
                           NNESRE  –  2011     aa     
        Geneva Point Center – 108 Geneva Point Road, Moultonboro, NH  03254, (603) 253-4366 

  This Year’s Theme:  “CELEBRATING DIFFERENCES!”  

95th Annual Session                           July 30 to August 6, 2011      

 

The Northern New England School of Religious Education (NNESRE) was founded at 
Dartmouth College 95 years ago.  Since then it has sponsored a summer conference each year, 
previously at the University of New Hampshire and more recently at Geneva Point Center.   
 

We are an interfaith, interracial, family-oriented, and open community that shares a 
weeklong experience of living and learning.  Each year we explore a new camp theme that is 
woven into our various educational courses, activities, worship, and music.  There are program 
opportunities for spiritual development, socio-political awareness, artistic expression, personal 
growth and renewal.  The camp philosophy directs us to bring newly acquired insight and 
knowledge back to our homes, places of worship and communities in a collective effort to make 
our world a better place.   
 

Geneva Point Center is located on the shores of Lake Winnipesaukee in central New 
Hampshire and features 195 acres of beautiful beaches, woodland trails and recreational facilities.  
Each day begins with a Morning Watch service followed by breakfast and then classes for all ages.  
Afternoons are open for rest, relaxation and recreational pursuits.  The waterfront offers 
swimming, paddle-boats, canoes and kayaks.  Following dinner and our Evening Watch service 
there are programs designed to provide fun for all ages, including folk dancing, storytelling, the 
“Hoot” talent show, a Coffee House, campfire singing, a drum ring, and much, much more. 
 

Please join us this year to experience “Winni,” 
a loving and supportive community and tradition. 

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ŦƻǊ нлммΚ 
ü This caption for one. 
ü And if your receipt of this registration notice feels a month early . . . it is.  GPC moved our 

deposit due date from June to May, so we moved the registration date from May to Apr 1. 
ü You’ll also see a new spot on your final invoice for scholarship and GPC staff donations.  

These gifts will no longer be collected during NNESRE week at dinner time, and will instead 
be much more efficiently collected and recorded before NNESRE begins. 

ü GPC decreased lodging rates by about 5%.  They/We want you back!! 
ü New tent site fees:  with and without electricity, and  
ü Residents of the Inn and Dock Road will enjoy an increase in sunshine this summer due to a 

few aged pine trees being removed from these areas.   

 

 



 

Adult Education Classes ς listed alphabetically by instructor 
Three periods of 55 minute classes beginning at 8:50am each day, Sunday thru Friday 

 

"The Seven Deadly Sins" ς Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel 
Pride, Greed, Anger, Envy, Gluttony, Sloth and Lust.  Here are seven ways to seriously mess up your life.  
But the good news is that each of the seven deadly sins has an opposite virtue to help make the world 
better.  Come and learn about these seven pitfalls from the perspective of history and faith, and be 
prepared to relate them to your own everyday life in this discussion-based class.  
- Lillian, a Chicagoland pastor, is the author of two books, Tell it Like it Is: Reclaiming the Practice of 
Testimony and This Odd and Wondrous Calling: The Public and Private Lives of Two Ministers.  
 

ά¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴέ ς Trevor Davis 
Will our separate religions continue to clash and add to the chaos on Earth?  Why have so many of our 
wars been fought over religion?  Can our species and planet survive with our current religious and spiritual 
beliefs?  Why has the evolution of religion lagged behind that of science and technology?  Are behaviors 
wrong if they don't produce the intended goal?  Is rejection of our old religions necessary to fulfill a new 
spirituality embracing all of them?  How can we transcend our current beliefs to reach a sustainable 
model of God and Self?  What does our God want? Are there other gods for other religions? 
- Trevor is a lay person who has represented the UCC at the UN and is looking for "more truth and light yet 
to break forth out of his holy word."  
 

