 
where I saw the place of my grandfather's birth, 
the church where he was baptized, and the 
landscape and ways of my ancestors. It was 
absolutely wonderful and interestingly 
revealing. Ask me about it! (Barb Siftar) 
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In November I made a date to practice ukulele 
with one fellow choir member . On a whim, I 
sent an email invite to the whole choir. Thus 
birthed the unitarian universalist ukulele song 
circle. With players aged 8 to 80.  Bring your 
ukes to camp winni! Theres a music store 
between holderness and the highway..I will 
check inventory. Ps  vintage fret shop , 30 
Riverside, Ashland,6039683346 open Sat and 
Sunday afternoon. Colorful starter ukes at 
almost $50 (Carolyn Allenby) 
 
Many life changes ... sold my home of 25 years 
(sad), found a wonderful condo that is located in 
the heart of Minneapolis three blocks from Lake 
of the Isles (happy)  Oh, and got a new puppy 
(very happy). (Robin Ogden) 
 
My daughter, Emily came home for a 2 week 
visit in June for her summer break and my son, 
John Michael got a great job! (Gloria Hoda) 
 
My second child, Leah, graduated from high 
school! (Shelly Stackhouse) 
 
Pete Seeger accompanied me on guitar in one of 
the last performances of his life.  I was to end 
the big Boston celebration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the March on Washington last 
Aug 28th by leading "Siyahamba" and Pete was 
to sing with me; but right before we went on he 
told me "I've forgotten all the words, but I could 
accompany you on guitar if you'd like".  It was 
so poignant, as he's sung and led this song 
thousands of times.  And it was so heart-filling 
and wonderful to perform with him one more 
time. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9m4TkOc
2Og (Joanne Hammil) 
 
The birth of my second granddaughter, Tessa 
Marie,  in January. (Chuck Bates) 
 
 
 

We were proud to welcome Jordan Wilson into 
our family as our lovely daughter, Allison Tyler 
Milford and he were married this year on 
February 1st!  Welcome Jordan, and welcome to 
Winni!  (Bill Milford) 
 
This year I got certified as a  Dreambuilder Life 
Coach. I love coaching and sharing the 
work.         Sorry I am not with everyone this 
year at camp but the other exciting thing is that 
Britt got her master's in accounting and I will be 
heading to Myrtle Beach this week for her 
graduation. Know I will miss being with 
everyone and will be watching Facebook for all 
the news that is not worthy of printing even in 
the Gems Love you all.  (Linda Higgins) 
 
We are just home from Botswana, Zimbabwe 
and Zambia.  It was the most wild and 
fascinating trip we've ever experienced.  And, 
now we long to hear Bill and Barb sing "When 
Jimbo Went to Zimbabwe." (Steve and Georgia 
Jennings) 
 
We are there in spirit! I continue to manage 
Noah's Restaurant. Come see me! Matt teaches 
sixth grade math in Willimantic, CT and grows 
flowers. Like Humble Gardens on Facebook. 
Laura lives in Boulder, CO and slings beer for a 
living. Every year we make plans to come next 
year. I hope so, but until then, we love getting 
the Gems via email. It makes us feel connected. 
Love you all, Lisa (Lisa Coleman) 
 
We had a new baby!  Alice Delilah was born on 
January 25th.  She is happy and mellow and 
adores her big brother Emmett.  Will miss you 
all so much this week.  Have a great time and 
hope to see you in 2015. (Catie Baumer 
Schwalb) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9m4TkOc2Og
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9m4TkOc2Og
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A Tale of Two Toms…. 
Weston Campfire Goes Off Without A Hitch 
and the Spirit of Jr. and Sr. Looms 
 
Major kudos to the Weston family for having 
seamlessly channeled the energy, humor, voice, 
and contorted facial expressions of their 
campfire predecessors, Tom Weston, Sr. and 
Tom Weston, Jr.  
 
Leading the charge were Holly Weston, Alycia 
Kauffman, Diane Soper, and Kevin Weston.  
Nobody but nobody, does a “Little Cabin in the 
Woods” like Diane – her “help me, help me!” 
brings the EMTs every time.  And Kevin’s 
brave walrus hunt, had us fearing for his own 
safety.   
 
So well versed was the crowd in the traditional 
favorites,  that nary a beat was missed when 
Kevin failed to signal the homeland that he was 
bring the walrus home.  Hands instantly flapped 
over heads like Canadian head gear. 
 
