The Week’s Last GEMS

Coffeehouse Rocks

Last night’s Coffehouse showcased once again that this
camp just drips with talent (none of which resides in the
Gems office). We’re sure we speak for the entire camp
in thanking the following performers from our Winni
family:

Lynn Adler & Lindy Hearne for “Summer of Love”
with Max, Tucker and Blythe Bentley (The Summer of
Love Band)

Blythe Bentley for “Summertime”

Jerry Christman and Luanne Wilczynski for Blue Bayou
Carrie & Travis Leap for “Love Will Keep Us Alive”
by the Eagles

Ben Ferriby for “Maybe” by Yiruma

Jo Bentley for “Make this moment last” from La Cage
Aux Follies

Alex St. Louis for “On my own” from Les Miserables
Mike Loughlin for “Fluorescent Adolescent” by Arctic
Monkeys

Jordan Wilson for his solo on the Native American flute
Tre Davis & Stefan Livsey for “Sweater Weather” by
The Neighbourhood

Daniel & Mike Loughlin for Ray Charles’ “I don’t need
no doctor”

Dominic Paolillo, Chris Peters, Tre Davis, and Trevor
Davis for mash-up of Avicii and One Direction

Kate Fioravanti & Diane Foster for Sutton Foster’s
“Flight”

Allie Bruch with Chris Peters and Chris Ross for “Don’t
know why” by Norah Jones

Chris Ross for “Helen” by Nizlopi

Bill Milford for “Warrior”

Derrick Hall & Joel Garrett for “One way motorway”
by the Foo Fighters

Stacie Finlayson for “Gravity” by Sarah Bareilles

Gail Nickse for “Over the Rainbow”

Fred Griffeth for “Ghostriders in the sky”

Chris Peters for “Phone Tag”

Peter & Marisa Mohrer for John Prine’s “Angel from
Montgomery”

Rose Ganley (Rosie & Friends) for “I Will Survive” by
Gloria Gaynor by way of “Cake”

Tom & Beth LeBar (minus Tom) for “Blessed” by Lui
Collins

GPC Breakfast bar

Pork sausage patty

Friday Night Schedule

B’dee B’dee B’dee That’s All, Folks
6:30-7:15 Watermelon seed spitting contest -
Front of Inn (Inn Porch in case of rain)
7:30-8:00 Shabbat Celebration — Chapel
8:05 Guitar musicians call - Barn
8:15-9:15 Closing Ceremony - Barn and
Green
9:30 Dancing in the Barn with Barb.

Saturday Breakfast Menu
Buttermilk pancakes

Hard boiled eggs
Hugs, tears, Irish Blessing.

Comings and goings

The GEMS has noted a few new arrivals
around camp in the past few days: Ben
Hawthorne arrived Wednesday, we think (time
perception gets a little hazy by this point in the
week). Ben Bates and family arrived yesterday.
Gavin Ferriby and kids or kids turned up, too.
Welcome! Nice to have you all here. In the
departures column: Ed Cunningham, Sue
Nisson, Aaron and Michelle Schwartz, and
Lorraine Morrissey. Oh my, the end of the
week is upon us.

Mike pairs up with new lookalike friend after Aaaron
Schwartz’s departure
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Swimmi Postponed

The Winni Swimmi was postponed yesterday due
to threatening weather and as of press time was
scheduled for 2:30 pm today. Full coverage to
come in your Post-GEMS.

Speaking of full coverage, Swimmi Commissioner
Bob Ganley denied that next year’s event would be
scheduled for midnight and renamed the Winni
Skinni Swimmi.

Congratulations to Our 2015 Staff
and Trustees!

The following persons were elected by the Board of
Trustees after being recommended by the Nominating
Committee to serve for the 2014 Winni Conference.
Thank you, Nominating Committee for this roster of
2015 staff and trustees:

* NNESRE STAFF

Dean: Bill and Joann Milford (1% year)

Chaplain: Laura Fitzpatrick-Nager (1% year)
Business Manager: Leslie Dockendorff (4™ year)
Business Committee Chair: Doug Hawthorne (1%
year)

Evening Coordinator(s): Stacie and Deanna Finlayson
(1% year)

Ed School Directors: Liz & Jeremy St. Louis (3"
year)

GEMS Editor(s): Joe Morrissey (2™ year) & Din
Stevens (13" year)

* NNESRE TRUSTEES -

Officers

Chairperson: Charley Smith
Vice Chairperson: Trevor Davis
Secretary: Meredith Smith
Treasurer: Hans Seitz

(Years below indicate when trustee’s term ends; trustees
may serve up to two terms)

