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The   Geneva  GEMS
 

Wednesday Evening Schedule 
 
6:30-8:31-ish  The Hoot!  -  Chapel 
8-10  Scoop Shop open   
9:00  Barn Dancing – Barn 
 
 

 

H O O T  T O N I G H T !  
 
Get your acts, your spirits, and your doughnut 
pillows ready for tonight’s HOOT.  The festivities 
start at 6:30 in the Chapel.  BE THERE (you’ll be 
amazed at what some people think passes for 
talent)!  

 
 
Accu-Winni Weather 
    
 Tonight: Clear with a low of 56F.  Chance of rain 
10%. 
 Tomorrow: Mixed clouds and sun with scattered 
thunderstorms. High 71F. Chance of rain 50% 
Friday: Showers possible. Highs around 78F and 
lows around 57F.  Chance of rain 30%. 
 
While You Were Sleeping 
Early risers on the beachfront 
 
The GEMS has it from reliable and earlier-rising 
sources that a faithful contingent of morning 
swimmers and boaters descend upon the beach in 
the dawning hours for some peaceful aquatic 
exercise against the background of early morning 
sun and distant snores from the campus above.  
Regulars include Hans Seitz, Art and Mary Hunt, 
Carolyn Allenby, Alan Kendrix, and Ed 
Cunningham. Rain this morning kept the crowd 
down to just two swimmers: Ed and a loon.  (A 
distinction without a difference?)   Anyway, if the 
spirit or insomnia moves you, come join the loons 
for Morning Swim.  

 
 The Empire Writes Back 
 
The cross-cultural trans-Atlantic cross-
pollination continues: the GEMS received the 
following response to yesterday’s feature about 
the British invasion, presumably penned by one 
of our campers from across the pond.   
 
Top 10 Changes to the British Since We 
Came to Camp Winni 
 
10. We’ve realised that the Georgie we sing to is 
not the baby Prince George. 
9. Mac and cheese is not a commercial brand of 
beefburger 
8.  They don’t sell beer (not even warm beer) at 
the Inn. 
7. One scoop or two refers to ice cream and not 
mashed potatoes. 
6. There’s more to breakfast than cornflakes. 
5. “How do you do” is not a universal greeting. 
4. Grace can come in the middle of a meal.  
3. You don’t need custard with fruit. 
2. Watermelon seed spitting is more likely to 
become an Olympic sport than Wellie-throwing 
1. It is permissible to speak to people to whom 
one has not been formally introduced. 
 
BONUS: Elvis appears to have left Camp Winni 
and George Clooney has never arrived – much to 
the disappointment of the ladies in our group. 
 
Thank you for your wonderfully warm welcome.  
We’ll take a good report about the colonies back 
with us.  All you need is love, love is all you 
need.  
 
PS – There is no such thing as bad tea except in 
Boston Harbor. 
 
Editor’s note: The GEMS wishes to clarify that 
we did not mean in any way to impugn the 
quality of British tea, merely the quality of our 
dining hall tea.  
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Address List and Email Roster 
If you don’t know who you are or where you live, 
now is the time to tell us…. 
 
A copy of the Email List will be posted on the 
Porch today for people to review and 
add/edit/delete email addresses.   This is the master 
email list that is maintained by Bill Milford during 
the year and is used for email blasts going out to 
our community for news. 
 
The roster with addresses and emails that you 
received at the beginning of the week is information 
maintained by Leslie Dockendorff, the Business 
Manager.  It is very important that she has the 
correct contact information for you for billing 
purposes etc.  So changes for the roster should go to 
her and email changes should be put on the list that 
is on the porch. 
 
Note that during the year – official Winni News 
will be received with the Subject Title – Winni 
News:  XXXXXXX .  If someone has an event or 
business or commercial enterprise that they want 
people to know about – but is non-essential Winni 
Community information – it will come with a 
Subject Title:  Winni Promotion: XXXXXXX or 
something like that so you can skip it if you choose.  
 
Winni Fix in September-Mark 
your Calendar! 
Celebrate Lorraine Brosious’s 90th Birthday on 
September 13th.   
 
