The Geneva GEMS

Thursday Night Schedule
6:45 Evening Watch - Chapel
7:15-8:15 Labyrinth Walk - Labyrinth
7:45-8:50 Early Dance — For ALL - Barn
(note - this is earlier than the usual Barn
Dance)
9:00-11:00 Coffeehouse — Chapel (open mic
slots are limited, adult material only please)
9:00 Family Movie - “Matilda” featuring
Danny DeVito — Meeting House

The Hoot In Review

It was the Best of Times,
It was the Shortest of Times...

Dan Nicholson set the bar pretty low at a 4 hour
Hoot termination time for the 25 acts (including
the display of the chair affixed to his chin). But it
was Winni High Test Talent that hit the stage with
music, comedy, drama, sign language (and not
just the sign language from the audience telling
their kids to move over so they can get a better
picture...) and awesome ensemble performances.

1. Jerry Christman, Chuck Bates, Joel
Garrett - Somewhere over the Rainbow:
Bali, bali good tradition of welcoming
newborns to Winni and the Hoot. Alycia
really rocked, as she rocked the baby,
Emma Rose. Wonderful gentlemen -
sensitive men are in at Winni.

2. Winni’s Ed. School: Chocolate Ice
Cream Cone: These kids know how to
lead a tune. This is the flavor that never
gets old! Somehow the dog always wins,
year after year. Chocolate Ice Cream not
only is a crowd favorite, but a great
opportunity for Winni kids to get their feet
wet on stage.

. Winni Pre-School: 5 Little Ducks —

These kids know how to get their duck on
— expertly performed melodrama of the
mama duck looking for her missing
quackers. A happy ending for the mama
duck and the appreciative audience roiling
in tension from this cliff hanger of a
mystery. Agatha Christie meets Raffi.
Kindergarten and First Grade: Down
on the Beach - These guys made waves
with their expert performance! A variety
of dramatic interpretations made this story
even more compelling. Just shows that
different strokes for different folks makes
for a winning show!

Harrison and Travis Leap: Where Oh

Where Are You Tonight: This Hee Haw

favorite was compellingly presented so
that the spirit of Grandpa Jones permeated
this theatrical establishment.

. 2"93"and 4" Grade: | Can Believe |

Can Fly performed in sign language!
These guys not only know their future but
they know how to make it happen! Good
thing for the Winni Ed. School that we
know we have some future teachers in our
midst! Our GEMS Editors who know
some sign language can verify the
authenticity of their signing although the
kid to the left threw many subliminals to
buy ginger ice cream at the Scoop Shop.

. 5th Grade: Stop In The Name of Love!

These kids have exemplified tough love by
showing the neighborhood toughies that
kindness can overcome trouble — if you
only “think it ooooooo ver!” Nice job,
kids!

. Sofia Fioravanti: Castle in the Sky -

This Les Miserables favorite made us Les
Delighted! Broadway bound with Winni

talent — awesome job Sofia!

Grant Williams and Jaysson Kendrix :

You Can’t Ride In My Little Red Wagon -
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Rapping their way to the big time — this
automotive poetic joyride was a pleasure.
Excellent job you guys! Honk honk!
Alexa and Juliana Davis : Bananaphone
- Finally an act that has ap-peal . Shows
the importance of careful listening and
proper accessorizing.

Patty LaCamera: Her beak is not as bad
as her bite. A super human trick of
making sounds not necessarily related to
dinner.

Chloe Hall and Ben Garrett: This Land
Is Your Land — Reprising this Woody
Guthrie favorite, these kids brought it
home with a great interpretation of this
Americana favorite. Accompanied by
Chloe’s dad, Derek Hall on guitar — great
job.

Joanne Hammil: Pick It Up: With Liz
and Chris Peters as disgruntled parents -
there is nothing better than infusing your
kids with lyrics so they can sing their
protests to you at home. Thanks for
nothing, Joanne... Liz’s pitiful pleading
makes her second to Sofia’s Cosette for
most sympathetic performance. How
about an album of — “Yes, Mom, I’d Love
to....” Songs?

Celia and Sonia Nicholson, Carmen
Siftar, Chloe and Hanna Hall and
Skylar Gould: Is It Time Yet? This
compelling performance had us dangling
on the edge of wondering when and if
something is going to happen. An act like
this doesn’t cross our paths too often....
Tom Albert: No, no, a thousand times
no! - Camp drama at its best, we always
knew Chuck Bates had a dark side . The
only relief is that he is not on first
anymore. We always knew Kevin Weston
was a superhero! Another Winni happy
ending!