2015

Kate Fioravanti — 2™
Hans Seitz — 2™
Charley Smith — 2"
Jen Leaf — 1%

Ann Courtney — 1%
Meredith Smith — 1%

2016

Ed Thompson — 2™
Robin Ogden — 2™
Allie Bruch — 2™
Trevor Davis — 1%
Trevor Morrissey — 1°
Scott Gatto — 1°

2017 (newly appointed members in bold)
Joe Morrissey — 2™

Travis Leap — 2™

Melody Fellows — 1st

Haley Nisson — 1%

Amy Bruch — 1%

Alan Kendrix — 1%

Nominating Committee (for 2016 staff and
trustees):

Trustees: Ed Thompson, Alan Kendrix, Robin
Ogden

Conference: Mike Nisson, Leslie Ganley, Jen
Hanrahan

FINAL NOTE:

If anyone from the Winni community is interested
in filling any of the positions in the future, please
refer back to the job descriptions sent with the
GEMS earlier this week. As we have no paid
employees, this conference is successful only
because of the dedication of time offered by our
participants! Please check in with those who have
the positions, or e-mail your interest to one of the
2015 Nominating Committee sometime during this
year.
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Top Ten Things You Teach
Your Kids
By Coming To Winni

Cleaning your room is highly overrated.
The less you clean it, the more it looks and
smells like your cabin at Winni and gets
you singing “Pueeeey oeeey oh.... To
Georgie”.

That holding another kid’s hand during a
square dance or folk dance can be fun and a
good way to meet people. Besides, you can
always get a Cooties Shot and wash your
hands later.

That when your food falls on the ground,
people say at home that it is dirty. When it
falls at Winni, people say they are finally
getting some “fiber”.

When you try things for the first time and
take a risk, people will applaud you wildly
for your courage.... Up until.. you become a
teenager when they then start to say ‘What
in the world gave you the idea you should
try that...?” And you hesitate to say,

“Winni.”

That other people’s belief systems make
them better people. And slowly but surely
you begin to understand that you would like
people to be better people more than you
would like them to think like you. But
mostly you would like them to give you
food.

That most adults cannot play softball
without injuring themselves and you ponder
if Montego Bay is a high risk event, and it
is confirmed by watching someone walk
into a beam in the barn during slow, slow,
quick, quick, quick......

That intergenerational play gives you the
opportunity to interact with people of all
ages, and none of whom are telling you
“you’re not doing it right, be like me....”
That intergenerational play gives you the
opportunity to interact with people of all
ages, and many of whom are older and you
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can tell them “you’re not doing it right,
be like me....”
Expect the unexpected. Be open to
possibilities, Marvel at miracles, Take
time in life. Be in the moment. And
most importantly — convince your
parents to grab scoop shop money
before they leave the cabin before
dinner because the odds of them being
willing to walk back to the cabin to get
cash for you later on is pretty slim.
When they go to middle school, high
school, college, or their dorm — or move
in an apartment — they understand that
community takes commitment,
cooperation, compromise, and the
willingness to knock on somebody’s
door every morning at 8:30 AM.

Tim Siftar’s 5" Grade Class
Demonstrating Higher Math

» o

The Faces Behin the Feets...
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Thank You’s from the Ed
School chairs:

Thank you to the teachers that have provided our
kids with fun the whole morning long (and
sometimes into the afternoon...) with crafts, songs,
games and new/old friendships that make them
wanting Winni to last all year long! BethSiftar,
Alex St.Louis, Lindsey Reed, Carrie Leap, Mariana
Campbell, Courtney Mason, Rachel McGlashan,
Tim Siftar, Joann Milford, Kate Milford, Cathy
Jones, Matt Rowe, Julia Ganley, Rose Ganley,
Kathy Pike, Allison (Milford) Wilson, and Jordan
Wilson your effort and thoughtfulness in planning
and execution was so clear and much appreciated!

Thank you to Alycia (Soper) Kauffman and Diane
Soper (with an assist from Kevin Weston on guitar
and occasional appearance of newborn Emma
Rose!) for the wonderful tradition of singing that
gets the kids (and many adults) in the Winni spirit
at the start of each day, and keeps their hearts and
minds singing about black socks, walruses and
piccolominis until next year!

Thank you to Steve Kaye and Emily Kaye for
volunteering with our crew of preschoolers 3"
period. You guys play a mean game of hide and
seek!

And of course thank you to the families who join us
for this week of community. It is a very special
thing to be able to create yet another family just 1
week of the year.

See you next year, but until then... You have our
permission to wash those black socks.

All our best,
Liz and Jeremy St.Louis

In Praise of Lou!