So many thanks for them for stepping up in 
Tom Jr.’s absence to keep the remarkable 
musical legacy of their family alive. 
 
When it was finally s’over, we enjoyed our 
s’mores until they were so s’sticky that our hair 
got s’stucked together that it s’adhered to our 
freaking s’pillows. 
 

Rich Koh Says Hello! 
 
Rich Koh sends his greetings from Boston 
where he is residing during Winni Week this 
year.  Rich sends his warm regards to everyone 
and you are welcome to stop by the GEMS 
office for more information about Rich and 
what he is doing these days.   
 
 

Memorial Service on 
Wednesday 
 
Per Winni tradition, Wednesday’s service will 
be the annual Memorial Service, held at 1:30 at 
the Council Ring. Interested people can gather 
at 1:15 to gather pine needles for the service.  
This year we will remember, in particular, Al 
Raymond, Peggy Whittmore, Cynthia Russett, 
Sherry Brady, and Audry Manfredi.  Please see 
Shelly Stackhouse for more service information. 
Transportation to the Council Ring will be 
provided for those who need it.  Please see the 
Dean if you will need transportation.  
 
More Haiku For You 
Laura Fitzpatrick-Nager checks in 
 
Chocolate charcoal 
Melted marshmallow on lips 
Kissed by a campfire 

 
Board of Directors  
 
The NNESRE Board of Directors Executive 
Committee meets Wed., August 6, 2014 at 1:00 
at the Inn Porch.  This meeting will primarily be 
to consider the Nominating Committee’s 
proposal (Chair Robin Ogden) for NNESRE 
Staff and Trustees. 
 
The NNESRE Board of Directors meets Thurs. 
at 1:00 at the same place. 
 
All campers are invited to attend both meetings. 
 
Since Chair Charley Smith is not at camp this 
year, please contact Vice-Chair Trevor Davis if 
you have any questions or suggestions. 
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Crocs Returned to Their Habitat 
Only one gator on campus…* 
 
"Thank you to whoever returned my son's 
crocs!!  They were thoughtfully returned to our 
tent and placed under my son's cot. It was 
almost as if I they had been there the whole 
time.   Thanks again!!  Lisetta Silvestri 
*Do you know who that is? 
 
 

Haikus For You 
Productivity Redefined…Less is More  
 
Harrison 
At three he watches 
A nuthatch searches the tree trunk. 
See them – Both are fed. 
 
Mystery 
Disguised as our life 
God comes to us each moment. 
I – knowing or not. 
 
Ginny Houghtaling 
 
The Note 
A small favor brings 
A lady with a thank you 
Hesung brush painted 
 
Betsy Lewis 
 
 
Len Haiku 
 
Paradise whispers now 
I connect, I mojo yes 
Bag pipes echo in wood 
 
Len Raymond 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Meeting Focuses on 
Communication and Inclusion 
Concerns about drinking and exclusion spur 
compassionate dialogue about connection… 
 
Dean Lou Weeks hosted a dialogue this 
afternoon for an hour which opened the door for 
attendees to express their insights, concerns, and 
ideas for how we can be a more welcoming and 
connected community.  Around 55 people 
attended the open circle setting, which Dean 
Weeks prefaced in asking for “empathetic  
listening” where participants not only 
respectfully listened, but sought the feeling and 
meaning behind each speaker’s message. 
 
Dean Weeks noted that the previous years 
evaluations included a “bunch” of concerns 
about the style of alcohol consumption at 
NNESRE and its effect on the community as a 
whole.  He opened the floor for comments 
inviting participants to begin their statement 
with “I love Winni because…” 
 
The group requested that specific confidentiality 
be honored and so remarks are noted here in 
general.  These comments included: 
• Influences on children and how adults role 

model behavior, not only regarding 
drinking, but how we connect with one 
another. 

• The tension between the desire to self-
regulate behavior versus setting ground rules 
to help guide behavior. 

• Ways that the community can be more 
hospitable and be attentive to the effect with 
have on one another.  Including processes 
whereby we can seek leadership. 

• If our community is like family, how do we 
treat family when conflicts arise? 

• How can we best respect people and sacred 
spaces with our behavior? 

The Dean applauded the quality of dialogue and 
hoped that this created the groundwork for 
further dialogue on how we can becoming a 
more welcoming and attentive community. 
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