Duncan Weinland: Substitute (Frank
Turner) -- Dedicated to his folks and his
sister on his parent’s 20" wedding
anniversary. Great job, Duncan — another
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acoustic superstar in our midst - well
done!

Tony Bonser, Dorothy Bonser, and
Kathleen LaCamera Loughlin:
Lancashire recitation in Lancashire dialect
- we hardly understood the introduction
let alone the performance. “Some Folks” -
The Brits bring it on demonstrating why
they had to come to the States to find as
fine a quality venue as the Hoot to display
their dramatic talents. Move over, Dame
Edna, the Lancashire Players have arrived.
Travis and Carrie Leap: Love Is An
Open Door: This couple is the complete
package: fun, musical, and better than
Disney . You melted our hearts.

Laura Fitzpatrick Nager and Marisa
Moher: May | Suggest (Susan Werner —
one of our favorite composers) Acapella
with harmony that was hand in hand with
a message that our awareness rules
whether these are the best days of our
lives. A challenging yet compelling
thought as we are sitting through the
Hoot....

Jaime Terrazzino and Alex St. Louis:
with Duncan Weinland (on guitar) —That’s
What’s Up - Great harmony, friendship,
and spirit in this contemporary ballad by
Edward Sharpe.

Mike Loughlin: If You’ve Got The
Money — The British Invasion strikes
again with swift strumming, fast moving
lyrical ferocity that made us think that folk
rap has hit the British Isles. “She wants
money, money, money” demonstrating
that England and the States still have a lot
in common.

Garrett and the Blowfish: Chris Ross,
Max Kaye, Rachel Gundersen, Tucker
Hemphill — Stand By Me - Dedicated to
Mike Nisson who inspires all of us to do
so all little.... Folk spirit reigns! Rachel
first time with a guitar is a huge winner —
and kudos to the fellows for providing the
folk army to support her. Awesome job.




Max and Tucker traded the best licks we
have seen since visiting the Scoop Shop.
They brought the audience to its feet and
Rachel’s mom to blubbering tears....

23. Joanne Hammil’s Class: Cameroon
Whacka Whacka “Go Do It!” — A
powerful anthem from Africa complete
with moves by Shakira perfected by the
Winni Solid Gold Dancers. Joanne has
the ability to pull harmony from the souls
of Winnites to new heights with her
awesome musical leadership.

24. Dan Nicholson — Stuff on my chin. You
got stuff, he’ll put it on his chin.
Especially food, especially at dinner.

25. Tre Davis, Trevor Davis, Parker Davis,
Rose Ganley, Bob Fellows, Duncan
Weinland: Drops Of Jupiter — (Train) -
A pop infusion into the Hoot brought the
crowd alive and to its feet with clapping,
hooting, singing, and some good ol’ rock n
roll madness. Excellent vocals with Tre
and Rose and a full rock ensemble to boot.
Great job you guys — way to cap off an
excellent Hoot.

The GEMS is relieved to note that it appears that
the days of lip syncing seem to have waned and
that more home-spun, home-made Hoot acts have
re-emerged to dominate the stage. The creativity
and talent is jaw dropping and we can’t wait to
see how these generations of young people will
evolve in performing. We will note to MC
Nicholson that the show came in well under
budget — less than 2 hours — so we were barely
able to get our grump on before the final act hit
the stage. Thanks to Dan for keeping things
moving, funny, and balancing household items on
his face.
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News From Outside:
Winnites Check In....

Simon Alciere: | miss you guys. Hope the
shenanigans, skylarking and tomfoolery persist.
I've been busy sprucing up the new place in
downtown Amherst, MA. Eva and | are opening a
bed & breakfast!

Hamish Blackman: (Who just left yesterday...)
Miss you already ...and the GEMS!

Pat McGalliard: 1 love reading the GEMS on
the email; it’s almost like being there. Dave and |
have not been able to be at camp for a few years,
but we get a full report from the Nissons when
they get home. You probably know by now that
Dorothy Lebar died yesterday here at Elim Park
where she lived. Dave has known her for many
years and | have known her since she moved to
Elim Park a few years ago. We miss seeing all
our friends at Winni, and we have many fond
memories of our weeks there. Happy camping,
singing, hooting, swimmi-ing, s’moreing,
bazaaring,

etc. Our best wishes to all especially Susan,
Mike, Kyle, Erik, and Haley!