Begrudgingly, we admit that Chapel
Line finally has a winner

When we at the GEMS think about a Dean for
NNESRE — we think of someone with the social
and political skills to help people get along, the
finesse to negotiate with GPC around tricky facility
issues, a spirited presence who can inspire and
engage others to service, and most importantly —
someone who has evolved sufficiently so that they
can walk upright, utilize simple tools such as a
spork, and respect an MD as someone who has
earned a diploma as a result of schooling, rather
than a label posted on the side of a bottle.

For this reason, we had a “Planet of the Apes”
moment when, arising from the mist in front of
Chapel Line, Lou Weeks was appointed Dean three
years ago. Tan, good looking, articulate, organized
(and organizing) — how did the Munsters give birth
to this anomaly? He led, he inspired, he only blew
it when it was his trumpet, and cried at Closing
Ceremonies. “Deans don’t cry!” we muttered at the
GEMS. Or do they?

We thank Lou Weeks, for his committed and
spirited service during his tenure. Lou brought a
passion that inspired emotion, and emotion that
inspired commitment. Lou, as he is well practiced,
spoke his truth not only to power, but to the
unknown. His willingness to engage and facilitate
discussions on difficult topics such as alcohol use
and issues of inclusion demonstrated that he not
only trusts the process — but that he trusts the
community.

The Achilles Heel of all leadership is the inability
to lead by example and in this regard this man has
had ankles of steel.

Thank you, Lou, for caring, for serving, and for
trusting the process that amidst all of our personal
triumph and tumult — that Winni is a place for us all
— wherever we are in life.

- Da GEMS Editors: BillnJoenDin
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What’s Comes
After Winni?

Be in touch to stay in touch...

Typically, within a month or two after Winni — you
should:

e Get a Post-GEMS with any after Winni
News that you may need to know.

e Receive an opportunity to do an online
evaluation of your Winni Week.

e Receive an updated Email Roster that
includes changes, additions, and deletions
made during the week.

e An invitation to the Fall Work Weekend —
which we know will NOT be Columbus
Day weekend — but keep surrounding
weekends clear for this Mini-Winni
spectacular.

e Email blasts of Winni News!: from Bill —
providing news of Winni People and events.

e Like, Join and Post to NNESRE’s Facebook
page and keep in touch with us there.

e Visit our conference website
WWW.campwinni.org

S’long and Hello!

Leaving the GEMS and
Entering Into the Dean-dom

For most of my adult time here at Winni, | have
been in and out of the GEMS office just because it
is so dang fun. My apprenticeship was with my
former college floormate — Pat Ryan — who took us
from the mimeo into the PC era. Pat’s wit and
thoroughly underrated (or at least under
appreciated) liberal arts foundation provided him
with the ability to not only comment on just about
everything — but to embed some witty twist that
was bound to make a handful of people at the camp
—go “hmmm, that’s clever, that’s funny, wait a
minute... | think I just got insulted! Well Touché!”

It is in that tradition of humor, wit, and a little
bit of truth telling that we tried to engage the
camp in this Gemsian publication. My eternal
gratitude goes to Din Stevens and Jim Peters,
my career long peers in the GEMS office -
stalwart friends both in and out of the office. It
is with them that I share the rough and tumble
identity of coming from Hamden. We never
trusted the police chief, so who were we to ever
trust the Dean?

| am so glad to welcome Joe Morrissey into the
gaggle and Joe definitely showed his spirit,
determination, humor, and skill this week in his
new role as a GEMS Editor. Thanks Joe, for
stepping in and up.

And so began many long running associative
relationships of puns, humor, and totally made
up quotes from people on campus. Fortunately,
God is good, and every now you are thrown a
bone like Mike Nithshum, and all you need to
do is add water and mix — no ridicule is
necessary — it is built right in.

Setting a low bar for humor, the laughs have
been voluminous and the apologies scant and
easy to come by (“oh, yes — | can totally see
how you felt insulted, that was the point. We
just didn’t know you had feelings....).

But that is all about the process — the content of
the GEMS is creating a daily, informative,
historical document that helps to keep track of
how we are evolving (or devolving) as a group
of people stuck in the wilds of New Hampshire
each year for this first week of August. And in
that regard, it feels like the perfect launching
pad into serving as Dean with my lovely wife,
Joann.

| have been coming to camp since 1972 when |
was in 8" grade and | am now somewhere
around 55. Joann has been here ever since she
and I met in 1987. Our kids have grown up here
and it is not without some serious nostalgia that
Joann and I noticed that our first official role
here was being the Youth Group Leaders — and
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that my daughter Allison and her husband, Jordan,
have taken on that mantle this year.