A grand celebration for Lorraine’s 90th is in the 
works.  We will be starting the event at 
Whitneyville UCC, 1253 Whitney Ave., in 
Hamden, CT in the new Co-work space around 3pm 
with snacks and social time, followed at 4pm with 
Dances and Games with visiting celebrity Barb 
Siftar, and followed by that around 5:15 with 
potluck dinner. There will be time to scoot down to 
New Haven to catch Lynn and Lindy, or stay and 
enjoy the local musicians.  
 
What?  Co-work space? Check back later in the 
week to hear more! 
 
-Jen Brosious 

 
Plaque ‘Preciation 
Memorial Plaques are Cared For  
and Created By Hans Seitz 
 
When you are down at the Memorial Service or 
Council Ring – be sure and take the brief walk 
(mind your step) over to the Winni Memorial.  
There you will find a bench where you can sit 
and gaze at the Memorial which is a Winni Hall 
of Fame of people who have passed away and 
were members of our community.   
 
The Memorial was based on a design by Hesung 
Koh and Bill Milford and built by a local 
woodworker, Doug Mertz.  After Doug passed 
away, (he is the only person in  the Memorial 
who did not attend our conference), Hans Seitz 
generously stepped up to care for, protect, and 
refinish our older plaques – and create new 
plaques. 
 
When the information is available, the dates 
included on each plaque are the person’s year of 
birth, first year at Winni, and year of death. 
 
Thank you, Hans, for caring for this piece of 
Winni history that helps to be mindful that we 
enjoy this community because we stand on the 
shoulders of giants….. 
 

 
Rainy Day Activities:  Where’s Waldo?  Which 
one of these things is not like the other? 
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News From the Outside: 
 
Dick and Carol Shank:  Dick and I want to thank 
you for sending us the gems. It is fun to stop during 
the day and think about what is happening each day.  
Are the shooting  stars out this week?  We have so 
many warm memories of the 30 plus years we came 
to camp when Susie was about 11 years old.  Have 
a glorious time! 
 
Heather and Jay and Tessa Weinland: 
It's so nice to feel connected in a small way while 
we are so far away. I've been humming Blessings of 
Love as we go about our days. Jay and I celebrate 
twenty years of marriage tomorrow - I have one 
more week of performing Julius Caesar and Tessa 
performs in The Taming of the Shrew this coming 
weekend. Glad that my Mom and Duncan are there 
and can bring a little Winni back to us when they 
leave. We miss everyone- sending love- sing some 
Indigo Girls at the campfire for me tonight and a 
little James Taylor for my sister.  Love - love-love- 
 
 
Let’s Get Graphic…. 
Real Talent Visits the GEMS 
(Feels out of place and leaves….) 
 
Special Thanks To Hillary Irvine for our custom 
made header for the GEMS today!  What an eye!  
What a hand!   
 

 
 
 
 
Put A Nickel In the Jukebox…. 
Bonfire Sing-A-Long Goes On n On… 
 
 It could be us, but the place seems to be reeking of 
music this week – like lots n lots. This may be 
because a new crop of strummers have come into 
their own but we also think that an old time 
strummer coming back has something to do with it. 
 

As the throngs were coming out of the real Hoot 
– ie the Squam Lake Owl presentation – they 
were greeted by singing coming from the porch 
led by Jon Arnold and his brand new Washburn 
guitar.  Jon is an original member of the guitar 
army from way back when and had let his 
callouses go tragically soft – but he is now back 
in fine form and we were glad to hear joyous 
noises coming from the Porch Potato-dom.   
 
Then, as the rain subsided and the bonfire 
signaled – crowds were drawn to the tenting area 
campfire for an evening of sing a longs.  The 
Brits added an air of authenticity to the Beatles 
tunes and an unwarranted sense of dignity to “La 
Bamba”.  There was no dearth of suggestions or 
musicians so it made for a fluid, fabulous 
evening of music – special thanks to Max Kaye, 
Tucker Hemphill, Chris Peters, Lindy Hearne, 
Bill Milford, and Kevin Weston for getting 
strung out and staffing the guitars.   
 
Additional selections were proffered over at 
Chapel Line as Fred Griffeth and Lynn Adler 
provided some jazzy vocal stylings that 
impressed the nocturnal crowd hungry for aural 
offerings. 
 