Thank yous from Dan and Julie

...to all the acts from the Hoot for

sharing your talents and creativity with

all of us

- special thanks to Kevin Weston and
Tucker Hemphill for providing and
manning the sound equipment

- to Barb for another night of inter-
generational dancing and fun and
games in the Barn!

- To Jamie Baker for helping with the
Hoot act lineup order




News From Adler and Hearne

Migrant song farmers from Texas work the
fields of New England Aug. 9 through Sept.
14... (Adler & Hearne house concert anyone?)

We’re thrilled to be back at Camp Winni for a
week of R&R with dear friends. We’re in the
middle of a nearly four-month-long concert tour,
and every day we are on tour we do our best to
connect in meaningful ways through song, with
old friends and new. Would you like to host an
Adler & Hearne concert in your home for your
circle of friends (no house concert gathering too
little, or too large) on one of our open week nights
or weekends while in the New England neck of
the woods (now through September 14)? If so,
please let us know!

Following is a current list of upcoming Adler &
Hearne concerts and church gigs in New England.
We’d love to see you there. (Equally important,
we’d love to add more dates to our itinerary to
continue the conversations and camaraderie from
Camp Winni. Any dates NOT posted below are
likely open and available for house concert
gatherings. We’re not sure when we’ll be back in
New England from our Texas home, so let’s make
the most of the moment!)

Sat., Aug. 16, 2014 | LEXINGTON, MA | Pike-
Kaye House Concert | 7 p.m.

Sun., Aug. 17, 2014 | WINCHESTER, MA |
Crawford Memorial United Methodist Church |9
a.m.

Thurs., Aug. 21 | NEWTON CORNER, MA |
House Concert hosted by Joanne Hammil | 7 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 26 | SOMERVILLE, MA | Gail &
Fred’s House Concert | 7:30 p.m.

Sun., Aug. 31 | NEW HAVEN, CT | Church of the
Redeemer | 10 a.m.

Sun., Aug. 31 | NEW HAVEN, CT | Church of the
Redeemer | Evening church or possibly house
concert — time and details to come

Fri., Sept. 5| FRYBURG, ME | Mountain Top
Music Center | Private House Concert | 7:30 p.m.
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Sat., Sept. 13 | NEW HAVEN, CT | Coffee House
at Trinity Church on the Green | 7 p.m.

Sun., Sept. 14 | NEW HAVEN, CT | Trinity
Church on the Green | 9 a.m.

Note: see concert details at
www.adlerandhearne.com.

Most evening concerts are $15 Suggested
Donation per person; no charge of course for
Sunday a.m. special music in churches. Please
check our web site for complete details.

Want to connect about the coming days? Best
email address to reach the both of us:
lynnandlindy@adlerandhearne.com. Or call us on
the song farm cell phone: (214) 952-6086. OR
between now and Friday night at camp, slide a
note under our door at Room 17 at the Inn if you
like. We’ll be in touch pronto.

Also, are you on Facebook? Let’s be FB Friends.
It’s a favorite way of keeping in community with
folks as we tour about the country. We invite you
to LIKE our Adler & Hearne page on Facebook,
and we’re on there individually too. Just look for
Lynn Adler and Lindy Hearne. Will be fun to be
in touch that way.

Heartfelt thanks to all at Camp Winni for your
friendship and encouragement along the way.
Love & peace through song always,

Lynn & Lindy

P.S. Here’s a direct link to where you can get our
music online:
https://adlerandhearne.bandcamp.com/

Coffee House Tonight

Open mic format for adults to come and enjoy the
abundance of talent that we are blessed with here
at camp. There are a limited amount of timeslots.
Listen up for Kevin’s announcement concerning
signups.



http://www.adlerandhearne.com/
mailto:lynnandlindy@adlerandhearne.com
https://adlerandhearne.bandcamp.com/

Co-work space in Hamden?

Laine Harris and Jennifer Brosious
Put the Community Back In Church...

Many have asked about what exactly is happening
at Whitneyville UCC. As our congregation has
aged and become smaller, we no longer have the
energy and person power to continue to host the
many activities we have in the past - music,
dance, theater, and social gatherings of many
types that help to knit the community together.

In looking for a creative solution, Laine and |
have developed the idea to create in the church
house a co- work space as well as bringing back
the social activities offered in the past. Co-work
space, for those unfamiliar with the concept,
serves to give “solopreneurs” — people that have
their own individual business — a chance to work
around, and naturally connect, with others. Coffee
shops and libraries often serve this function to an
extent, but a co-work space has additional aspects
to support business — wifi, copiers, a receptionist,
business address for mail, and events set up to
intentionally foster networking, to name a few.