That being said, having come here for 40+ years,
there are still people 1 know by face but still
haven’t had a sit down conversation with. Joann,
as Ed. School Director, knows so many of the kids
and families here. But we morph and evolve each
year so that we constantly must meet each other
again, for the first time, every year.

Our hope will be to help to gently hold this
precious container of NNESRE over the next
couple of years and in the process — make more
friends and do more real life things together like
laugh, celebrate, play, pray, mourn, struggle, and
discuss. You can help us by being you, stretch a
little as we will be doing — and most importantly —
spread the Winni love around.

As Dotti Siftar ingrained in my psyche my first
year here...“Love is something when you give it
away, you end up having more....”

Come back, bring your friends — and help us
continue to build this remarkable community of
friends — one friendship, one family, one dance,
one song, one Hoot, one meal, one fallen star, one
hug,.... - one special moment at a time.

Safe travels and we look forward to seeing you —
Saturday August, 1% -8" 2015.

Bill and Joann Milford

Congrats to Liz Peters!!

Tip: Don't even try to make sense of this news if
you aren't in Joanne's singing class.)

Liz is the 1st, and so far only, brave soul to take the
Wallaby Challenge and ... drum roll here ... She
passed with flying colors!! Liz now has a cute
yellow-vested wallaby attached to her water bottle
and she has officially become "one wasted wallaby,
awash in a whacky and wonderful world"!
Congratulate her on this awesome accomplishment!
Joanne Hammil

)
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The coveted Wallaby

PS - Late breaking news to the GEMS — Kate
Fiorvanti and Chuck Bates have just been
added to the Wallaby Club! How many
wannabee wallabies are out there?

Understanding Juvenile
Justice Issues

Marilyn Kendrix’s Book Club Suggests...

The course offerings at Winni this year were so
good that it was difficult for many to take
everything they hoped to with only 3 periods to
work with. Some folks who did not attend my
course this year have asked me about a book
that they might read to help them learn about
juvenile justice. I suggest the book that |
raffled off during the last class on

Friday: Burning Down the House: The End of
Juvenile Prison, by Nell Bernstein. Here is
Amazon's blurb about the book:

"When teenagers scuffle during a basketball
game, they are typically benched. But when
Will got into it on the court, he and his rival
were sprayed in the face at close range by a
chemical similar to Mace, denied a shower for
twenty-four hours, and then locked in solitary
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confinement for a month.

One in three American children will be arrested by
the time they are twenty-three, and many will
spend time locked inside horrific detention centers
that defy everything we know about how to
rehabilitate young offenders. In a clear-eyed
indictment of the juvenile justice system run amok,
award-winning journalist Nell Bernstein shows that
there is no right way to lock up a child. The very
act of isolation denies delinquent children the thing
that is most essential to their growth and
rehabilitation: positive relationships with caring
adults.

Bernstein introduces us to youth across the nation
who have suffered violence and psychological
torture at the hands of the state. She presents these
youths all as fully realized people, not victims. As
they describe in their own voices their fight to
maintain their humanity and protect their
individuality in environments that would deny
both, these young people offer a hopeful alternative
to the doomed effort to reform a system that should
only be dismantled.

Burning Down the House is a clarion call to shut
down our nation’s brutal and counterproductive
juvenile prisons and bring our children home."

Peace,
Marilyn

S’Jon, s’Jon, s’Jon that makes the discs

go ‘round....

Eternal gratitude and thanks to Jon Arnold for his
essential assistance spinning CDs for all our Barn
Dancing!! Yay!

-Barb

Haiku

Swish swish mosquito

Beating at labyrinth walk
Boom drum boom, boom-boom
-Len Raymond

Twin Daughters of Different Mothers?
Lisa Schermerhorn and Leslie Ganley

Rooms at the Inn
Into the woods, and elsewhere...

You may have heard a rumor that all current
rooms in the Inn are to be converted to meeting
space and no longer available for lodging. Deb
Eskra dropped in today to give us the facts on
plans for the Inn.

It is NOT true that all Inn rooms will close.
However, 3" floor rooms will close due to
safety concerns unless the trustees figure out a
way to fireproof the area. The longest fire
escape on campus is from the Inn 3" floor.

Of course, less room at the Inn means that
accommodations will be tighter for us at
NNESRE. We are full this year, with 285
people in attendance and all housing occupied.
So, how can we get more people housed during
our week at GPC? Ideas under discussion are:

e More combined groups sharing housing
(could be interesting — who would you
like to sleep with?)

e More tenting

e Accommodations in Geneva Woods.
This lesser-known area of camp is
exactly a 4-1/2 minute walk (at
multigenerational Eskra pace) from the
Barn and 1 minute from 3 Beach —
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also known as morning beach for its
sunrises. (As a point of comparison, it is
also 4-1/2 min at Eskra pace from the Barn
to Lakeview Lodge.)