In Celebration of Dot LeBar 
 
The GEMS was sad to learn of the passing of 
Dorothy (Dot) LeBar yesterday afternoon at 
Elim Park, in Cheshire, CT.  Dot’s family are 
long time Winnites, her husband Frank who 
passed in 2007, their son Pete who is out in 
Medville, PA, her daughter Ruthie (married to 
Chuck Bates!) who was with her at her passing, 
and Beth – who is here with us this week.   
 
Dot was 92 and had been declining in recent 
weeks so her family had expected that she might 
pass during Winni Week – however, even they 
were impressed at their Mom’s impeccable 
timing so that she may be included during the 
Memorial Service today.   
 
We remember Dot has a wonderfully good 
humored, kind, and compassionate woman and a 
valued member of our Winni family.  News 
about a memorial service at Spring Glen Church 
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in Hamden, will be forwarded on when a date is set.   
If you would like to send remembrances, pictures, 
or comments to the LeBar family, please forward 
them to Beth LeBar at beth.lebar@sbcglobal.net . 
 
Lelly Notes 
Hamden as the Big Bang 
 
Lelly Smith noted to Accu-Winni insider, that the 
other day at Morning Watch – she looked around at 
the attendees and statistically calculated that over 
90% of them were people who came originally 
came from the Hamden/New Haven area or were 
people who were brought to Winni by 
Hamden/New Haven folk.  Finally, a claim to fame 
for Hamden and New Haven that does not involve 
the mention of pizza! 
 
Speaking of Smiths – sneaking in late last night 
were Abby Davis and her brother, Putt Smith.  As 
many of us know and look forward to hearing, Putt 
is a touring folk musician and we always look 
forward to him tuning up and playing out here.  
Check out some of Putt’s great recordings at:  
http://www.putnamsmith.com/  . The GEMS loves 
his “Cast Iron Pan” – check out the video. 
 
Baby,  
You Can Park Your Car…. 
Please move unused vehicles to the parking lot 
 
If your car is not needed for your survival at your 
tent, cabin, or cottage – please go ahead and move it 
to the back parking lot.  It keeps our vista pristine 
and helps people not to walk into large, hard objects 
at night. 
 
Shhhhhhhhhhhh……. 
Community Living Involves the Two D’s: 
Discretion and Degree….. 
 
When the community conversation regarding 
alcohol occurred yesterday, the word “discretion” 
was thrown around as a standard of respect that we 
hold for one another.  However, the devil is in the 
details and we duly note that there is no standard, 
operationally defined understanding of what that is. 
 

However, we might make some wild guesses 
that the definition of “quiet time” – which is 1-2 
PM daily – and after 11 PM at night – would be 
“quiet conversation” and exclusive of “hoots, 
shouts, and wild exclamations of “oh, no you 
didn’t….”.   
 
Just as we may offer that a working definition of 
discrete with beverages would be for them to 
remain at your campsite, and if you can’t do 
Montego Bay before you go into the barn, you 
probably shouldn’t be attempting it when you get 
to the barn.  But better is the choice to always be 
able to do Montego Bay – engage in pleasant 
conversation, and to be the kind of person your 
dog thinks are and your cat thinks you ought to 
be.  
 
And in Related News…. 
 
The GEMS health desk has received word of an 
outbreak of duck (loon?) itch, more prevalent 
among early morning swimmers.  If you do go 
down for an early morning dip, give yourself a 
thorough showering afterwards.  Not a bad idea 
after an afternoon swim either. 
 
Lend your hard won 
experience to others 
 
Kathleen and Tony invite all Winni campers to 
an informal chat about practical things that 
helped you and those you care about in the midst 
of grief and loss. Meeting House porch on Thurs 
afternoon from 1-1:30 
 
Mindfulness and more……….. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has attended my 
mindfulness classes. It’s been fabulous to have 
such a receptive audience of both young and old. 
I would like to offer you the chance to do a 
longer mindfulness practice, so tomorrow at 
12:10, after the last morning class, I will hold a 
20 minute longer practice for anyone who would 
like to come along. All you need is your mind, 
your body and your willingness, we will finish 
by 12:40 at the latest. 
 

mailto:beth.lebar@sbcglobal.net
http://www.putnamsmith.com/
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Hope to see you there, and if you haven’t 
previously been to my classes, do feel free to come 
along. 
-Jo 
 
Field Surgery In College Row 
 
The GEMS has learned the cause of those blood-
curdling screams you may have heard emanating 
from College Row during quiet hour earlier this 
week.  Apparently, Harrison Leap got a splinter, 
and his family capitalized on the occasion to stage a 
Civil War surgery enactment, with Charlie “Claws” 
Soper holding the patient down while others 
extracted the foreign body.  Guess they forgot the 
bullet for Harrison to bite on.   Good news:  the 
splinter is out and the treatment is complete except 
for the extensive psychotherapy Harrison will 
require in years to come.    Next time, call Cathy 
Smith. 
 