ά5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ {ŀȅƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ς Eric Dupee  
“But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other one also…”  The demands Jesus placed on his 
followers sometimes seem confusing, distasteful or just too challenging.  “Do you think I came to bring 
peace on earth?  No, I tell you, but division.”  It can be tempting to gloss over difficult sayings such as these 
and focus on those that are more palatable.  In this course, we will struggle with the most challenging of 
the instructions of Jesus, with the understanding that with great struggle comes great reward.  For each 
passage, we will acknowledge our objections and discomfort with the text.  Then, we will explore various 
interpretations with the goal of broadening our understanding of who Jesus was and seeing what meaning 
his sayings can have for our discipleship. 
 - Eric is Pastor of Crawford Memorial United Methodist Church, Winchester, MA  
 

ά¢ƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴ Iŀōƛǘǎ ƻŦ Φ Φ Φέ -- Deb Eskra  
Have you ever wished for a handy list of rules for life so at those difficult moments you could confidently 
make the right choice?  Or maybe you’d like a rulebook for raising children?  Steven Covey, author of The 
Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, and his son Sean Covey, author of The Seven Habits of Happy Kids, 
did it! It’s a book designed for children with tips for parents.  We will look at, think about, discuss, rewrite, 
dissect, then imagine the world in a new way, and share these guiding ideas together.  We’ll learn that a 
better predictor of success is one’s skill at social interaction, rather than physical traits, athletic talents, 
class status, or education.  Copies of the … Happy Kids will be available.  
- Deb has been a child educator most of her adult life.  She holds a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood 
Special Education and currently teaches in an urban district.    
 

άtƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ !Ŏǘƛƻƴέ ς Steve Fontana 
From national and international crises to problems in our own communities, it’s hard to figure out what’s 
going on and what we can do about them.  Add in the increasingly frustrating behavior of the media, and 
our polarized, hyperpartisan political environment, and it’s even more difficult to figure out whom and 
what to believe.  This course will examine the latest political issues, from terrorism to climate change, to 
health care reform to the Presidential campaign, and focus on what we, as individuals, members of our 
local communities and society at large can do to affect public policy and effect change.  Participants also 
will have an opportunity to raise issues of their choosing for discussion.   
- Steve served as a CT State Representative from 1997 to 2011. 
 
 



 
  
άCǊƻƳ IŜǊŜ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜǊŜΥ tŜƻǇƭŜ aƻǾƛƴƎΣ tŜƻǇƭŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎΧέ - Kevin Kane                       
We move all the time, in various ways.  Moving connotes the physical and suggests the psychological, 
emotional, and practical.  Our movements hold deep meanings, whether intentional or not.  We will 
explore a light, yoga based warm up, a variety of movement activities, social dance, and theories of 
performance, ensemble, and improvisation.  Our intention is connectedness and our goal is clear, 
confident, and mindful physical expression.  It will be a safe, fun, and inviting space to MOVE!   Please 
dress with that in mind.  Yoga mats recommended. 
-  Kevin is the Executive Director of The Flourish Foundation, a not-for-profit that funds arts and 
educational programs for teens in the Los Angeles area. 
 
 άCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ²ŜƭƭƴŜǎǎέ ς Gail Nickse 
Our biggest responsibilities and challenges in life are inextricably tied to our money.  Yet, too few of us 
received lessons in personal finance at home or at school.  We have done our best to muddle through, but 
often we carry into middle age the lingering doubts, uncertainties, and financial habits that create stress, 
self-limiting behaviors, and the deferment of dreams.  Here is your chance to step back to the basics you 
perhaps never had:   budgeting, paying yourself first, understanding your credit score, managing debt, 
saving and investing, deferring/reducing taxes, building a nest-egg, insuring what you value most.  The goal 
of the classes is to encourage you in your pursuit of financial wellness at every age.  
- Gail is a Certified Financial Planner operating in Woburn, MA, and sings professionally in Boston area 
bands.   
 
ά!Ǌǘ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ [ƛŦŜέ - Heather Rhodes 
Relax, unwind & connect with your creative essence through a series of gentle & optional exercises 
designed to release creative & energetic blocks, and connect with the divine.  This will be a multi-media art 
studio.  All are welcome, no art experience necessary.  Interact, or find a quiet corner to paint, draw, write, 
explore, etc.  Immersion in the process of creating art is a wonderful way to tap into an amazing inner well 
of inspiration, beauty, healing and growth.  As in the Great Circle of Life, we will begin and end class with a 
circle and a conscious spiritual awareness.  Bring your own art supplies or utilize the treasure trove that 
will be offered.  Come celebrate Art as it lives in all! 
- Heather is a multi-media visual artist, painter, graphic designer, photographer and facilitator of art & 
theatre for children.  Her studio is called Studio Petronella and is located in Mystic, CT. 
 