In addition to “hot desk space” — open work area
— there are spaces that can be used for conferences
or private client meetings. We envision this as a
Winni-type environment — a place where diverse
people can naturally connect and support each
other, complete with Ted talk evenings, and even
fireside chats. Hope to see you on September 13
for Lorraine’s celebration (see Weds. GEMS) or
September 27 at the Whitneyville Fall Festival
which we plan to be our opening. Come talk to us
to learn more or share your ideas!

-Jennifer Brosious and Laine Harris

Update Your Email Address

Please check the posting on the Inn Porch to
verify your email address. If you have a
correction, please email it to
diane.v.stevens@gmail.com.
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Labyrinth Walk Tonight
Wend your way to serenity

If you haven’t had a chance to explore the GPC
labyrinth (walk to the back of College Row,
follow the trail down and turn to the right at the
clearing), it is literally and figuratively a moving
experience. A labyrinth invites you to come with
a question, or an idea, or a concern. While
meditating and moving along the path from
outside to center and back again, many people
experience powerful insights and fresh
perspectives. If you’ve never tried it, maybe now
is the time! This evening you are invited to walk
accompanied by reflective music. Parents, please
remember that this is intended as an experience of
quiet contemplation.

FRIDAY MENU

Breakfast:

GPC Breakfast Bar
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs
Cheesy Eggs

Crispy Bacon
Seasoned Home Fries
Cinnamon Buns

Lunch:

Soup d’ Jour

GPC Salad Bar

Sushi Special

Baked Hoagies

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Turkey & Cheese
Tomato, Cheddar & Basil
Summer Cole Slaw
Oatmeal Raisin Cookies

Dinner:

BBQ Chicken

Corn Bread

Boston Baked Beans
Brownie Assortment
Vegetarian Option:
Grilled Veggie Burgers
Garden Pasta Salad
Tossed Salad

Fresh Watermelon
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Huge Crowd Attends This Year’s
Softball Game

Soper makes dramatic return

A standing room only crowd of 14 (12 more than
last year) packed the softball field this year for the
return of Winni softball legend Charlie Soper.
Worries that Charlie may have lost some of that
magic were soon dismissed as Charlie dropped a
double play ball and scratched out a sleazy bloop
hit, showing that he still has it. The game started
slowly as pitchers Tim Fioravanti and Joe
Morrissey dueled to a scoreless tie through 2
innings. However, once the jitters of playing
alongside their childhood hero wore off, Charlie’s
team proceeded to eheat pull away for a 7-4
victory. Midway through the game it was noticed
that Team Soper actually had 13 players to 11 for
the team led by the reliably annoying Nisson
brothers. When the game concluded it was
noticed that Collin Morrissey traded himself pre-
game from his father’s team (“he loses every
year”) to Team Soper (“there’s something
appealing about playing alongside somebody with
8 ¥ fingers™).

Jeremy St. Louis and Alex Milvae were voted co-
MVP’s prompting Jeremy to ask for a recount of
the balloting and was told that the award (like
everything else associated with this game) can be
bought for the right price.

Special thanks to all those who participated in this
year’s game which includes the following brave
men from the vanquished:

Jason Kendrix, Terrance Lear, Kyle Nisson,
Trevor Morrissey, Stefan Livsey, Calvin Weeks,
Tre Davis, Lee McGlashan, Joe Morrissey, Parker
Davis, Trevor Davis, Weedge Nisson

As well as those recently paroled miscreants of
the victors:

Kyle McNeill, Chris Dockendorff, Mike Nisson,
John Dockendorff, Matt Rowe, Thomas Mason,
Charlie Soper, Matt Kauffman, Matt Brady, Alex
Milvae, Jeremy St. Louis, Jim Dockendorff, Tim
Fioravanti, Collin Morrissey

Haiku Explained (sorta)

If you’re wondering about what the deal is with
Haiku, so are we. All we know is that it follows a
5-7-5 format meaning that the first line is 5
syllables, the second line has 7 syllables, and the
third and final line goes back to 5 syllables. Any
further questions should be referred to Laura
Fitzpatrick-Nager because, here at the Gems,
Haiku is one of the many things we don’t know
much about. We just make stuff up.

Haiku

Spider still and wet
Shower so softly speaking
Then out into rain

Len Raymond

Evening Sounds

New sounds in evening

Bring crowd to dim lighted room
Sweet voices blend

Summoned by Old Tyme Lyrics
But the Banjoman’s the draw
Anonymous

Open Invitation

Come write a haiku

Prayer flags flutter on Inn porch
You are welcome here
Unknown

Seeing Double?