 
 
Today is Wednesday 
 
It’s Wednesday, it’s Hoot Day, it’s Hump Day.  It’s 
the day you begin to hear echoes of “Irish Blessing” 
in the back of your mind.    Uh-oh, we’re on the 
back nine of the Winni week.   Here’s where you 
start thinking of all the things you intended to do 
and feel that vague panic that you can’t fit it all in.  
So, relax, take a breath, take your time, and 
remember – there’s nothing like the Hoot to make 
time pass more slowly.  Enjoy it, and enjoy the rest 
of this evening and the two full glorious days of 
Winni ahead of you.   Go forth, be mindful, and 
have fun out there! 
 

 
Two Girls in a Sweater, or How Not to Lose 
Your Partner in Upset The Fruit Basket 
 
Camping: it Ain’t What You 
Think 
 
Ever feel sorry for the tenters?  Away in a 
campground, no bunk for their beds, no roof 
over their heads, subject to the whims of the 
weather, living off the land.  Well, stop that.  
Check out these pics of the Derrick Hall’s 
campground digs.  (Hot tub photos omitted.) 
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Campground Taj-MaHall 

 
 
Drumming Circle/Bucket List 
 
Last night’s drumming circle was well attended and 
deemed a rousing success despite the short supply 
of actual drums.  Stay posted for a possible repeat 
later this week (tentatively scheduled for Thursday 
night). 
 

 
Thank you, thank you, thank 
you…. 
Thanks from the Evening Coordinators (and all 
of us) to:  
 
- Ben Garrett for exceptional participation in the 

intergenerational games.   
- The Kendrix family for showing up in force and 

establishing their reputation as a “4-square” 
dynasty. 

- Fire starters Hamish Blackman, Jim 
Dockendorff, and Derrick Hall. 

- Bonfire musicians and vocalists 
- The Squam Lake Science and Nature Center for 

the excellent presentation about our nocturnal 
friends.  It was fun to do something out of the 
rain that was really really cool. 

 
 

Dennis Courtney Memorial 
Winni Swimmi on for 
Thursday 
Or Possibly Friday…. 
 
The 2014 Winni Swimmi will take place on 
Thursday afternoon at 2:30 pm.  (Rain date 
Friday).  For those unfamiliar with the event, the 
Swimmi is a one mile or half mile swim in the 
open lake.  This year there will be an option to 
swim only a half Swimmi – for those who are in 
a hurry to get on to their post-beach celebrations. 
 No commitment to one or the other beforehand 
as swimmers have the option during the swim of 
turning at the half-mile buoy or continuing on 
for the full mile.  Boaters ensure that swimmers 
remain above water and roughly (and we mean 
roughly) on course.   
 
If you would like to participate as either a 
swimmer or a boater, please sign up on the Inn 
Porch.  See Bob Ganley if you have any 
questions. 
 
Da Dean’s Reception ‘n thanks 
New Olympic sport discovered 
 
Dean Lou Weeks hosted his last Dean’s 
Reception at Chapel Line yesterday afternoon.  
Lou thanked this year’s staff for their hard work 
and support throughout not only this year but for 
his entire 3 year tenure.  The gathering 
concluded with a rousing game of Cheetos toss 
(details below).  Good luck Lou.  Next year’s 
dean will have large shoes to fill (I guess we’ll 
have to ask Sue DiTucci who has the largest 
shoe size).  
 
Lou would also like to thank his friends at 
Chapel Line for setting up the food and drink 
and a special thanks to Sue Nisson for setting up 
the Cheetos toss. 
 