ά¢ŜŀƳōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΥ  ¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέ -- Jen Shoemaker  
If you like to play and learn by doing, this is the course for you!  Throughout the week, the participants will 
become a “team” by participating in ice-breakers, games, and initiatives (group problem-solving games). 
 We will learn about and do teambuilding by participating in and discussing our experiences with various 
activities.  The activities of the course are progressive and will (hopefully) culminate in using the low ropes 
challenge course at GPC.  Much of what is learned and discovered in the course can be used to facilitate 
teambuilding at your local schools, communities and workplaces.  Family members (senior high and older) 
and friends are encouraged to take this course together. 
- Jen is an elementary Physical Education teacher and an Experiential Education Facilitator in PA.   
 
άtǊŀȅƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ tǎŀƭƳǎΥ  ²ƻǊŘǎΣ aǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ς Rev. Dr. Rochelle Stackhouse 
The Psalter is the prayerbook of the Bible, encompassing the full range of human emotion and experience. 
These prayers have been a resource for Jews, Christians, Muslims, and even those without a formal 
religious affiliation.  We will briefly discuss the composition of the psalms and different translations, but 
we will spend most of our time looking at ways to pray the psalms.  We’ll explore ways to speak them. 
We’ll listen to and sing music, remembering the saying that “one who sings prays twice.”  We’ll explore 
ancient and modern body positions for prayer.  We may even write our own psalms.  Participants will 
receive the resources to make these prayers their own. 
- Shelly has a PhD in Liturgy and is the pastor of Church of the Redeemer UCC, New Haven, CT.   
 
 
 
 



 

    Winn i Education School 2011    

The Winni Ed School is an engaging morning program for infants through teens held 
each morning from Sunday-Friday during Winni week.  Teachers plan a fun-filled program of 
learning and fellowship for our young campers while the adults attend their own classes.    

 

Our day begins with Dean Tom Weston leading community singing at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Outdoor Chapel for all of the Ed School.  Campers then proceed to their classes which are 
divided according to grade, age and class size.  Classes are facilitated by a lead teacher and an 
assistant who plan group-building games and activities, art and music.  Healthy snacks are 
provided in the classroom.  After second period, school-age campers are escorted to the 
waterfront for an hour of beach fun and swimming.  High School teachers will determine their 
group schedule as we get closer to our time together. 

 

Look for an Ed School Registration email in late spring.  If you are interested in 
teaching in the Ed School then please share that with us via the Interest Survey that will be 
sent to all Winni members in early April.  We look forward to another fun and exciting week 
together! 

  
Leslie Ganley and Joann Milford, Ed School Co-Coordinators 
 
 

 

       
 

 

Business Committee 
All lodging fees are based on a complete occupancy theory; meaning, the more filled 

beds you have in your room then the lower your costs per person.  So, if you stay at Lakeview 
Lodge then your fee for the week is $805, regardless of whether you are a single or you fill it 
up with five happy campers.   
 
 Conference fees cover faculty/staff subsidies, program expenses and meeting space.  Our 
conference fees will remain unchanged for 2011:  $130 for those age 21 and over and $120 for 
those under age 21. 

 
 

Scholarship assistance is available.  These funds are designed to offset some of the costs 

for those who may otherwise choose not to attend Winni.  All scholarship requests should be 
directed to the Business Manager and will be reviewed and authorized by the Business 
Committee.   
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

**Registration** 
Registrations received before April 1 will be evaluated for accommodations as follows:  

those with disabilities/special needs receive first preference, all others are evaluated using factors 
such as seniority (“I resided there last year”), best use of space, faculty/staff member status, or 
other criteria determined appropriate by the Business Committee.  “Seniority Status” can only be 
granted for registrations received prior to April 1.  Registrations received after April 1 will be 
assigned lodging by date received.  So, if you’d like to sleep in the same bed as last year then 
please have your registration completed and mailed prior to April 1.   

 

Please e-mail the Business Manager if you desire a more detailed description of lodging 
areas and amenities.  

 

Pillows and blankets are standard for all rooms.  Linens (two bed sheets, one pillowcase, 
two bath towels, and one wash cloth – towels renewed mid-week), however, are only included for 
the following rooms:  Lakeview Lodge/Cabins, Gibbes, Cottage F, Cabin Z, Chapel Line and 1st and 
2nd Floors of the Inn.  Others may rent linens for $10.00 per set.  This fee will be added to your 
May final invoice after lodging assignments have been finalized.  Please contact GPC directly to 
rent motorized carts.   
 