Geneva Woods has 6 cabins, each with 8
bunks. Cabins are large, about twice the
size of College Row cabins. There is a
shower house and a separate roofed,
screened building with a fireplace for group
gatherings. Consider whether this might be
a good fit for you and your family and
friends.

This will be an ongoing discussion and point of
focus for the Board and the camp in general as we
go forward. Please speak to Deb Eskra with any
concerns.

Cathy Smith complained of being cold at last night’s Coffeehouse

Thank-yous from Julie and Dan

Evening coordinators offer big thanks to:

- Bryan Gould, Len Raymond, Robert & Cynthia
Campobell, Leslie and Bob Ganley for offering
atmospheric music for the Labryrinth walk.
Trevor Davis for supplying the textured
instruments. A peaceful pause in a busy day.

- Barb for hosting the Early Dance with kids and
families

- Thanks to:

e Kevin Weston, Kevin Weston, and
Kevin Weston for hosting and providing
the technical support! Thanks also to
Kevin Weston who worked tirelessly to
provide flawless sound.

e Tom Gosselin for roadie work in
support of Kevin Weston, whom we
thank as well.

e Joel and KC Hemphill, Luanne
Wilczynski, for setting up the ambience

e Toall of our talented performers for an
evening of mind-blowing performances.

e And the cleanup elves!

To all: Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Thanks from the GEMS

As we wrap up another year here in the GEMS
office we want to thank all of you who brought
us ideas, haikus, news from around the camp,
photos, and especially, fudge. (Thank you,
Linda, for that.) We count on all of you to let
us know what’s going on and we appreciate
that some of you are willing to talk to us in the
dining room or around the campfire knowing
full well that what you say may be distorted
and used against you publicly.

We say farewell to long-time editor Bill
Milford whose voice and experience here will
be very much missed — by us and the entire
camp. He has the ability to spin out
commentary on camp doings at the rapid-fire
rate of a rapper on Adderall, whereas the rest of
us perform more like the middle-aged, sleep-
and-coffee-deprived mortals we are. Bill also
provides a great wealth of background
knowledge about NNESRE as a camp and a
community that we hope has provided a note of
respect and wisdom on sensitive issues
alongside all the shenanigans here. The GEMS
and the GEMS office won’t be the same
without him.
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My thanks to Joe Morrissey for stepping up as with what he is doing. Cynthia is taking a
editor this year and making a great transition into survey of recent empty nesters - how did you
the office. As always, we enjoy his writing and his | fill your ‘found time'?

wit. Only this year have | come to know and Peace and Winni love,

appreciate his unflappability, a quality sorely Cynthia Wilcox-Smith

needed in here when the copier hiccups and the

Web is in a constant state of deep freeze. NNESRE soon to be Centu ry old

Joe and | will do our best without Bill next year, A committee is being formed to celebrate

and we really, truly, invite any of you who may feel | \NESRE’s 100t year of existence in 2016.

Anybody interested in participating should see
Kate Fioravanti.

the stirrings of journalistic ambition to let us know
and consider serving as apprentice next year. Next
year with be my 13" on the GEMS, and the door is
open for a second new editor to transition in and
join Joe at the helm.

Thanks, and see you next year.

-Din Stevens

Off to Jordan

Diane Foster is cold as hell and not gonna take it
anymore

Good luck to Mark & Diane Foster as they embark
next week on a 2 year teaching trip to Jordan.
Diane has been frequently spotted around Chapel
Line wearing a parka when the temperature
dropped below 65 degrees and is indeed packing
sweaters and gloves for her trip to the Middle East.
We here at Winni wish you good luck.

Hello from Camp Wilcox-Smith

Dear Friends,

We are missing you all and missing being at
camp. We planned two trips this week. One to
Baskin-Robbins for ice cream because we couldn't
go to the Scoop Shop and one to Subway because
we wouldn't be able to go to Jo Jo's.

Beth is starting her senior year at University of
New Haven where she is double majoring in
forensic science and biology. Robbie will be
joining Beth @ UNH majoring in criminal
justice/forensic science. Katie is starting
Quinnipiac University, majoring in medical
science. Charley keeps himself busy with

work. Jamie is at camp so he can catch you up




The End

And in the end
The love you take
Is equal to the love
You make

And in the end also

The blank space we leave

Is equal to the beach time we get
Cheers!

Gems Editors over and out for 2014

Friday - August 8'
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