Speaking of (with) the Dean… 
Dean’s Invite scheduled 
 
There will be an all ages meeting on Thursday at 
1:00 in the barn.  We will discuss our collective 
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values as a camp, and how we can make Winni a 
better place.  All topics are fair game including the 
consumption of alcohol at camp, clique-iness, and 
whether people feel welcome here.     Lou Weeks 
 
 
Thursday Menu 
 
Breakfast:  
GPC Breakfast Bar 
Belgian Waffles with Strawberries 
Pork Sausage 
Hardboiled Eggs 
Fresh Baked Chocolate Chip Muffins 
  
Lunch: 
Soup d’ Jour 
GPC Salad Bar 
Assorted Pizza Buffet 
Crunchy Broccoli Salad 
Fresh Baked Sugar Cookies 
  
Dinner: 
Maple Glazed Roast Pork 
Baked Idaho Potatoes 
Glazed Carrots 
Honey Ranch Rolls 
Orchard Apple Crisp 
Vegetarian Option:  Chick Pea Ragout 
 
Mason On Disabled List 
Future Cheetos career in doubt. 
 
After valiantly fighting through the pain, Tom 
Mason was forced to make a call to the bullpen and 
withdraw from the great Cheetos toss with a severe 
case of Cheetos elbow.  A preliminary MRI has 
come back negative but Tom has been advised to 
refrain from teaching his daughter Olivia the art of 
the free throw and is resting comfortably in his 
cabin at Gibbes House.  However, as the world 
knows, the sport of Cheetos tossing is extremely 
competitive and whispers have begun that Tom was 
already passed his prime.  Tom’s agent (son Isaiah 
– famed t-ball star in his own right) expressed 
optimism that he would be fully recovered in time 
for next year’s Cheetos season and denied that the 
current setback would have any effects on contract 
negotiations currently being held.  Tom’s wife 
Courtney is said to be terrified of the prospect that 

the end of Tom’s career could jeopardize her 
own career path beginning with a position as 
school principal and culminating as Education 
Secretary in the Obama administration. 
 
 
Just Saying… 
 
No truth to the rumor that the infestation of 
squirrels scavenging for Cheetos scraps will be 
appearing on this week’s dinner menu. 
 
Nisson comes out of the closet 
Professes his true love 
 

 
 
As many a Yankee fan has suspected, Mike’s 
profession of being a Red Sox fan has been an 
act all this time.  Rumor has it that he goes to 
bed wearing pinstripe pajamas and has a large 
Yankee NY tattooed on his derriere.  Now Mike, 
don’t you feel relieved that you no longer need 
to hide? 
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Cheetos Cheating Scandal 
Investigation Demanded 
 
Yesterday’s Dean’s reception for staff and trustees 
was concluded with a rousing session of America’s 
favorite pastime:  Cheetos Tossing.  For those of 
you unfamiliar with this game, allow us to explain:  
Teams are divided up into 4 groups.  The teams 
each have a “stooge” who is wearing a shower cap 
topped with shaving cream.  Each group is given a 
bag of Cheetos and the object is to toss the Cheetos 
from a distance (approximately 6 feet in this case) 
into the shaving cream.  Once the bag is empty a 
count ensues and the team with the most Cheetos 
stuck in the shaving cream of their stooge wins. 
Sources tell us that an audit of the Cheetos revealed 
that the winning team (led by Haley Nisson) broke 
their Cheetos in half and thereby had less full 
Cheetos than the final count would indicate.  
Members of other teams have demanded that the 
winning team’s prize of a Scoop Shop gift 
certificate be returned (sorry, too late!) 
Interviewed after the game, counter Aaron 
Schwartz (of the famed Schwartz, Schwartz, and 
Madoff Accounting firm) stood by his count of 122 
Cheetos and denied the accusation that he was 
bought off with the promise of a new mattress in his 
cabin next year.  We will keep the camp updated as 
this story breaks. 
 

 
 
 
More Haiku 
 
From Piper Williams: 
 
Love 
A gaze which adores 
A slight touch, a sweet snuggle 
Vibrant, intense gift 
 
Big Boy 
Seeing long legs now 
Sigh at loss of baby fat 
Oh the nostalgia 
 
Olivia 
She sits and listens 
Tapping five-seven-five now 
Haiku Bonding feet 
 
And from Olivia Mason: 
 
Winni is the best 
Beach, playground, family and friends 
Ice cream every day 
 
And in honor of Andre and Lisa’s 15 years of 
bliss, Peter Mohrer submits: 
 
Anniversary 
15 years of bliss 
So many meals together 
Balance is the key 
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