 

 

NNESRE Mission Statement:    The Northern New England School of 

Religious Education (NNESRE) is an inclusive, intergenerational community 

welcoming all people. NNESRE conducts an annual session offering courses and 

activities that provide opportunities for spiritual development, socio-political 

awareness, artistic expression, personal growth and renewal. 
 

 

                               
 
 
 

Your NNESRE Staff for 2011  
 

Thomas Weston Jr., Dean                                           Leslie Ganley & Joann Milford, Ed School Co-Coordinators  

Rev. Robert Fellows, Chaplain                                   Mike & Sue Nisson, Evening Coordinators 
Ron Offutt, Business Manager                                    Bill Milford & Diane Stevens, Geneva GEMS Co-Editors 

Cynthia Wilcox, Program Coordinator                

 
 

 

 

 
 



Instructions:   Please fill in the outlined areas below.  Begin with your identifying and contact 

information.  Next, add your childrens’ names, age on July 31
st
, and grade this fall.  Then write in your 1

st
 and 

2
nd

 choice for lodging.  Next, complete the Conference Fee Box, lower right below.  Include applicable 

discounts and total your fees.  The rates for lodging and meals are provided so you may estimate your final 

invoice.  Lastly, sign the form and mail this page, and your check, to the business manager at the address 

provided.  Please direct questions to the Business Manager’s e-mail address below.  We’ll be back in May with 

your final invoice and lodging location.  Also, if you know of someone who does not use e-mail but would like 

to receive this registration notice then please clue us in.   
 

And, in ‘Winni Spirit’ PLEASE share this document with friends and family!! 
 

 

201 1 "WINNI"  REGISTRATION FORM  --  April 1 Deadline 

First time at NNESRE?  Please check here so that we may send you an introductory package _______________   

Those under 18 and not attending with a parent require an adult sponsor enrolled at NNESRE.  Adult:  _____________________  

Special dietary Requirements:  _______________________________________________________________________    

Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________________    

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________    

Phone:  __________________________________________________ Please make check payable to “NNESRE.” 

e-mail address:  ____________________________________________ Mail this signed registration form and your check to: 

2nd email address:  __________________________________________ Ron Offutt    

Child’s Name  -  Age July 31 - 
   
Grade this fall    Business Manager     

__________________________________________________  120 Ridgewood Avenue    

__________________________________________________  North Haven, CT  06473    

__________________________________________________        roffutt@snet.net     (203) 676-6090   

__________________________________________________                        

Accommodations (add comments on back if necessary):       
 

1st Preference:                                                                                               2nd Preference  

Lodging  Rates Sleeps (rooms)   Weekly Meal Rates    
 
Lakeview Lodge              full bath 

 
805 

 
5 (10)  Full rate age 16+ 194  

 

Gibbes House                  full bath 735 2 (1), 4 (9)  Youth, age 13 thru 15 174   

Lakeview Cabins             full bath 735 2 (4), 3 (4)  Child, age 3 thru 12 127    

Cottage F                         full bath 665 3 (3)  Infant thru age 2 0   

Cabin Z                            full bath 630 2 (1)               

Chapel Line Cabins         full bath 630 4  (8)                Conference Fee Box    
Pasture Line Cabins           ½ bath 630 10 (3)  Age 21+ @ $130.00:    #__________   $____________ 
College Row Cabins          ½ bath 560 6 (6)  Age 3-20 @ $120.00:   #__________   $____________ 
Peat and Repeat Cabins     ½ bath 560 7 (2)  Pre-Apr 1st Discount $5 each   #________  ($____________) 
Cottage E                         full bath 525 4 (3)  Senior Citizen 65+ $5 each       #________   ($____________) 
Dock Road Cabins             ½ bath 525 7 (10) 

 Total =        

Malden 2nd floor             full bath 525 8 (1)      
State Line Cabins               ½ bath 450 8 (4)  Linens:  yes  ____      no  ____    
Inn 1st                                 ½ bath 420 1 (1)      

Inn 2nd                                ½ bath 420 2 (6)      
Inn 2nd                  shared full bath 385 2 (12)  Signed:      

Inn 3rd floor         shared full bath  245 2 (17)      
Tent  with electric hook-up 140 4 / site (4) 

 
  

  
Tent  w/o electric 84 4 / site (6)      

 

mailto:roffutt@snet.net