First Dolly the Sheep, now this.




Gems Haiku
Keeping with the 5-7-5 format

What to put in Gems
Will this get us in trouble?
Do we really care?

Searching for humor
Four hours in an enclosed room
Thankful we all bathe

Thursday Winni Week
GEMS office out of ideas
Luckily, Haiku

Black smear on paper,
Hello, technical support?
Our dedication to quality is 2" to none.*

*We didn’t say we were very good at this.

Mason Making News (again)

Tom Mason, against doctor’s orders to rest his
aching Cheetos elbow, participated in yesterday’s
camp softball game and proceeded to scorch a line
drive off of an old staff cabin in an apparent
attempt to turn it into an old drafty staff cabin.
After bouncing off of the cabin the ball shot
through the local wooded area scattering
chipmunks back to their holes.

Witnesses reported that the sound of ball hitting
shingle was loud enough to wake Elvis and was in
clear violation of GPC’s directive not to do
anything stupid. Tom’s PR people have been
scrambling to minimize the damage from the
subsequent negative publicity certain to arise from
such an unfortunate incident.
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Sukkot in the
Jewish Holidays Class

\eh'

The Jewish Holidays course made edible sukkahs in Honor of Sukkot.
Ingredients: graham crackers, pretzels, green frosting, Trix cereal, and
allegedly edible ferns

Georgie as an Index of Group Belonging
(From the archives)

We all know that newcomers can have a hard time
getting acclimated here and it can take a while to
feel like you’re really a part of the group. We
asked a panel of distinguished sociologists to
study the phenomenon. None wanted to. So we
at the GEMS decided to look at “Georgie”
behaviors as an informal index of acculturation.
The process seems to take place in a series of
discrete steps:

1. Looks around stunned, feels embarrassed
for fellow campers

2. Goes to Jo-Jos for breakfast

3. Picks at breakfast, looks around anxiously
for Tom (or Kevin) Weston, pretends to be
tying shoe during song.

4. Gestures weakly. Sings at volume
detectable only by NASA equipment.

5. Gestures accurately. Sings at normal
volume.

6. Rushes family to dining hall for breakfast
with warning “we’re going to miss
‘Georgie’”




7. Sets alarm for 8:15 on phone, goes and
gets a Weston when time is up.

8. Bursts into dining hall shouting “Does
everybody know what time it is?”

9. Concusses self with over-exuberant
“knock” gesture.

10. Becomes Dean.

So, welcome newcomers. We’re glad you’re
here, and we hope you’re beginning to feel at
home.

Need a Little More Conference in Your Life?
Come play in December

Where has Barb learned all her folkdances?
Wanna do more dances? Have nothing to do
between Dec 27 and Jan 1? The Eastern
Cooperative Recreation School (ECRS) is an
organization and conference that is almost 75
years young. The Siftar family has been involved
since the late 1950s.

ECRS is dedicated to the experience of “play” as
an integral part of human interaction. Play for
play’s sake. It also is a conference partially
dedicated to creating skilled recreation leaders.
Meaning, some folks come just for fun and others
come to learn teaching techniques. It’s a BLAST!
Some of your other NNESRE friends are also
lovers of ECRS. Steve Kaye, Kathy Pike and the
fabulous Emily and Max and the lovely and
graceful Bari Prince attend. Joanne Hammil has
taught there, too. The classes are usually along the
lines of Folk Dance, Singing, Games, Drama,
Story Telling, Crafts and much more. The group
is about 90 folks so allllll generations are mixing
all the time. It’s held at a conference center in
Painted Post, NY, near Corning and there is often
snow for sledding, cross country skiing and snow
shoeing. The New Year’s Eve Party is the
absolute best ever where there is pretty much fun
happening all night long.

If you want more info, speak to any Siftar, Kaye
or Bari Prince. And you can pick up information
on the Inn front porch. Join us for this Winter
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Workshop or for one of the several weekends they
have throughout the year. Newcomer discounts
and scholarships available.

The British are pe-rforming! The British are performing!

Early Dance
Barn, tonight, 7:45. Be there.

Tonight’s Early Dance is for everyone in
especially those who can’t stay up past 9 pm. It’s
wonderful to have all levels of experience and all
generations dance and play together and be filled
by the joy of each other. Per one of Dotti’s
favorite sayings: If not now, when?

ee you at the Barn!

Duncan Weinland
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